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the. jaterials in ‘this portion of the Student Text for Unit. Ir 
“were originally developed. by the American’ Universities Field Staff. 


an Hanover , New Hampshire. From the many. materials the AUFS devel- 7 


. Oped, the Biomedical Interdisciplinary Curriculum. Project staff has 
selécted. some readings, illustrations. and” ‘activities. which | will. 


help: you learn | ‘more about Afghanistan. ‘Those selections were com- 


“ piled and edited by the BICP staff to form this Student Text. The. 


readings ihay not always appear to belong together even though they 
deal with the ‘same culture area... . By: ‘using the’ ‘questions included © 
_in this unit, you should be able to gain from the. materials, the 
answers you are, seeking. Remember. that. five ‘of the question sets 
dea} specifically with health matters. Few. if any of the readings 


in this text are™ ‘specifically ‘About health, but most of them include. 
health-related information. “You and’ others in your group ‘who are -~ 
analyzing Afghanistan should view this “text as a. ‘resource, "Because a 


_ you at; not able to visit the culture and. do field. research, “you ° 


' must rely on the impressions and reports . of others. Your analysis — 


is. in ‘the. form of book research. There are exceptions ‘to this, In 
orn “some cases -you will see illustrations, or. participate in activities, . : 


“that ‘should help. you get a "feel!" for the culture. This is another - 
way: to ‘investigate when you cannot be "in the field". _ Bear ‘in mind 
that this. text-- is resource+-is ‘only one resource, | ‘You can and. 


should use other resources. as ty conduct your anata ‘of culture 
“in ‘Afghanistan, Good luck. | 
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| WHO ME? ‘STEREOTYPE? — —  ~ 


Before beginning the study of Aq Kupruk, make a list of at 
least two statements you believe to be,true about each of the ~ 


s 


'following:. . 


a 


wi. 


o 1. Human life in small towns in Central-Asia.. 3% 
Qe the beliefs and religious Beaobides of. Musiims. - | 
| 3. Relationships ‘between: males and females in Afghanistan. 
“4.” Relationships between parents and children in Afghanistan. 


-5, ‘Relationships between small towns, large towns,-and cities 
-. in Central Asia. — . 


6. Relationships between farmers and shopkeepers in small 
-- towns in Afghanistan. - 3 is a 


| 7, Relationships. between nomads and townspeople in small towns 
'. dn Afghanistan. =~ ee ee 2 bg GS 


"4, Relationships between human, animal, and plant life in 
: Centra Asia, re 1 ok Gas . crea ’ , “. Te . 1 


9... Relationships between mountains, riverS, valleys, and... 
2 @eserts.\\ 0 eee os © 


\ ~ 


10. Relations ips between power, ardstatus in. small towns. 
aida ll ‘ : ; Ln _ towns 


= It may be usefl to combine into one tist all your group's . 
written statements about these ten ideas. A wall chart could be’ | 
- used. And additional statements coulfi be added before the study. 
“During the study, your group should look for evidence to support - 
the statements you ‘have made about the ten ideas. Do this individu- 
- ally on your own list. Anyone can’ mark through an untrue statement 
-on the wall.chart. . Those which remain after the study are either — 


., true or possibly true statements. The objective of the activity. het 


Is to draw out the stereotype of cultures and places other than our 


© own. ..We all have stereotypes and culture study is a way of getting . 


. thergout in the gpen,, tésting them with several kinds of evidence oo. © 
“from different seurcés. Truth and understanding are the goals. This - 
... Student Text provides one set of data through which our objectives ae 

“may be approached. _ Through these*data we may. even see reflections . 


of our ‘own culture and ourselves. . 


e. : - oe + 


WHAT DO’ YOU VALUE? 


_ stergoivpes ae ‘a. reek extent pepresee an effort to simplify: 
complex information. They are important not only because they may . 
-be true, partially true, or untrue, but also because they. carry. with. 
-them values. ‘The value perechee to a stereotype then conditions® our” 
attitude. and behavior. a 4 . 


» 
“ 


° 


: eeapond ‘to: ‘the: ‘following words, . ‘indicating your. positive or. 
negative feelings. On a separate sheet of paper, write one valug 
<choice (+10, 0 or -10) for each of the.15 words. Discuss which _ ae 
stereotypical images are suggested by each word. Repeat the. exdt-" | 

7 cise at. various. points during the. course of. study. ; 


Have | your values been néfected? _ a e? ae a 
: a Positive | Neutral Negative . 


A Monogamy (the aractice of having ¢ one - mate at one time) é +10 - - 0 " - 10 é 
. Polygyny (the practice « of having several: wives. at one time) ... . +10 7 0 -10 
3. Polyandry ‘(the’ practice: of having several husbands at one time) | HO 0 _10.-* 
4, “Alcohol consumption (the practice of drinking or mine alcoholic 2 +10 00: 0 “40° 
- substances in food. preparation) \. . 4 > we —s 
5 Barter (the practice of exchanging goods for oe a 2 en po 210 
4 ft a 
- "6 Pilgrimage. (the practice of going | toa "sacred ae as areligious obli- = +10. 0 - * 210 

: gation) a | . ne 
7. Paying taxes Yocally (the anaes of paying a Seite of one’s in-. eS |) ere | ES () 

_ come. to be used by a local government) ; ae eS ee  *  e 
8, Paying taxes nationally (the practice of” paying a a portion of one’s in- . ate +10 aa ae -10- . 
come to be used by a national government : a Aer arte, oo 
9. ‘Herding (the practice of tending flocks. or feeds of animals) _ +10. - 0 10 | 
“10. Nomadism (the Practice of regulat cyclic migration in search of pas- eo +10 ~: 0 -10 

:turey tg 7 . 
2 iL, Farming (the practice “of cultivating: crops . and keeping domestic ee 5 |\ eee | er 10. 
animals for food consumption) a _— oa 3 + 2 ae 
| 12, Patriarchy (the practice ‘of. male- father ‘dominance in. _ social, eco- . 10 - a . 10 
head nomic. and pins tay . a >, ts ee eee 
7 13. Nuclear family org tion (the practice of miaintaining the father: +10 : : o- 00 

" mother-chil ren as rimary social unit} oe a ee ae 
14. “Extended famil (the practice c of maintaining a large iniiy: ane +10 0 -10 
__-, several generat ons. as the. primary social unit) < gf Se 

1S. intermarriage (the practice of ‘martying outside ¢ one’ s own n racial, . 2 7 +10. aed | eee ; 10 — 


sa cr or Chiltural group). J 


a YL 
“ae ak ~The bazaar: The. very ‘word Suggests watery: 

'' Noisy crowded streets; Colorfully’ turbaned’ and © 
*. +. robed shoppers,-Noise. Music. blaring. fggm radios, : 
co and hand-wound: ‘phonographs, ; many ‘melodies — 


_ ; 8 comipeting for atiention..A thousand - different 


ees 


a . aad ky tok oe é ae oe 


e* f tas pe i . : > te ’ roe 7 id 
: ae at ° 3 % : nae - : 7 
: e om e ; ? : .s R.. . Se , t 
rs 7 ‘ i ty me = oe “hy . 
: z . ’ . 
oa . , ae “3 , . - * a s pe P és 
Tike ae oh ig, | ™ 4 e is - ’ 
: : Py : oe > 4 F ‘ ; 
f ae « Sap ’ 1 
> . * * : . a0 a 
te . = eas . 4 ath ee ee : - : a. 3 “a eat 
—— a . on ae : -. We, - . os rr) - : ¥ 
a) : .. canary ae eo i ‘ P , : 
= af Ln 3 . Sal : . at ea :* 4 Sie wo 
le rae “BAZAAR a re ee Lt ee re 
Se, ed a Lee : : 2 #S 7. : ., Rs aS a 


~smelis.s An oe 2) ured: babble. of brisk, sie 


_ ' «Dusty stalls, each raised above thie street, “tended 
fo by shopheebe anne > ha legged. 8 amidst their. 


AO KUPRUK'S MARKETPLACE . yee 


- ve 


ee eee Here and there a sien ado- 
° soem waphacatdly os Bis family aye, 


Streets abandoned: in the Biistering heat. Not ce 
= snball streets-but earthen pathways. trampled. year *. 
“after year by hurried shoppers, sprinkled with < 
‘water each niorning to keep down the dust. Busyin..  * 
the ‘cool times, ‘like early morning or autumn; 
“almost abandoned in m8 hot times, afternoon and so 
3 summer. " ; oa 


4 


e 


a A skin ny. ior ee for scraps of i fecstedniged a 

assing shoppers. The missical score. ofan - 
nie an mnie emerges from ‘a ‘darkened doorway. ° 
.- Seratchy, it is.from a record that has. ven ecg : 


many: times.’ ey Pde a Fe ae 


‘Whatever the appearance ¢ or. r the iaie of activ: 


'":. ity on‘agiven day, the bazaar is at the vital core of 
“ . . village ‘life. ‘Here, people: gather.. There are tea-_' 


_ houses and inns. Men.sit and smoke. Mosques. are . 
nearby’ and>theré ‘are prayer centers:and: ziarat to. 
."“temind one of God and of particularly great.men. 


+ leatherworkers. ‘Cobblers make ‘shoes. 


ze 
oe 


verging from cereal grains, died fruits and — 


. thts: canned foods, fresh fruits and vegetables, 


"meats, and ‘tobacco can be bought’ or bartered. 


Used clothing. and spare automobile as are dis-° 
played and sold. 


fe: 


The bazaar at. Aq Kupruk i is also a sina manu- ~— 


facturing qenter. While the butcher and the baker- 
provide immediately consumable items, the dyers | 
‘of wool and cotton cloth are busy. So are«the 


sand: fancy bridles are in n demand. T eau sew y by 


‘ 


- Pushtun nomad selling goats in the Aq Kupruk bazaar. 


hand arial sit’ amidst their cuttings, winble ‘and a 
fieedle and thread in cand: e ay ) 


Harnesses - 


: a 
v. 


1 
4 ¢ 


Blacksmiths forge harness fittings, faaning tools 
_ and household’ implements. They also cast. and 
decorafe serving trays with intricate E Beometle pat- 


‘ terns, 


“allt the shopkeepers and ceatienet are wiieg So 
are all the customers. But then this is Aq aaa a 
' This is a _ maseytline culture, a man’s’ world. 


Me, 


} 


2 


ee TRANSACTIONS. 

Cash and’ carry is the rule, thedah a was 
«popular and. perhaps 1 necessary as recently as-1959, 
_ Fhen, hilltop farmers brought grain ahd vegetables 
to trade. They returned home with a kerosene lan- 
_ tern and fuel, tea, cloth, and sugar a d salt. 


Aq Kupruk residents sould barter with ae 
© for. dairy products as well.as trinkets—perhaps an 
_ assortment of grains, melons, and eggs exchanged» 
a for glass. beads, a. knife, and.a mirror. 
; . f 
The days of barter have passéd. ‘The Aq Kupruk 
- bazaar transactions have been monetized. During - 
the 1960s money became the mode. No longer do, 
shopkeepers. barter goods. They sell. Products and © 
~-merchandise- -are bought fot cash and they are re- 
said f for cash. Se | 


‘ 


ie, ~ An Aq Kupruk butcher cuts meat 
, to be weighed and sold; i 


~ 


pe Ic 


A Futon Provided by ERIC 


— 


& 


Cy 


to. 


| MONEY, * ame 

“The. afghani is ‘the: itt of currency ‘throughout ; 
“Afghanistan, At the official exchange rate about 
seventy-five a/ghanis can be traded for. -one United 
States dollar (U.S. $1.00 = 75 afghanis). Thete are 
also unofficial exchange ratgs and these vary widely 
~ depending upon the cum assessment. of the. - 
“worth of the afghani and of the:dollar. : 


their personal clothing and in the. shops, rarely in 
- banks. Occasionally one will serve as a money: 
lender but the people seldom require such services. ; 
Money is to be Saves ; 


“An American: archeologist. who. borrowed = 
afghanis from shopkeepers in the bazaar found the 
interest rate to be under 50 per cent. Not high at all 
_ compared to rates charged by some nomads. But 
~ high indeed, if compared to the rates charged in 
“highly inddstrialized areas where money can be © 
borrowed at 5 to 20 per cent. What do the people of 


“Aq Kupruk do with the money they saye? Buy land 


of. course. ‘Land is wealth and so are herds. 


Aq. Kupruk shopkeepers tuck away money in “ 


a Toe ead ae Oe ile 


a Goons ae 


What c can be bought in the Aq Kupruk. bazaar?’ 
Cloth. A saddle. Plowtips. Battery: powered radios. 
' Turnips and onions, dried apricots. and. nuts. Ane 
assortment of soft’ and: hard goods. 


A young man preparing for his wedding can have 


new clothes tailored. There . are ‘the hats” atid 


 turbans—white, black, and Colored - ones. , Wool 
trousers left over from someone's tour of 
‘duty can be bought. Or a.scarf or piece of em-. 


; | 6 


Crocks’ oa. pots, pans, anives, 


“ buckles. All these and more. The nomads some- 
“times bring ‘surprises. Butter, camel hair cloth, sil- 
. -vér, jewelry, and a former Russian gasoline can that 
~ -can be ac into a i t i> 


aa a ‘A Tajik barber and: customer in- the Aq Kupruk Bacar, a 


oe 


Ylitary 


belts, 


e 
~ .y 


‘ STRUCEUIES * 


* 


the bazaar: In contrast, multilevel ‘buildings .are 


common in the bazaars of larger /towns where. «. 
owners. frequently live above the store: — 


»* Le F . : 
Instead of the vertical struc 


_tern of the Aq Kupruk bazaar is horizontal. In fact, 


all the town’s buildings have a stronger horizontal — 


than vertical design. It is a one-level town. ‘The 
_ ground is fever more than a few feet-away. Poles set 


vertically in the ground are connected with mud... ° 
brick walls. "Poles lay across these walls and are". 
covered by layers of brush and mud which form the 
oof. All share the bazaar street, its dust and ” 


+ smoke, and the customers it brings. 


Shops ‘in the Aq Kupruk bazaar have. only one - 
' fével. ‘It is raised. slightly above the ground. The’ . 
Rete) of shopkeepers live in town but away from 


: os" 


és.with stairways | 
in the cities and large towns, the architectural pat- 


[an 4 
on 


pike 2 


“ORGANIZATIONS _ 


in 


Neither. "general associations. not 
orgdnizations ¢exist among .Kupruk = shop- 
keepers: They all-share Islam and they all own. 


‘land. Apparently they neither need nor favor :the 
“organizations, craft and trade guilds, which are 


common in more industrialized areas, and: exist - 
‘even in neighboring Sholgara. The lack of organi- 


'. zations among Aq Kupruk shopkeepers ‘may re-.. 


aie the lack of cooperation which is apt in. 
many ent societies. * wae wo, 

‘The baviar} is not without leadership, howeyer, 

_for- there. is an informal ‘head, the glealantar-t- 

bazaar. He presides over the infrequent meetings of - 

_ the small group of merchants who employ a’ night’ 


watchman, the chowkidar. He watches for robbers. 


_while nuueln rounds through the bazaar. He: is 
paid by. sata utions from all of the shopkeepers. ° 
His.duties, hqWever, are determined by only a small, 


_ group of merchants Jed by the Kalantar. The night . 
- watchman in'1966 was a farmer, the father of sev- 


eral sons HAS took . turns patrolling the streets. 


‘SEASONAL ACTIVITY 


Octobenand November aré the peak inonths for 

- bazaar activity. They fall between the major harvest 
. season and the beginning of winter. Snow comes: 
- early to Central Asia and the wifiters are Jong. 
During the cold months bazaar activities continue.” 
but only about half of the shops remain open~In -' 


spring, as would be expected, full activity returns, 


though the tending and harvesting of. crops which... #¥ 
ax. more of the towns. ‘, m» 

_ people's jtime and energy. Even the "shopkeepers 
> have' agricultural responsibilities as profit- -con- ‘ 


follows: involves ,more 


scious landowners. : 7 


"In late summer and fall there is abundant pto- | 


duce. The annual supply of.wheat.must be dried 
and stored away for food through the year and seed - 
for next year’s crop. Fresh fruit is plentiful and ~ 


_ some’is dried for winter user The corn harvest is at. .” 
_’ its peak in early fall and grapes and tomatoes, vege- 
_ tables, and summer fattened ‘fresh meat can be 


purchased at the Aq Kupruk bazaar, ‘Fall is also - 
the time to purchase clothing for the forthcoming — 
’ winter, and yarn for the women to weave during the 
cold months. Ih winter there are turnips and dried 


onions, coats and shoes, saddle repair materials — 
. : ‘4 amas : 7a 7 . rae me y 
> x, is aad P Ks = - _ = 


specialist 
te froin village to town to city 


farmers 


‘green or black tea, 
hand- wound. earn or transistor radio Dioad = 
cast. ~ . ns 


Boa 


/ 


Yo ce ae 


eee a few ore éisods for those who shop’ at thé - 
_ bazaar and prepare for the spring and summer. i 


which will follow. * ; 
‘The trend of Ag Kupruk’ S. development today i is 

-from town back 
primarily among 
nd the peasant -.. - 
nearby. Thése -fatmers bring their 
produce-laden donkeys down from the surrounding 


to village. .Trade is once agaj 
townspeople and between then 


“hills to buy and sell and swap gossip’in the bazaar. = | 
_At the peak of the harvest. season—and especially © 


‘on’ Mondays and Thursdays which are designated 
as bazaar days—the ‘ket is still lively. Most 
days, however, business is conducted in leisurely . 
- fashion, often in teahouses over steaming cups of 
enjoying music from a : 


~ "THE TEAHOUSE™ Bae gets 


e al * 


The teahouse in. every: village, town, and: city 


_ in Afghanistan. is thought of as a major center, a 
___. hub of. the universe. At least for males. Fat more .- 

' than a place to sip. weak tea, and nibble the deli- 
cious flat bread, nan, baked in‘the nearby bazaar; 


it is the city hall, information center, transportation 
center, and social club. It is the place where deals — 


are our contracts are broken and friendships. 


7 a ie | - . ws a2 
ate made—or undone. It is the hotel for visitors,: *. - 
where their arrival will be instantly noted, their de- -- 
parture discussed long after they have gone,‘and 
the purpose of their visit’debated endlessly: It is” 

sometimes an aréna for politicians, from th&local 
landowner anxious to expand his domain to the As 
provincial candidate ‘for Farliament, : oa 


. Not more than 2 per cent of Aq Kupruk males ; 
can read. In'the teahouse, men who are literate will» - - 
read aloud whatever newspapets or magazines may. - ~. \ 
be available. To, some extent, then, the teahouse ‘ '- 

- also serves as the local library. Similarly, it may — 
also have one of the-few radios in the village. Itisa 
center for exchanging ideas, a place to sit Jong .° ” 
hoyjs, ‘cross-legged in front of a giant teapot, 
samovar, listening to the world outside Aq Kuptuk. 
-Reading and listening and discussing the topics-of 


A Kushan column base ‘used as atableinateahouse ., the day, mel enlarge their, horizons, readying 
Pei oe eer eo a, . themselves consciously or unconsciously for. | 
at AqKupruk: © wer -. . 7 
oe a a ee ee ee ee 
aes To earn extra income this teacher works as a carpenter in : b g® 5 
; the Aq Kupruk bazaar. A local boy who “made good” and re- as ‘7 .*, i ae * « 
: turned t6 be a hometown teacher, he has several roles inAq - co ae 
Kupruk, = ‘ . . : : eas : . . : an . : Zs ae a . 


ee 


:~ wali, Thus Aq Kupruk, o 


, administrative center. And though ¥ 


\ 


* Bazaar activity'in Aq Kupruk has declined in 
“recent years. One. reason was tle downgrading of 
ahs Kuptuk from capital of.a-subprovince to the” 
‘capital of a district between 1961 and 1963. Nearby 
. Sholgara,, previously ‘called Buina Qara, became. 
-' the capital of the Hukumat, a subprovince or wolus.- 


the nine thousand man area, lost: 


a Kupruk, the’ hqw center for adnii 
- Sholgara, witnessed an immediate incre 
economic’ activity. : New shops_opened and ‘the - 
. Sholgara’ bazaar, once open only two days each. 
week, began to open svery day. . 


~ By 1966, Sholgara offered two hundred shops. A 
‘new bazaar area for fifteen hundred Shops was 


"* under construction, including animal inns called 
-_ caravanserais. The number’ of men in Sholgara . 
. increased: from fifteen hundred in.1959-to three 


thousand in 1966. This is almost 10 per cent of the 

_ thirty-one’ thousand men in. the subprovince. 
. Among these men and their families are. Uzbak, . 

_Sarhad Baluch, Mohmand, A. Fridi, Pushtun. .. 


_ Contrasting” with Aq. Kupruk, the ‘stregts of - 


Sholgara are lined with motor vehicles and busy 
with shoppers going to and from the bazaar. Oni the 
-edge of town thére is a latge building for grain _ 


. storage. It offérs protection from famine, :food for. 


those i ay military service, and reduced prices for the 
“many ‘employees of ‘the government. Though 
Sholgara thrives, nearby Aq Kupruk ‘is far from 


dead. Its bazaar continues to serve the local people. 


se : wo. 
wt ' : 


“CHANGE 7 


of.thirteen villages in | 


The “ae Paneth bazaar, looking north, 


“A ‘cloth merchant. He is Tajik, both a shopkeeper and 
farmer, and he serves as a part: ‘time religigus leader, mullah, 
in en piles i ee es ee 
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The, Galant is mote than a ‘place. . It is an- 


institution. An ecdgomic, social,. and. religious © 
"center, the bazaar is at’ the heart of Aq Kupruk, © ant 


| nn ws A> 


\ 
\ 
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Aerial photograph of Aq Kupruk region. The own of Aq Aupruk is inthe upper half of the photo - ae 
graph, right of center. The land is high, ‘dty, and-eroded. aa ae a 
ee fae ea HP cee! .” AGRICUL TURE AT AQ KUPRUK — . 
From aj t airplane thousands of feet above, the town of Aq pruk appears as ge oe . 
stall oval, white rectangles set jewel-like in a black backgroungl, The surrounding | . ‘ 
“<"* terrain looks and is harsh. Watercourses, twisting light-colored bands, meanderto = 
_ meét the town then pass.it by Be 
The view from the ground is quite different. The Balkh River isnot 50 large as \. — 
the valley walls suggest it might once have been. The'town ddminates this ground : 
level view. Trails and roads come together at Aq Kupruk. The dry-hillsides almost * =" 
/ . ss fade from view. Here are soil enough and water enough.to make gardening possible. © =” > - 
5 ha Be This isan oasis, 2. = ae. 6 a ree ae ’ 
“ Gardens grow in the valley flood:plain soil. Wheat ripens on the surrounding - “ 


ee : hills where sheep and goats and cattle graze in open pasture. Agriculture is the --. 
} os... "7... major Aq Kupruk activity. Just about every man and boy are farmers, were, 
-. + © “farmers, or will become farmers, Farming-is the Aq Kupruk way of life. : 


NR Aa eacemnnamen  e e 


.. "Five acres is the average size landholding in Aq Kupruk. Of the fifteen hundred 

males in thé town, 70 per cent own land. The remaining 30 per cent ns as tenant. 
farmers paying rent to their respective landowners according to the so-galled 
“‘fiver’” system, 4 ae oe 7 
he ey re . 

:A man Whoffarms his own land gets to keep or sell his produce’ and keep the © 
‘profits after paying for seed and the wages of helpers. Tenant farmers work under 
different .rules. Ufider the “‘fiver’” system, proceeds from the sale of crops are 
divided into five units. Whether pnaniho tenant, the. provider of the seed gets 
one-fifth of the income. Whoever-provided tM water receives a fifth of the earnings. ~~ 

_ Other fifths go to whoever provided the huriafhand animal labor. The landowner | 
earns a fifth, Thus, if a tenant provides only his labor his earnings are one-fifth of 
the crop. He can earn as much as four-fifths by providing seed, water, animals, and . 
his'labor.”Tenants vary in how much investment they can make and so do tand- 
J 8’. owners. Usually a tenant’s share is three- or four-fifths of the total harvest, an 
. 2 indication that this valley i§ yelatively prosperous. There are other areas in’ the. - 
; ~- “~~ world where.a ‘tenant could: work even harder and earn a gteat deal less. 
ty Land in this area is not measured by the acre but by the jerib. One jerib is about 
half an acre. The average landholding anfong Aq Kupruk males is about ten jéerib, 
. five acres, or 217,800 square feet.of‘earth surface. . a 4 


Not all of this land is- under cultivation. Given the absence of mechanized 
farming in:Aq Kupruk, four to five acres is near-the maximum area that one man 
is. - can farm. Fields occasionally are unused for a year, left fallow to permit the land to 
, -*-- recover its fertility. Open grazing is customary:jn the area surrounding the town. ° 
- ‘These pastures are not usually-included when“bne is discussing individual land 
ownership. The hills belong to'the town. Fields.belong to ‘individuals and to 


families. - 


__° Crops are of two types. Some are grown on hillsides where they are dependent on — 
‘rainfall'and melting snow to provide moisture, Other crops are systematically irri- - 

-. ... ° gated using water diverted from the river. Thus, the two types‘ of crops reflect: two’ 

4 types of terrain: those almost flat lands near the river and. the sloped hillside lands . 

— f® above the valley and its town. 5 * a 
crops, abi and-lalmi, grow in-the: | 
which ate still being deposited by the winds and _ 

“ waters of-Central Asias 07° 7 5° he ~~ 


2) Both irrigated valley “and thountainside 
fine-grained soils, ‘called* loess, 


fa ‘Loess soil.is typical of a mid-coittinental region where strotig winds pick up soil | 
:° particles in one-place and ‘deposit them in another. Similar conditions prevailin the . 
_*-° + ggnter of North America at about the same latitudes and the thick loess sails of” 


"northern China are also well, known. 


s . :. 
aa 


The wind carried, géolian, loess. soil is mixed with alluvial soil washed into the: 
valleys from their slopes afd from their’ headwaters high in the Hindu Kush, 


ke 22 "This isa region which has severe dust storms'and floods. There is little vegetation 
-.. -.°  to-hold dqyn the soil to prevent it¥rom blowing of washing.-The best hillside grass 
~ s - "is thin eveh in the spring.: As in other dry lands, such calamities of nature have. 
——~. come to be expected by the peasants who live there. ws 


) : a . | - . 7 
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_ Storm clouds gather over Salang Pass. in central Afghanistan. The town of Aq Kupruk i is located i in the foothills of the Hindu 

’ Kush Mountains, It depends:on precipitation at the high eons ey » the “oe rain i in. the summer—to fill the > 

, 7 rs rivers and streams that ‘bring’ life to. the id plains. 
i ‘2 4 “ : . BPs a 
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~ Dust storms sometimes last for several days.. During these times the sky is © ae. 
Ae _ darkened and the sun is ‘not visible. The a creeps into homes. It saturates . . - °° 
a a ~ elothing and coats the skin. One’s teeth fee gritty: And then it*is gone, - 
For most of the year the air above Aq. ‘Kupeuk is cleay. The sun almost always : = oP sa 
' shines brightly. And in the: long run, the windstorms and the dust are an advantage. Behe og. 
Every year there is some new soil. The air currents and river w&ters benefit Aq 2 
a di They enable continuous human settlement of this oasis in a harsh land Sg 


ee" . 
oe 


While the occurrence of a dust s storm is uncertain, they tend. too occur alongwith: © © 2 & 
spring and summer winds, In‘su imertime. such storms can perch tender "young 2 
ie ee spoil a harvest. er 

3 , an 


Yearly spring thaws or downpours may frive’ suddenly bringing totrents of . 
_ water raging down:the riverbeds and gullies ove Aq Kuypruk, on the other hand, | 
. rain ‘often porn arrive on time of it rains 5 toby little. ° — 
It may not snow much during the winter and thus leave eyen the soils at high a ° eth 
elevations in such a dty.condition that they cannot support the grasses, needed by ° eo fe 
the herds of sheep and goats and cattle. If the animals don’t get enough toeat then. 


« 


some ‘must +t be slaughtered, T hose underfed animals whore can survive produce, less _ 
"manure. The fields the following year will have less fertility and the aia of Aq, 
Saas will also miss ‘the .use of dry dung for fuel. 


“Agriculture ‘depends upon weather and upon soil. The soil itself must be more - 
: » mineral deposits and particles of rock. Without humus a-soil ig.dead. Fertile 
-§ tually alive for humus provides the decaying matter which bacteria eat and 
t into soil-nutrients.. That decaying matter also holds water for later use by | 
-- crops, The Central Asian soils which surround Aq Kupruk. typically have little - 
- humus. The: ‘decaying roots’-of grass provide some. Here and there there isa’ 
deciduous ‘tree. or. bush which produces leaves to fall and make mutts 


Aninials are ic especially vilabien in such a dry land for they convert sees! small . 
brush, and grains into humus and nitrogen-rich manure as well as into meat, milk, -.. - 
wool, and hides. Aq Kupruk agriculture depends upon animals to quite a degree.. --sC 
, Without:them the soil would produce less grain, fewer. afi and less ‘fruit. = = 2 
__ And-the homes of Aq Kupruk would be cold in the winter were it not for the: supply * ga 
“of dried. dung, manure a eae to sun: and air, to use as fuel. 


" Farming 


Aq Rinak farming: techniques . have changed litt over. the centuries.. A “ 
wooden plowhead,. pointed, and. covered with iron is puffed by oxen to loosen the 
_ earth, Men and boys follow behind ‘with hand tools breaking the water-clotted and 
“sun-baked soils into smaller pieces. Seeds aré scattered by hand. Ripened grain is. — 
_.eut with sickles-by teams of harvesters. Then it is trodden by animals to separate « 


'.._ the-grains from the sheaths and stalks on which they have: grown. Tossed into the ee neem 
ie the heavier grains fall to the cloth- poe een heaving chaff i in the air'to. © 
ee blow away. wae 


; 
“While reaping, thrpshing, and winnowing summer . wheat, whole families follow . 
the harvest, leaving Aq Kupruk to spend often as much as‘a month.on their <=. . ; 
_ ~mountainside farms. They live, during these periods, in khergah, the circular tents. = i \ 
or ~ of their Uzbak and Tajik nomadic pasts. These summer shelters are constructed of © - 
ae” . '. sticks and straw which are lashed together with cord and covered with felt cloth or 
__ skins. The special advantages of the khergah or yurt are its portability and:adapta- 
bility Lined with felt: or mpgs, it is.a warm temporary shelter during the field 
harvests. Erected inside a fafnily compound in Aq Kupruk, it is'a cool summer | ee 
' retreat. Although there are many of Uzbak and Tajik ethnic origin, no residents of -. *.- 
Aq Kupruk are nomads now, but the khergah, common throughout Central Asia, - ghee 
+. afd sumimer harvests are reminders that these pore! have hot always been’ agri- ec? a 
‘ cultural villagers... | mg Sw Fe wo 


The involvement of 1 women in tthe wiles, hasete is an interesting feature of 
* women’s work in Aq Kupruk. It may als link them to their nomadic:past. In the © + | 
: _ _. town, their responsibility consists mainly of. cooking and even in-this area husbands « ~ 
a, consider themselves superior. Men prepare the meals for guests, But women are“ — 
' permitted to take a. more active role during the summer. wheat harvest. Then 
‘ whole families go into the hill country, providing women rare opportunity to travel © 
and:be directly involyed in an important endeavor. They appear in the open-and | 
' without veils, for sales are ganas to be around at these times and on the hot 
ee Lag oe a eS 


|, . Wheat, corn, coriander, and caminseed are the principal crops of Aq Kuptuk.,- 
Cotton has been grown in the past. ‘Berries, fruits, and nuts are ajso available. 
Earops, eggplants; onions, rice, tomatoes, and ee are common 1 inithe gargens: 


\ 


“Thig khergah i is home for a an e Kupruk family during the summer wheat haved. . eo 


‘The Balkh River flows through .. 
_. Aq Kupruk providing water for - 
the canal that runs behind the __ 
; retaining wall, irrigating gardens 
and turning.a millwhgel: The Aq 
Kupruk school. ‘is ‘in’. the “fore- . 
poe = 


An Urbak hunter with miatehlosk: ee and” 


< 


- Wheat i is grown: on hillside’ fields and sometimes 
~ a few-wind-blown seeds even take root on the mud 
. rooftops ofbuildings. After all, isn’t it practical to 
| exploit the soggy-mud of a rooftop, cultivating a 
plant which will produce roots to strengthen the 


wheat then has provided green color, some forage, 

-.. "and added strength to the roof, why then should it_ 
We “not be permitted to grow stalks and produce heads 
~ of grain, if the rains come.at the right time and the 


a little extra wheat in. the summer harvest. 


“. Most’ wheat is grown, away ‘from town ata higher | 

py: |” altitude in the hills. Here it goes through ‘its annual ' 
cds ‘. cycle providing food for the- townspeople, and their 
om, pe livestock and some for the ‘nomads who. will be 


oe . rT passing by. 


hele, o ” “6 


Wheat, the mainstay of the Aq Kupruk agriculture ci ‘diet, has long been 
‘domesticated in Central Asia but. corn has been imported. Like tomatoes, corn was 
brought from the. Aniericas to Eurasia, to the delight of Aq Kupruk adults, 


. ‘children, and livestock. ‘Corn i is eaten too by cliff: dwelling crows which are then — 


killed and.eaten, . . et" 


oy 


Bread-is the Hist important food at. Aq Kupruk. Bread arf vegetables and small . : 


". quantities of lamb are the basic foods: Kid (young goat).and chickens provide both 


‘meat and dairy products. J An ox.is occasionally Le ieiog and there: is: we gate in: . 


- the ‘hills. : 
Ny 


- Chuker partedues doves, pigeons, ang quail may be shot or 1 trapped by hunters, 


_.. The Balkh River provides fish. And in the mountains. nearby, gazelle and ibex’ can 
. be had if one is patient and a good shot. “4 


‘Aq Kupruk people consume animal and plant protéins and. carboliydrates. Their 7 
_tdiet -has almost no sugar.. ‘They eat meat, vegetables, ffuits, nuts, and butter and 


yogurt. Being Muslims, they’ eat no pork. Their food: supply ‘is almost totally 


a dependent on their. own agricultutal efforts. And food cultivation, ‘gathering, and | 
. processing provides’ almost total employmept for ‘the vast majority of towns- ' 


people. Fresh or dried, food is plentiful among the people of Aq Kupruk. The avail- 


ability. of some foods, however, is seasonal and autipredictabley 


Farming; herding, and hunting are day-to- day responsibilities of re Kupruk 


_.: males. From an early age their lives. are dominated by these tasks which make 
_ human life possible in a rugged, harsh environment. Religion and families are 
important, But the activities central to,survival are primary in Aq Kupruk. 


cos a ; ; . : 6 
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' animal*mask hat which can be’ Jpwered ver the. 
- entire ‘face. ; | . Same 


roof ‘mud and bind it together? And why not 
provide a Jlittle greenery on the rooftop? If the aaa 


‘© goats can be kept away? If it alf works out, there’s a 


Q 


‘Aa Kupruk an Deyond. te oe, © hee ee 
“Rice: sugar, ‘paisins, and iecck grapes 2 are imported, the inter from the Afghan- a 

- : istan tawns, like Sangcharak to the west and Mazar-i-Sharif to the-north. Rice and ° a. ee 
e .. dg Sugar, major commodities for ‘trade, still corge predominantly from outside the «2: 

~~. *  gountry. Thus commerce makes one congciou§ of the nearness of the Asian and ©. — - 

OP Mediteyranean agricultures to ‘which: Aq Kuprdk is linked by tradition and-even. .- view _ 
-v modern food distribution patterns., But.the patterns are changing as economic © | = 
.-+ "1, development schemes spread across Afghanistan. Both rice and sugar cane, as. wel 7 
Pap 1 ve 7 as-corn, shgar beets, and cotton, are being grown increasingly: on irtigated land © ae, : 
te oe vce “eloser to the. Oxus: ‘and Kunduz Rivers. With the expansion of irrigation facilities ae 4 4. aan 
ee ys EY ae ground Ag{ Kuprals, this area, too. may become more’ productive: ee Fg oe 


> 


pe es Other’ agricultural products. link the. yen ot Aq Kupruk with trade s beyond, 
Ate. theif immediate, region, even beyond. Afghanistan's political boundaries. .Wool i is . ae 
a es, “shorn from the goats.and sheep which forage the hills around Aq’ Kupruk. Itis sy 
X)..t > * then washed, corded, and ‘spun into yarn for the making of clothing and. rugs. The 
pei + Tugs of Central Asia are famous and expensive because of the labor-intensive proce = 6 
7 . ... esses used in their manufacture. Aq Kupruk wool not only clothes its inhabitants, it . 7 «S 
N. °° .* ” ‘alsé brings weaith to the townspeople when it can be sold as a cash export or traded ee | Oe 
w ae for wh{ptever is available that the wor: sellers want, or need. ae , » - 


Sheep ina goats: grane the foothills of. Ronen Aiiaiiaae Sone years, most sgeonttei in 197 1, soma must being ' 


< ee ; "+ flocks to the lowland plains in early summér because alpine pagpur es become tod dry. Aq ast families own their: 3 
. own herds and also trade: with nomad herdsmen. 2 7 ee , » eee 3 2 
aes Gases = 3 % as ae eg RO . age 
. na : | es 
4 ‘ & os.” ¢ :- ’ 
F ate é 27 =? . ; 21 
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. ‘ Even: dairy sreducts may chase ‘far-reaching ‘commercial signiticaties: although ee te Se ee 
~ 8 wast of ‘the production: is: for local ‘use. Milk, ‘from both. goats. and cows, is . ~~ mg 
a cortyerted into yogurt, the mast which’ is so popular from Central Asia tothe © | 
a ae bu 88 Mediterranean, dried curds called kristi, and clarified butter, roghan or ghee, well. ; 
ir ae known ‘in Asia ta the: east, ‘and south of Aq Kupruk. - i 
a no Camels, donkeys and horses and ‘herds a sheep, seats: aa: cattle are the - 
‘ee, @ io measure of a man’s wealth. Besides. their importance ‘as items for trade and for - 
2, 3? 2. eaniersion ‘to food, they provide transportation and animal labor for the people of. 
Ag Kupruk<. They haul khergah to “the mountainsidegfields. Baskets ‘Of winnowéd — . 
: . wheat are transported back to the conipounds in town. Horses: and donkeys are; Fg’ 
~ used ‘to. pull. pigws.. Horses are highly P¥rsonal possessions used by.:their male — Se 
-_’., owners as work animals. Owning horses also can confer prestige on their owners 
eae wen they 3 are. nace or: “used in the seme of “goat. Brabbing,: buzkashi. _ a 


rh. we | As. in. many y parts of the aend ‘where soil ‘and. Climate seer to work against aa ‘ 
human survival, the work’ of producing food and fiber is a major part of life at Aq: , : 


7 * - ‘Kupruk,-at the “white bridge’ over the Balkh River i in isa north of the: 
. Hindu ‘Kush: Mountains. 


~~ 


. : : < . : my oaks 
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ge * . ‘The walled gardens of. Aq.Kupruk ‘are separated by paths connecting the various sections of the town.’ = ' ' 


i Photo .7. 7 ve re \ 


| Notes -_ yee 4 i‘ : \ ’ 7 = : - 
notographs in this document are the work of Dr: Louis Dupree, of the Am i ican 
‘sities Field Staff. They were made during his studies in Aq Kupruk 1959, 062, 
fad 1972, 2 ere Ss  N a en ae 


reer . ‘ . \ 
_ |’... «+ Students interested in viewing more photographs of the people of Afghanistan should 
“.., + gonsult'G.F. Debets, Louis Dupree, Eugene V. Prostov, and Henry Field, Physica 
' + Anthropology of Afghanistan: I-II, Cambridge, Massachusetts: Peabody Museum — 
ae .- _ Translation Series ofthe Peabody Museum: of Archaeology and Ethnology, \_ - 
1970, $10.00 paperback. le ie a aa a 


4 The photogtaphs: on the previous pages are of subjects as follows: 
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~, Cover Aa Xuprak Wrestlers sy). Photo S A Tajik Farmer = 


_ 23 Photo 1“A Khoja Mullah and Farmer =—=—S—photo. 6 pon of a Tafk Father © 
og : Photo 2 A Safi.Pushtun =~ : ~ ‘and Uzbak Mother a 
.. +. Photo 3 A Sayyid Shopkeeper °° .. Photo’ 7 Pushtun Nom Selling Goats _ 

' Photo 4°An Uzbak Farmer \ .) dn Aq Kupruk Bazaar ° 
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: POWER AND STATUS IN AQ KUPRUK * 
a ee ee 


| Afghan Ethnic Groups 
"and Their Languages 


ushtun - Pashto* Pzbak - Turkic* 
es Tajik = Dar* Turkoman.- Turkic : . 


Hazara -Hazang** = Kirghiz - Turkic 


Brahui - Dravidian 
Moghul - MogholPersian** 
i ixed Ethnic Groups a 
Feehet 2 wae 
| Sayyid: Baluchy --(*Spoken in Aq kupeu aoe a 
3 ‘, _ (*#Also Spoken around AqKupruk) : 


qd 


‘Provistal Map 


of. 
Afghanistan — Capital 
eta d Gaases ies Kabul 
Precagnagieaa Kandahar 
p2lbies beeei nice (co Herat 
4 Balkh.v..........  Mazar-i:Sharif 
’ 6 Ningrahar........ ,.... Jalalabad: - 
6 Paktyo...v....ee ya... Gardez - 
 TGhaanl eevee ... Ghazni: 
' §Hilmand....... -..., Lashkar Gah 
9Farah.............. vo. Farah 
10 Faryab...........0005 Maimana_ 
11 Jowzjan.:.....:.... Shibarghan. 
12 Takhar....:...... Leoaceicy Taliqan 
-'18.Badakhshan.......1....Faizabad 
14 Bamiyan............,...Bamiyan 
16 Uruzgan.............. ,. Uruzgan 
16 Ghor...5...6...6.. Chakheharan 
17 Parwan .... 60... ..- ,..Charikar. 
- 18 Kundpz ..%.........,..Kunduz 
19 Baghlan:...... woes, Baghlan 
20 Samangan..........:...5. Aibak 
21 Badghis......... .. Qalaryi-Naw 
- 2 Nimroz,..s 4.6.6.4. 1M. .Zaranj: 
. 23Zabul............5... 8. .Kalat 
24 Logar........ ++ Baraki-Barag 
26 Wardak-Maidan .. . . Maidanshabr 
. 36 Kapisa.......;.. Mahmud-i-Raqi 
2 agin fat tea opens Mehtarlam 


- 28Kunar ..ee.....e. .. Asadabad 


“POWER AND STATUS IN AQ KUPRUK IN AFGHANISTAN 


- Both formal ‘and informal power structures influence the people of Aq Kupruk,. 
‘In such a small and remote town, person-to-person and family-to-family relation. 
ten are of great importance. Even where every family head owns land and all are . 
_ Muslim, there are still: differences of ‘status and: power among: individuals and — 
" - groups. Ethnic background is significant among the people of Aq Kupruk. $o are. 
- the distinctions between newcomers, those. whose families have moved to'Aq — 
*Kupruk in this-century, and those whose families were already inhabitants of the = = 
town. Important as the informal power structures are, they are difficult todescribe =» * 
because: they are usually subtle if not invisible. And while. the informal power.- | 
_ structute is known to all who live in a town, it may not be talked about openly. The = ot 
_ insiders know. The. outsiders try. to figure it out. ei er 


o Governmental levels, of course, represent the machi easier to describe Foonal , 
' power structures. These include the national eovernment of Afghanistan 
es teaditionally led oe a° “King, 


THE GOVERNMENT OF AFGHANISTAN 


; re Kupruk is is a small town located: north of the Hindu Kush Mountains near 
7 ee Afghanistan’ s border with Russia, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. Afghan- 
“@ .  i8tan itself is in a transitional area on ‘the Asian continent between the “Middle — 
- East” and “South and Central Asia. oa ~ a, 


The national government. of Afghanistan i is centered in the capital city, Kabul. Gee a teks 
Traditionally ruled by kings, Afghanistan has been a constitutional monarchy = =. 
“ . since. 1930. King Mohammad Zahir Shah assumed the throne in 1933 and ruled’ oH 
—— together with.a Parliament consisting of an Upper and Lower House. A new Consti- 

y . — tution approved in 1964 replaced that of 1930 and allowed for more popular 
. participation in government. The, period ~ 1964 is ofte ‘referred: to in’ Afghan- — 
istan as ule D néw eS - : he 


iA, Ua 1! : 
A UL ee nee 


Parllament buildings in Kabul, Afghanistan. 


I nc we saree ee kh Se ben oe a 6 LE EE. PAE AE AOR ORT OF RO ANOT 


At 2: IA. M., ily 17; 1973, thie eee of ce was over: 
‘thrown by a military. coup. It was led by Sardar Mohammad Daoud Khan, first - 
*. cousin and-brother-inlaw of the King and a former Prime Minister of the country .. 
-. (1953-1963). Daoud declared Afghanistan a Republic with himself as President and, 
Prime a King Zahir formally abdicated: the throne from. exile i in Digs a 
“The policies of the few Republic of Atshanistari are not: ‘yet cleat. There i is every 
indication, pomevet that structu al changes will be minor. 


. The Parliament; Shara; has an appointed and elected: upper home: Mesketing: 
 Jirgah. Representatives are. elected tor the lower house, Wolesi Jirgah. A Prime - me A 
Ministet/President serves as the ational executive. . a a en gee 4 
"There: area Supreme Court and abinet Ministries for Tribal Affairs, chamuntice. 4 
cations, Public Health; Planning, ‘Commerce, Information arid Culture, Education, .°. 
+ - Public Works, Agriculture, Justide, Finance, Interior Affairs and National. 
Defense. Several Cabinet members ‘are usually in the role of “Ministers without, 
Portfolio.” They are free to represen  all-other interests of the nation or particular = 
‘ones ag needs and‘troubles arise. Floods and faminés, for example, can receive their =| 
_ immediate attention. And they can. bting up subjects which have -been Byprjooked of 
by other Ministers 9 with ‘specific res nsibilities. isi 


The riational capital i is located south and east of Aq Kupruk, uth oft the Hiidu 
Kush Mountains. at Kabul. Here live the government officials and most. of the. 
7 Uerate people in the nation, Kabul i is the home also of. the sonmner royal family. : 


Gevetatnentil representatives: have co siderable influence on Afghanistan’ S. 
towns and villages. They can tax, arrange to have roads. sence pon. Af built, dnd a eae 
- provide funds for schools. Yet by no means is the natjonal government the major =~ 
soiitce of power in the day-to-day. lives of \Aq Kupruk farmers-and shopkeepers. 
Nor are.the nomads accompanied by government agents‘on a regular. basis. The . ns 
-.. governmertt is in‘Kabul. It can influence but does not appear to control the daily Bi 
_lives of pe le in Aq Kupruk. ae La 


“Government? for the people of: Aq Kupr primaiily means law and order'in ‘ “°°. -- 
. the form of the police, tax collections, and conse Yption officers—and thetown has . ~° 
‘benefited little from any one of these three,” \according to anthropologist Louis. - S 
_ ‘Dupree, writing i in 1966. “In fact, most contadts with government officials have: - an . 
- been unpleasant; although under the enlightened policies of the new government, re, 
_ ‘conditions have improved tremendously. A recen Encicrent, however, will Tieteate ce - 
~ the ee of the situation: cae ad, Se ae 


- "The Afghan: qovernitients greatly conceinied ver the duit epideente ere 
- which swept northern Afghanistan i in the summer bf 1965, dispatched health \. a 
_teamis to combat the spread of this killer, The teams\ blocked roads and estab: ” _# ce : 
lished checkpoints all along the main roads leading north and south.’ All - oe 
"travelers had to have proof of immunization against ¢holeta with them or be is 
_. «vaccinated on the spot. The motives behirid this were\pure and noble, but in::. 
~~: practice the effort probably brought mgre misery than relief. Several people’ ~ 
died of cholera. in Aq Kupruk*before ‘an Afghan médical:man arrived by, in 
" .. motorcycle (how he made it over the road from Pul-ijBarek still mystifies me), 
_ laden with serum (but no ice) and-one syringe and needle. For three days he. ee 
+ * wandered eros the pat shooting peop. as mee cami to themt,.° one fatal foe 24° A 


=n 3 : . . ~e 


“the other, until-he had emptied the syringe. Then-he would refill—without: a 


even cleaning the needle in boiled water, as one-shopkeeper observed—and “ 
. begin. to vaccinate again, In a few days; over a hundred people thus treated 

came down with high fevers and vomiting, but, luckily, no one, died. Those 
"who had not been. shot considered themselves fortunate, and I ‘considered . 


~ “myself extremely lucky that none of my archaeological workmen had bothered. _ 


. {to be vaccinated.’ 


a ‘American Universities: Field Staff. Associate Dupree concluded ‘that “Aq.~' . + 
Kupruk, because of its intermediate position between true town and true. village, ° 
‘illustrates many of the changes-occurring’today outsidé Kabul, the national capital. « 


Tlike to say that two Afghanistans exist: Kabul and the rest of. the country.’ For. 


while Kabul is rapidly becoming a modern city, tlt rést of Afghanistan lags far 7 


~. Neolithic farming self-sufficiency in an Iron Age technology.” Having beer rs 


-. behind.” “THe ng sl sf Kupruk,” he points. out, ‘can be described as‘a 


changed from a higher to“a lower status as a governmental administrative center, 
- Aq Kupruk‘is a reverse of the more typical expanding population center growing in 


population, power, and status. Aq Kupruk is no longer the District Administrative - 


“CEnter."According to Louis Dupree, ‘‘the dominant commercial bazaar ecqnomy 


_.... has slowly been reverting to an almost exclusively agricultural economy. The ‘new: : 
democracy’ in Afghanistan, however, and the new breed of:administrators (such as . 


the energetic Wali Sahib of Balkh Province and the Alakadur.of Kishindi) have 


helped-arrest the process-of de-urkanization. Aq. Kupruk may grow again in'impor- | : 


tance as a commercial center.”’“ Probably the new trading center at ‘Sholgara will 


continue to grow faster and remain the foremost center in the region” around Aq . | 


. Kupruk. This is “mainly because of the new motorable road running north and 


south.” Whereas today the Sholgara bazaar has many full-time specialists, only:a.- = 


"few have remained in Aq Kupruk, 


K os Kabul during the elections of 1970.; 


a 


Electiondering in Parwan Province near. Sa 


Men in aq Buprak =e on itn canal carrying water — thé oe ig River to garden and a mill, 
rr eee ee “After World War H, land began to. lose its primary ‘role as a. traditional souftces 
“a. of power in Aq Kupruk, In the past people had used their surplus cash to purchase 

2. more land, Now a most capable farmers own land, their surplus cash is used *, 
; to purshase ad’ ditio mnodity and luxury items (radios, watches, clothing, fur- 
~ ‘4 qo nitire, glassware, g lant ns, flashlights, etc.) Liberals may point out that the. 
“oy. 4 .system.bleeds the poor farmer, but.1 find that-this is difficultto belitve'in all cases. 
rs. | Many\shareeroppers I have known. over the past sixteen years in Afghanistan,’ "Dr. ; Py 
Pee a ® ” - Dupree’ writes, “are now la downers—thatis is, if at have ha to be e Bee, ioe 
“ faery, + a a 


a Blect! ons for the. re Parliament, in 1970, underscored the existence of . 

... . =. >" two Afghanistans: Kabul ahd the rest of the country. : ‘Voting outside the capital 

a -.. pttovince followed ethnic, kin-oriented lines. This is despite the fact that there-has | 

4 " - » beef much intermingling ofathnic groups, especially in northern. Afghanistan. But 

a> «tHe true power elite emerg&d from behind its “‘myd curtain” in greater numbers. 

“The elections ended, the votes counted and checked, charges and countercharges - 

~~ made, the ea Ministes Nipiatsat released: the. results over Radio. Afghanistan.” ’ ti 

= Asviewed by Lbuis Dupree, writing in-1971, the “composition of the Lower House * 

/ /  S °. of the thirtéenth Paglia ent remarkably resembles the eleventh, the last ‘rubber- | 
Ba stamp’. Parliament.” ‘The thirteenth Parliafnent continued .the “do-nothing’” 
‘0 § pattern of Its predgcess6r; Legislative inaction was 4 principal, factor contributing 

. " ---*° tg the coup which oecurred July 17,.1973. The Lower Houise of Parliament, for 

op + example, had failed to muster a quorum ae two mes between mid- March and | 


on ony it. a; iad sal eC ' - . ; 


a) 


"© ‘THE PROVINCIALGOVERNMENTOFBALKH) os 
ae ae ere Ais ; 


woe ee The provin is . 
beg le * # divided into Distrets which are called Algkadari. Aq Kupruk is in the District of «°°. > | 
cine: Kishindi, Alakadari-i-Kishindi, and was formerly the district’s government center, = = = |... 
~. °°". Aq Kupruk was replaced as the governmental administrative center for Kishindi 5 =. =, * 
_. District,by the town of Sholgara. This has led:to an | aaa in'the economic growth. a 


1 capital ‘of Balgh Province is. Mazar-i-Sharif. The province is 


' _ and status of Sholgara and ‘cortesponding decreasds in Aq Kupruk. Along the un- 
. paved road which connects the two towns, some families have moved to Sholgara. . ~ 
-’ Its attractions include not only a governmental and trading center, but also: ea 
-. Islamic religious institutions, a rapidly expanding bazaar, electricity, paved roads, =~" # 
hae . ~ medical faciliti¢s and, of course, the other features of an expanding urban éenter. i a 
o,f. The road-is paved from Sholgara to Mazar-i-Sharif which offers a still larger (° 7 
: ~ . bazaar, several Islamic institutions i ing the famous Blue Mosque, arid gov- 


; elud 
+o % °°. ‘ernmental agencies. From here there is régulat airplane and bus service to Kabul. ’ 
>.’ Mazar-i-Sharif.is“‘the city” of the region in which Aq Kupruk is located. Not only =| 
"=. is it the center of national and provincial power in the area, it.is also an airplane 
departure center for Muslim pilgrims performing a-Aajj to Mecca. Its resources are” 
extefsive. Those of Sholgara are less—-but growing. Both centers contrast with Aq. 


5. y+) * STATUS ANDPOWERINAQKUPRUK 


_ “The formal power structure in Aq Kupruk is represented by the government = 8 . 
hierarchy. Informal pressure groups ‘ajso play great roles in decision-making.”. - =... , 
These were described by Louis Dupree in 1966. ‘An ethnic peck order,” -he sug: - a gts 
“| gested, “must be included in any discussion of the local-power structure. Here the - ge, 8 
: / -, .. few Pushtun occupy the highest position, followed by the majority group, the Tajik. . 
es . Within the Tajik group, the Sa’dats (Sayyids) and Khoja feel supertor to the _. 
general run of Tajik. The Uzbak are the ‘low men on the totem pole’ in Aq Kupruk, 
except for the Hazara, living in the hills around the town. All residents of Aq 
- Kupruk look on. them with contempt. There is also a village of Moghul'south of Aq 
- Kupruk, and they rank withthe 1. zara at the bottom of the ethnic pecking order. . 
- . [Photographs illustrating the-ethnft variety of Aq Kupruk are provided in Faces of - 
Aq Kupruk.] Oe FM ee ee ee sy a 


”~ exist. The ‘gang’ chiefs usually remain outside the recognized village governing. ° - 


ae 
eo: 
hed 


ws. 


a Kishiridi 


. ‘ ee 3 


“The Pune came to Aq. Kupruk in 1949; forcibly never ioe by the 


government, after.an unsuccessful revolt by the Safi Pushtun, who attempted to. | 


- seize the Jalalabad garrison. (Jalalabad, south of Kabuléis strategically situated -on 
- the road to the Khyber Pass, mountain gateway to the East.] The government then 
scattered these dissidents over north Afghanistan. The Safi leader in Aq Kupruk. 

controls a ‘gang’—~and there 1 is no better way to describe it. Although Aq Kupruk 
people have no word for this type of informal grouping, sevefal such ‘ gangs’ do: . 


: ‘bodies, but they are-consulted when important decisions must be made, such as 
who shall clean out the irrigation canals, who shall work on various other outside . 
_ projects (such: as my eee excavations), who shall go te to the bats and so - 
. forth. : ; . 


‘© 


The most intensive loyalties center marouid’ kinship groups, inaly the. 


- Dectended family. In descending order of intensityg the following list indicates*the 
“usual chain of loyalties: the extended family, the informal ‘ ‘gang,” the locafethnic a 
«group, and the town of. Aq Kupruk ‘itself. This is changing ig regent years, |’ 


particularly since World War II. The heads of extended families have been rapidly | 


- Josing influence as the Afghan Army ‘‘drafts the. local ' ‘young men, as new | - 
- development projectshave siphoned. off surplus labor, and as the secular schools 3 
. ‘have set new ideals and aspirations before the younger people,”’ . 


‘The “gang” leader is’a relatively” new phenomenon. It has developed ‘as “the | 


~ ethnic groups have become more mixed. The ‘‘gang”’ itself usually includes men _ 


" from several ethnic groups, thus continuing to break down ethnic-and tribal loyal- 
ties. The: “gang” intrudes between the ethnic or tribal group and the extended — 
"family to meet the new conditions brought about: by the increased democratization. 
in ‘the political, Sphere and the new. economic conditions brought about. by the 


development programs. A “gang’’ usually grows out of a work group (such as 5 coal _ 


minets, factory wotkers, or lorry drivers from the same routes). 


“Loyalty to the town of ay Kuprik i is the weakést of all,’ Dupree wrote in 1966, 
‘because people still fear the government and prefer to have as me as possible to ~ 
‘do: with it.” Some people are openly Antagonistic because it replaced traditional | 
‘ Teaders with new ‘leaders chosen.in a more democratic mapner. No longer do 


hereditary village chiefs, maliks;,. rulecwjth 1 the assistance and advice of the village" . 


_council of elders, rish-i-safidan. Each area‘is divided into Kariehs, and-every village 
or town has a number of Kariehdurs.” “‘Probably ‘ward leader’ would be the 
" closest translation” of Kariehdurs. The people elect’ Kariehdurs every three years, 
- but the central government ‘authorities’ must. approve those elected: Just as 


+ small: town officials in the United. States make careers of small-time political jobs, 
~-so do the officials of Aq Kupruk. Of tht:three Kariehdurs 1 know reasonably well, : 


eee had beon in office .for twenty years and. the other for aeygh an 
“A local village coutiell, jirgah, does riot exist officially. But both the Kariehdurs 


ict had a: total of fifteen Kariehdurs for its 19,005 men, and’ they 


2 Pre the pitt seek out the village elders for advice and counsel. In 1966 the © 


- formed ari informal council for the leader, the Alakadur. Although he does not - 


'. » - consult them collectively, he often invites a few: to discuss the ee of their re- . 
a Spective areas. _ 7 - S 


“Thus national, tects apeice and local poverinineats’ inflpence the lives of .. 
'. the people of Aq Kupruk. Each of these has power and status. But the major forces. 


in human lives at Aq Kufruk are still related primarily to ethnic; background, o 


family. setae: lock frigndships, and a re eee withi@Wthe ae 


pains POR FURTHEH . 
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* Laut Dips The Deaoas of Population tn » Afghani om ip ar a: one 


_ POPULATION DYNAMICS} IN arcnphIsTaN 


Southeast Asia, is not considered an over opulated . roughly 63 persons per square mile, » AS against 


ree unlike some: of its eighbon of “population of hihanties ‘a1 16, 113, 000, 7 
53 
poustey A United Nations ne in I 68 set the: , fee Indonesia. and 415, Aor India. 7 ( ¥4 


f 
vs 
ri 


The rugged, aon slope’. mountains, with their 
| high altitudes, the barren, desert-like land and dry 


. climate are only some of the factors that limit the 

' population of this small, land-locked nation, sur- 

_- rounded by four ‘countries—the Soviet os 
Pakistan, Iran,. and China, 


Climate and land deals limit the: seu S Bp- 


‘ulation. Agricultural production has been stable 


for many years and the population growth rate is 


moderate. Even though occasional cholera epi- 


demics, or outbreaks of malaria severely cut into 


- the population, Afghanistan has a healthy popula- - 


tion compared to most. countries of South and 


Southeast Asia. . 


Other factors also help ‘fiold th tion | | : 
oe eee © Popuiation -€qually dealt out and endured by both sides. 


. down. A high rate of infant deaths has long been a 


fact in Afghanistan, probably because. of unsani- 


"tary conditions in the home. Crude local abortion is 


practiced, and sometimes there is deliberate neglect 


. of baby girls, .consideted less desirable by Afghan 


1 


fathers than a baby son. Neglect of female children 
is not, however, as common today as it used to be. 


If an Afghan child reaches the age of two, he or she © 


has ‘a, good chance of attaining maturity, , |: 


One practice that affects both attitudes and 
lifespan is the feuding that goes on between the. 
males of different families. People are sometimes 


killed over what we might consider minor quarrels, 
disputes for which they have no- locally available 


_ “institutionalized’’ mediators such as courts of law.: 
Feuding is taken for granted by Afghans living in - 


a ‘rural. areas. It is an acceptable metic for ex- 


_.the people of rural Afghanistan are busy farming ~ 


- pressing grievances, 


The feuding, interestingly enough; ‘is usually of’a 
geasonal nature. For nine or teri months of the year, 


and sheep-herding. In that period, hard work pro; 
vides an outlet for their tensions and aggressive- 


ness. But when. the slack season comes, men sit 


“round the village or camp telling folktales about 


‘past glories of warfare. « 


“It is then’ that Afghan oo learn stout? 
_ masculine superiority from their-fathers, uncles, . 
and older men of the community. The tales they _ 


- hear emphasize warfare and superiority of one 


group over others. Conflict is quick to flare up 


during this period of close contact in .a highly” 
" ag amet - 


ion, ° 


an. 


‘The: rivalry between young men is is sharpened by ; 
competitive courting of female cousins. Marriage _ 


, with the daughter of the father’s brother is - 


considered very desirable. A young Afghan man 
will fight with other young men to marry his young » 
cousin, whether or not she’s willing to marry him. 
-Actually most marriages are arranged by the fam- 


ilies, leaving little choice to the young . People es 
. involved. a 


Warfare and fending ate fot. limited to one 


"group of families-or to one village. When the season . 


is slack and the men are idle, the urge is strong to~ 


- feud also with neighboring groups. They fight over 
gan (women), zar (gold), and zamin (land). 


a 


The killing and property ‘destruction must ibe | 


Feuding is not continued year round because if the 
feud were to last into the agricultural season, val- 
uable work and time, of great importance to the 
family and community, would be lost. In, other — 
words, the Afghans have a time for work and a time 
-for wat, ‘but the two must not overlap. | 


Partly because sons are lost through blood feuds, ~ 


'. large families are considered desirable. A man with 


only three sons might lose them all in a feud. If he - 
is old he cannot replace them. A man with more 


sons is almost sure to have som male heirs when he ° 
- dies, and thus his offspring perpetuate the family 
. line. The more sons one has, the more secure is the 


family line. A man with many sons usually has 
more economic. power. They help him work. the 
land and a their money to pay more land: 

— my 


Despite Afghanistan's sparse population many 


- people and agencies interested in the welfare of the 


country believe that the introduction of family 


. planning and birth control practices, would bring | 
‘improved public health, ‘better. edijcation, and: 
“ faster economic growth, 


\ 


ae The Afghan’s intereiG in having many sons is - 
a one of the factors to be overcome in trying to’ 
introduce family planning to Afghanistan. In a. 


‘society where masculine superiority is the ideal, 


men see a large family as proof of their virility. If - 
birth ‘control is practiced by the wives, the 
husbands are likely to become angry. Also, there is . 
opposition to birth control by ewe conserva: - 
tives. 


&. oy 


The siajoity of Afghans = Muslims, felicia 
in Islan, followers. of the Prophet: Mohammad.’ 
'. Traditionalist religious leaders think birth control . 
ptactices are contraty to’ the teachings of 


7 Mohammad, as presented in the Koran. Modern- 
ists, now a. predominantly. urban. minorily, but -’ 
ity... 


increasing in size, also cite’ the Koran’s aut 
.. but interpret its meaning jso as to © support sonie 
forms of birth control, 


ae 


ily planning or birth corftrol measures, there are 
">. some privileged people who see any kind of social 
.and educational reformsjas threats to their power 
and pregtige. Afghan pests, moreover, are 
frequently encouraged b 
‘believe quite literally “ t God has planned every- - 


*. thing for them. This can|make it difficult for the 


_ to‘accept ‘man-made plains for the conduct of life. 
Despite the oppositign, a small percentage of 
men, egpecially inthe | 
family planning, and a 
not only accept | the idea 


control. _ | 


larger number of women 


Even tholigh Afghan women are feained i? ‘be 
‘submissive and male-dominated, they have source Sh 
of power. A woman may haye a subordinate role i 
- the public eye, but she is in control,in the home, 
- She chooses her sons’ wives and her -daughters’ 
husbands, She also ‘conttols household activities, 
the family money, and influences political opinion 
through neighborhood gossip. When enough 


” Afghan women rgalize the importance of family ; 


- planning, and learn about modern birth control 
-- techniques, they can be rilage aeaepeacet alain 
.force to support population céntrol programs and 

. improved living. conditions for all Afghans. — — 


An’ organized program for family planning: 


__ begarvin 1968 in Kabul, the capital of Afghanistan. 

It was begungby a voluntary . association not 
dependent if: funds fron! the Afghan 
government. One of its first supporters was Miss 


Kobra Noorzai, the first woman in any Afghan ~ 


Cabinet as Minister ‘of Health. \ 
\ 


“Plannjng”’ i isa word ‘that tends to upset many 


._ Afghans, because they believe it Suggests, unwanted . - 
' government pressure. The/name, vat chosen for . 


_: the family planning program. was The Afghan 
a ae ss (ak (AFGA), because Va 


. 


some religious leaders to - 


he ‘s now accept the.idea of | 


, but ail ass) birth 


_ whom" AFGA owes ‘its existence, Dr.. 


“guide” ‘suggests. freedom. to accept or peed ‘birth - 
control. Guidance’ implies no forced » bligations. 
and no outright rejection of religious. elit, 


, AFGA slowly began to take shape i in and around: 


Kabul, with the Afghan government supplying | - 


some trained people, but with the money coming. 
Thostly from outside sources. In. 1970 five clinics. — 
handled about 100 patients daily, providing infor- 


= “mation: and devices, to oer avoid pregnancy. 
_ While some modern Af ats do not oppose fam- : : 


With the south of the favallveag dates program, 
the opening of new clinics and the introduction of a ~ 


“paid staff came. the problem of how best to serv¢ 
the women who wanted to practice birth control. 


.. Although the birth control pill offers a low cost way 
of reducing births, the volunteer. physicians who -. 
started the program opposed the pill, and’ favored | 
mechanical anti-pregnancy levices. They believed. 
Afghan women would ‘tire of the daily routine of. 
. pill-taking or simply forget to take them ntegularly, 
——e their effect. _ 

To further advance the birth colitrel program, 
Dr. Gregory Majzlin of New York State University, — 
“was invited:to come to. Afghanistan to-observe. and 
'. to\advise. Dr. Majzlin stayed in. Afghanistan for 


about five ‘months in 1969. During that time he | 


gave lectures on the proper way to take medic 

histories and keep records. He studied the pill’s re- 
sults in Afghanistan and came away convinced that 
most Afghan women had much to learn about birth. 


‘ control. He found that, as predicted,!a great many 


women a pill for a. ae then aia 


Dr. Majzliti realized! fiers were ‘many obstacles 
_fO progress, such ‘f poorly . trained personnel, 
professional people wi 
‘terest from administrators, hasty diagnoses and 
unsanitary conditions. Along with Dr. Abdul 
Ghafar Aziz, the French- educated physician to 
‘Majzlin 
develdped a survey to measure existing knowledge, 
attitudes, and practices of Afghan families: in fam- ; 
ily planning. e 


An cailier survey faa indicated a high fertility, - 


fatio, that 80 per cent of the families with four 


children or more wanted to stop their . family - 
growth. Lack of knowledge of AFGA in‘ outlying 
rural areas indicated an. urgent need for more 

_ Nationwide ea 


a 


th closed: minds, lack of in- - 


The Afghan bemity Guidance Association works 


‘constantly to gain acceptance in spite of continued ° 


conservative religious opposition. And they-do not 


work ‘alone. Many’ progressive religious leaders 


havd visited other Islamic countries to observe 


family planning activities. Most returned to Af- 


-ghanistan as supporters of the family planning 


Ns rena that such programs have a - 


rightful place:in the [slamic world. 


Supporting the AFGA and family planning wasa: | 


booklet published i in Arabic and English by an in- 


| stitution in Cairo called Al-Azhar,¢he best known | 
a and most Prestigious center of ‘religious instruction - 
_ and opinion in the Muslim world.-It helped .to. 


clarify the family ‘planning program by explaining 
: the meaning of ; anf. passages from. the Koran. 


-- The Al-Azhar book’ i set forth. famfly planning 


ideas in a moder an practical manner intended 
to offset eeu, doubts, For exAMpe: 


1). The family is sacred and encouraged 
by ‘Islam. 


2) Children are baron as perpetua- 
tors of the family and Islam, b@t must 
“be trained by elt eo to live re- - 
sponsibly. , 


3) ‘slam does not: forbid aie couples iar 6 


' frony practicing temporary birth cdn- 
trol, but mutual consent is absolutely 
essential. ; 


4) Family planiitigs cannot be introduced | 
as public law,.and therefore, cannot be . 
' forced on any: individual. \ 


~5) Several good reasons can be used by 
individual couples to justify birth con- ~ 
.' trol. Among them: economic (the - 
.. couple cannot support additional chil- 

- dren); health (mote children or chil- - | 
‘. dren spaced too close together would — 
endanger th@health of the mother); 
psychological (a woman may wish. to 
stop having children in ordef to re- 
main attractivé, so that she can hold _ 
onto her husband and prevent pos- . 

- sible divorce); biological" (hereditary i 
‘diseases in the family), a 


ete ee sh Sete a Me ele EEN Bes Bs 


- ‘prejudice, ignorance, gnd mistrust of chan 


6) Concerning ented If not — an 
abortion is mere harmful than having - 
‘one, abortion is permissible, but — 
“ only up to the fourth month/ot preg- 
_ hancy, — — | a) 


Family planning should alwpys be in- : 
‘cluded‘in the overall effort for popula- - 
tion control and be’ combined. with jn-- 
creased - educational opportunities, 
agricultural and- industri ] poder: 
ment. ; - } 


a a 


7 


—_ 


In the face of many difficulties the. AFGA has 
operated fairly smoothly i in thecities during its. first 
few years, but progress may be even ‘more difficult 
‘as: AFGA expands. jnto the rural ee Religious | 


style: all combine to, create/ strong opposition to 
family planning among the less-egucated: pegsants. . 


Afghangtan is no exception, hoYever, for nowhere * . 


in the world has ‘the introdiction of family : 


. planning programs "found. pac oe by the - 


‘general popuravon: 


‘in life a 
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sys. THE HAJ) AND THE MULLAH 


\ e _. Islam shapes the entire structure of Afghan society. It prayides not only a relig- | + 
{ |. * fous:code but also a full moral, ethical, and legal system—in short, a: way.of life. 


ne ‘4 2 : The high water mark in the religious experience for most ‘Muslim males is the 
oe pilgrimage (f ) to Mecra, the holy city of Islam. Although the hajj is a religious , 
f 3) duty, few Afgh males can afford the money or the.time for such,a long journey. — : 
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. Before the apptarance of airplanes and hard-surface roads in Afghanistan and in | 


| ‘much of Southwest Asia, a hajj might take weeks,:moiiths, or years. Now it & not _ 


! - uncommon fot wealthy, Afghans to make at least part of the journey by charter 
'. airplane, although somg:pilgrims still make the laborious journey overland. 
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7 What route: would you choose for a pilgrimage from Aq Kupruk to: Mecca? - 


gh PR a 2 


and are thus 


Aq Kuprik;region in comparison’ with other areas: of 


~- Bast, an 


fghanistan, the Middle 


i 


Central Asia, The men.of Aq ‘Kupruk invest 
_ earnings toward. performing .a ‘hajf. rh, Ss 


_. Mecca. They may wear white turbans to.set themselves apart from the majority of 


importance andNhus discharge some of their réligious duty.“ .”". 


° 


lieved to be the Tomb of Ali, the Prophet’s son-in-law and: successor (4th Caliph). 


‘the interior of the blue mosque. 
ae oi ‘ i mo . : 


fi 
i 
ty 


" "The fabled blu¢ mosque at Mazar-i-Sharif. 
: 3 : # ° z r) ‘s , 


ee ) - in rapidly modernizing cities like Kabul or Mazar-i-Sharif. Aq Kupruk is no 
» F. . +. different. There the numerous mullah are honored. Most of them can read and. 
write, and their interpretations of the Koran are respected. They are: married men 


“1° “with’fainilies. A mullah can assist the believer desiring to visjt Mecca. Many mullah . 


"> =” have been there and can help one make plans. And since most of the mullah in Aq 

a Kupruk sypport themselves through farming, they represept the whole fabric of =. +: 
- human lifaat Aq. Kupruls They are involved in every fiber: religion, leadership and 
- politics, family Ife, education, food production, and trade, is, { 


rae Ca 


An untisuglly: large percentage of Aq Kupruk men have made a hajj to Mecca 

3 ‘entitled to be dalled hajji. Of the 19,Q00 males in the Kishindi district © 
~ of which Aq Kupgquk is the capital, more than 1,000 mert overAwenty yearsiold have. °° 
4..." -+ completed’a. pilgrimage to the holy city of Islam. This "Aa the wealth of the 


high: parcentage of their. 
Considerable prestige attaches to Afghans who. complete the pilgrimage to. 

Muslims who cannot go. But the latter ofteri aré ab rem Islamic shrines.of Igcal . —- 

: _The most sacred Afghan shrine isin Mazar:i-Sharif, the largest city in northern | 

* |. Afghanistan and within easy traveling distance from Aq :Kupruk, There a fabu- 

.’., lously beautiful mosque, graced by many blue-tiled domes, was built on what is bé- ~ 


:So-honored are the city and the tomb that non-Muslims are not permitted ‘to enter . 


, “Islam! permeates the entire fabric of Afghan society. Therefore the mullah, - 
-. © traditionally the religious leader, the scholar and reader of the Koran, and inter-° 
\ -. pgéter of law, has long held.a ‘powerful position in Afghanistan. His influence ex- 

__ terids to every level—-in nomadic tribes, in isolated villages, in provincial towns,-and 


\ 
Until very cil all Afghan. lawyers and judges were also religious leaders. 
Similarly, the village mullah was usually the medical advisor, whose practice m in 
Mi well involve the use of magic. as well‘as herbs. Perhaps more important, educatf®n 
was traditiogmlly exclusively in the hands of the mullah, who was very often: the an 
literate man in an towns. or villages. “ : . 4 Bs 

Except i in the larger towns ai cities, education stil is sinostly limited to males, It 
emphasizes reading, memorization, a recitdtion of the Korgn. Until recently 
few attended school in Aq Kupruk. Bit now a primary school is active and a 
secondary education program is planned. Schooling i is becoming a goal in addition 
~. -to. one’ s ambition to ‘80 to Mecca, But neither. is aorodie for females. ae 


"Charter flights are making it possible for more Abghans t to make the sligtinage 
to Mecca and the mullah is givitig up some of his powers as sole educator—keeper. 
of the keys to-knowledge, But veisderaies toa | in Afghanistan is still basically urban. 
The phase of rural modernization ‘has yet.to begin through most of Afghanistan; . 
Institutional changes begun ‘in the cities filter slowly. into small towns like Aq - 
Kupruk. There, the mullah continiies performing his Hany roles much the same as 
‘ten. years ago, or a nyited: years-ago.. | 

~ Young boys: continue to ‘peda hot s summer mornings lekrning to repeat “There - | 
is no God but God and Mohammad is his messenger’’ (ashhadu anna la ilaha-illa - * as 
. Hahu wa anna‘muhammadan rasulu' llah). Young girls learn from their. mothers 
how to bake nan, the common. “flat bread, and to tie. beautifully: colored carpets. »- 
._ Boys can look forward to having a horse, perhaps flying to Mecca and even becom- | ~ 
oo a _mullah. There ate/fot as yet, uuee goals for their ater 
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a. Uzbek farmer sling tomatoes i in the Aq Kupruk b bazaat on the weekly market dy —_ 


| Itinerant pottery: ‘repairman: in bazaar on market day. A Talk, he travels from 


bazaar to bazaar in the. region. He uses a diamond point bow d i and egg white to 


repair broken pots, Aeamnps and'so‘on. His. young. son n travels with kel to learn the 
trade...’ 7 . 7 


e 
’ 


cae “Uzbak woman spinning locally, grown silk. 


oy 


Tajik barber and customers in ‘the bazaar. . 


| Tajik woyna preparing 5 soup for lunch. . -_ a oo 


an 


= Tajik woman with an Uzbak spinning wheel. —a 


Tajik woman weaving food bags for horses. 


_ A Khan of the Mohmand Pushtun tribe camped ‘outa i Kupruk. His y younger . 
- brother (with rifle) iis ae to ensure-a aces ms anak “iy which trading may | 


take one ~~ facet, 3 Soe 


Py 


ier 


‘Aq Kupruk, a town at the “white bridge” is an ancient human. habitation site... 
- Its mud-brick and mud-reofed houses set in earthen-walled compounds ¢ are cool 
a in the summer, warriy in the winter, but dark. ae 

‘There is no electricity, to light these : dwellings though’ kerosene and d gasoline lan- 
acca serve, the purpose well. . — 


Goats and chickens wander: pen in 1 Aq Kupruk and so do. children. and ies 
and cats. Horses and donkeys. are tied wherever convenient. For it is, at least on 
first: observation, duite an informal town. 


se 
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Fifteen hivadred men, more or _ and their families sneticr Aq Kupruk tt their 
home town. Ip addition they share it with abput three: thousand nomad families | 
s who 0| pass ‘by ‘once or twice each year. | a a ae ef 


i oa ‘the bazaar ‘centet ‘for. several villages which - are in the 
page arga. In its wayt me | town is a mercial center with a. a Tengthy 


a Vana oe oe ha as | re, nS 
“7 "Aq Kupruk was also once the capital of i ali of Kishindi, the AlakadaM® ae 
/.-: . . Kishindi Itis in Balkh Province, one of Afg anistan’s. twenty-eight administrative~ - . . 
ions and named for the Balkly River which flows ‘through Aq‘ Kupruk 
azar-i-Sharif, the provincial capital downstream and to the north... - 


Bg cue * ahd 


i re n¢ is'a seasonal rhythm to life at Aq Kupruk:and a colorfulness, perhaps to, ~ ° 

—j >. *s"". compefisate for the monotonous earth tones of. the. mud-built town against the = ~~. 
im oa a backgtound of rocky cliffs and near-beerep plains. 2 Pet ee, @ 

i Zi q : a? . A 5 a4 a : i : pore hs oe . 


eur 2 glow 


ter is mostly bleak but occasionally cold winds from the northeast blow snow: : "4 a 
away exposing a brilliant sun: As spring begins it is brisk and quickly warms a 


a a to bfing life and color to the vegetation which grows along the river, On the gies ne \, 
- i / ; 2 clumps of grass green from Spring rains and longer periods aylight. Herdd : 
7 . ed : | 
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Nomads pitching te tents for their stay wag Kupruk. 


a. ; 
; : I | 
gee 8 as Lof goats and. sheep climb higher into the hills éach pe following the ascent of 
"-. 4° .°. spring to higher altitudes. As spring progresses, th the ses aie ae air. ‘brings oy 
ahs eo after day of bright: blue skies. Pe. . 


| t = : 7 Nomad. visits ‘paul in. spring and: gatilens are Syed New lambs. and goat kids” a : oo S 

-- "are. nursed, flocks are aun of their. winter-geown wool. : t Ag wae iL 7 

ee 1 With gardens i in need ofitending, the shopping, oe Sad sitting around in. 

Oe i the bazaar is an unaffordable luxury. All -hands are needed for work.: ‘ar a , 
Wheat’ ripens in sid sitet and. whole families leave town to visit uphill fields) - 
— and: harvest grain. For awhile, the town is virtually depopulated, though someone is 
; always around to'tend the irrigated: crops in the lowlands adjacent to the town and. <- 
to assure that robbers do not havea field day in. the bazaar shops or puvale homes. 


... From the hillside wheatfield hansts all come home. Gardens are at jhiete pro- . | c Keay, oh 
duels peak. Drying and storing foods continues from. summer through. fal ( 


Now ‘owansople ¢an relax, especially if the harvest has Been good. Everyone’ is" ee a 3 
. in town and it is a good time tq celebrate. Men.can wrestle and play buzkashi, the * = . 
; popular national sport, a rotgh game played by men on horseback. ' i re 


2 ie : Horses have been need: and exercised all sumiper. They can be raced. No ty, oS | _ ve 
“age & formal races, of course, ust a little local ‘competition. , af . x, % 
| . i ee o ¢ { : . ar 
ns / aes ae Nomads pass by again, returning to th winter camping grounds on the: c-plais 2p 
Pook, _» ‘to the north. They might want tg race of trade and: can be counts? pans te 
eS some inter ae, toa as! 's activity in,the town. ee gel 
en cre I V0 OLE 


a ig ss dud «ie: : ee . Ye : ‘ ~ : 
Sa 7 Ve ss : : ce 7 


, el as and colfer ‘days. New boots or shee maybe; and a brightly colored shirt. 


Everyone wants to exchange their sufplus for whatever they are short.. Raisins? —: 


“before they spoil. - 


J. goods as they passed thiough other towns, the mountain settlements of Hazara 
"peoples, and while campihg in the mountain meadows south of the town. Butter. 

. Yogurt. Wool affd rugs. An extra goat. An old weak ewe that won’t survive further 

. travel-and the winter on the plains. They. will need wheat for bread in the approach-. 
, _ ing winter. Alon@#the way they have stopped to graze theit animals on’ wheat 


ne “ less. often than those ‘who live. there. all through ue year. a a, 


Seas,  % provides a teacher; a ‘man, of course,. . . 
Z ’ 


ene ‘centuries the day-to-day’ activities essential to sutvival have absorbed all the’ 
oss >. energies of all the people of Aq Kupruk. Now a few, almost all of them males, go to 


America? - ie an Bat 


“pe? 


2 “ge es io / et ie ae - 


_and offering advice from the Kéran. Monuments: to saints, ziarat, stand as mute 
_: > reminders of Pm to the faith. No pork is eaten. Ritual handwashing, ritual: 
_4 bathing, ‘and plu 
"Muslim. 
ie eS Many Aq Kupruk n males have jes to o the holy olty.of of Mecca i in. far ana 
ayy > Saudi Arabia.“A. man is‘proud o fied He is also pleased to return home wher Pa 
“feo °°” hig white turbdn, often’ the ident ing mark of a hajji, will-make him the envy 


3 - 4 , Mosques at Shqlgara ‘and the Blue Mosque of Mazar-i-Sharif.. References to 
- °°, hammad and “Ali and Fatima: suas Prominent in the oral. tradition of 
families. ze =o 


+ 


fs Nuts? Cloth? A mirror? Ora Rnife and maybe even an automatic rifle? - ss 


Barnes count thei livestock | deietuiiie iat to keep and what to sell, An 
area near the sraveield functions as_ the-stoekyard “and farmers’. market where 8 
___-» + preduee-and sugplus animals are traded or, sold. Goats, sheep. An ox. A donkey. > ~ 
: _ Chickens. A fine HOE: Baskets of wheat, Corn. Melons. and tomatoes must be sold. 


oa * ae : os “Its a good time for. a to o visit for. thes have sccuinmlaied produce and 


2 stubble in the hillside fields and leave, unintentionally, payrnents in the form: of _ 
.” aflimal manure fertilizers. In‘a sense Aq Kupruk is their town too, They lust use it 


va a | frony Herat, Mazar-i-Sharif or Kabul? . 
P Will they be invited to study | in Samarkand, Tashkent, or Moscow? In ‘Cairo? In . : 


rs 7 a _ Rlgiopi sco visible ¢ pigs in Aq Kupruk. There are almost a dozen, 
ree | _ | *  mosques.-Five times a day the a he illed by the voices of mullah chanting prayers’ 


of those men who have not been to Mecca. Many Aq Kupruk pilgrims have —- 7 


: The bazgar is busy’ in the fall, for sur tus arate must. be sold and di this 4 is the o a 
_ time to if warm clothing ahd perhaps a lantern for the forthcoming shorter. “ ‘ 


For shopkeepers these are ong} hn usy days. ‘Teahouses and inns are. ‘crowded, ee 


we 


"“Bregarations for wintet bring thoughts: of school. A. building has: ‘been eae . % 
structed at one end of town near the buzkashi playing fields. The’ government. - 


Not everyone goes to schéol and the range ‘in age of those ‘h do i is s great. For 7 , 


school. Someday some may go away for advanced oa will neve come back | - 


| pemaee are all part, of Aq (Kupruk _ since p eron is . 


Peet) Atthe heart of the te town is the bazaar. ‘There were one hundred aad eleven shop wees 
ory open daily as. recently:as-1959. (Then bazaar activity declined. Only about.sevent) «2 * 
a ee shops were open, and only twice aweek, by the summer.of 1965. During the same - 
oa? - period, bazaar activity has been increasing in nearby Sholgara, which replaced Ag+ >; 
: =. ’ Kuprul as the district administrative center. Much of the area’s trade, teflected in 
ae os Parag : aaa has.also ene. there. Aq yaaa dad less power and sats than it 

ee 2 a eee a . . 

ee oe or atu was a town, perhaps even potentially a smal provincial city It is: stil 

y _ 7 = a.town, but, it’ is becoming arvillage. q 
ee oe 2 " f the one+hundred: ‘and eleven shops open in ake higtiict in 1959, isriech have 
Me remained permanently closed since 1961: Two of these have been converted to, ae 


. » family. residences. ‘Charige is constant at Aq Kupruk, Life js never Static. . , 
re ae _ oe OR tally in 4965 were forty-six shops including one barber, orie shoe repair Be - 
eee gman,’ ‘anon. monger, and two cloth shops; bazazi. There were three butcher shops, 


ot repare'meat in ‘accordance with Islamic custom, five inns (serais), and nine tea- 
ses (chut:khaneh). Five shops. dealt in agricultural ‘produce and shoes..Eighteen - 
pee general’ stores, bonjaraghi. Each shop had a shopkeeper, usually a full-time 
: _ pel tending dis ‘business and craft on a daily basis. s-° 


tpt tde tem See 


“'sémer shoikeepers were, sand. are “part: -time”* ‘specialists. Farmers, in ‘some. oe 


‘eo 
“’seasoris ‘and on some special days, also keep shops. A farmer canalsoserve asare-. =~ ‘|. 
7 "8.8 ligious: leader, mullah. There aré‘noles for euetyoned in Aq Kupruk and many men ges 
4 Cees es ‘several important ones: ¥, 24 oo: nt ig? ; ae ore a 
“0 iat : - > hak : Pe al, . Wr , . ae \ : ag. Las ‘ , - F : Or: a 
' perege, i. Rt : an Detail iho inside an- Uzbak hoitse: 2 2 ae 
on AS teapot and owl. re on "the shelf. On the pegs are: scissors, coats; and Muslim p prayer | beads. 4 


mm LS a aaa a . _— oh gs ele cna ae 


ay 
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Eee Aq Kupeuk. she hed t, Y whether involved. full- or. part-time,’ #s also a 
landowner. Thus, whenhz ar activity declined it was possible for-many to invest. 
"more of their timé in: farming, though some surely. must have redirected their com: 


a 7 . | i a Bahia interests. to. Sholgara, or some. other larger town. 
oe | in Addition to ‘the landowning shopkeepers there aire other craftsmen in Aq 
oe a - Kupsuk, ‘Their work does not require’ ‘ashopp -  t. 


wg . . 
vv. : = 3 lowe ¢ 


)> oe cr 
. a oF, Three. carpenters work whenever and ‘wherever there’ is'a construction: dewiand:. 
ae. oa “They and one iron worker; three mechanics, and four: tailors can perform their 
Co. 2! vay i, . specialties. at home and travel elrewtlete as their skills. are needed. . 
eo e+ . There are distinct neighborhoods ; in Ag Kupruk, ethically defined. Ty are 


ou 2 connectéd. by, walled paths. . ; at ake 

a ar os © Khoja, Uzbak, and Tajik share. Aq Kupruk—but they live apart. “Uzbak live 
ae es nearest the steep limestone cliffs on the sloping lands at the foot of a smal! moun- 
= a: _ tain. Khoja-live on a Jarger piece.of.land- between the nomad trail ‘and a dry wash 
oe aie guily- whieh fans out: into, the. river p neat ighe ee — ae between the nes = 
Se oS Vand § river.”: a 
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government building 7 
KHOIA SAYYID § 


: a rang z 
a a | + ) 5 


a 4 mosque 


| school. 


: Sst eo © Hs farenets wiarket 
—- F RL 
eee Pee rzkash Pring | stockyard. _-. 


° Red a 7m . : es Y ety” 


ofa to Sholgara ~ 
en — Qara), 


_UZBA 


‘ N XK | 
.. AQRUPRUKNSS SNES, a a 
| ATTOWNIN NORTHERN AEGHANISTAN er ee ad oe i ee oe 


a Pt. _ i - *e —- < hoses oe ° pt : 
_—~ - -. "Across the bridge front.the government administrative center, there isa school 
- «and the bazaar, campgrounds, and the largest section of flat land in the town, Near .. | 
wv: . | the bazaar and family compound$ there is plenty of ground for the farmers’ . 7: 
i _ market, nomad campgrounds, a gravéyard, and a buzkashi playing field. Then the 9 =. 
“land rises again, its slopes terraced by centuries of trampling by sheep and goats. 
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, Status. aS 08 les ae a) C 


AQ KI PRUK, AN ANCIENT vt VILLAGE iN CENTRAL ‘ASIA. 


a Since the world began ‘ ‘peopled have lived here’” said the white-bearded: éld man. of 


Aq Kupruk/His pride,in this dry mountainous valley and in his village seemed to assuré — 
_ that. God must have’ included. Aq mupruk in the: original act, of creation. « oS 


acing didc come to this valley of the Balkh River quite daily: Humans ae lived i in 
near Aq Kupruk, ‘White Bridge’”’in the Turkic language, for fifteen to twenty 


ited years. According to'the availablé archaeological evidence, the area has been... 


Aontinuously, occupied by humans since as early as-18,000-13,027 B.C, and ne village “, 


vA site since around: 2,000 B.C. Quite ‘along time; | ce 


as eo 


Ag Kupruk may have beens one of the earliest cpavaitural development centers, _— 
a Fervear ei ‘excavations in the area have indicated the early use of grains, ae 


and wheat, and palons, focluding cattle, goats, sheep, and fowl. : ok 


The site has served as a river crossing and traveler’ $ stopping place for thouSands er oee _f 
of-years: It is located of a major route connecting the Mediterranean ‘Basin areas with “16 
,Central Asia and. China. Greeks led’ by Alexander. the Great’ and others, Persians, — ao 
"Arabs; pethapss even Marco Polo,.Mongols led by'Genghis. Khan and others, Buddhists-. . 3 


_: from China and India, Russians, Europeans—all these and more nave passed ‘through~ oe 
-tand peenegs stopped for. awhile at the site of Aq Kupruk. a ee eae 


cA 


-Conquerots came and left. Empires claimed the area as.a part of their territory. Mi- 
ean passed. through on, their way. toward: some opportunity ot away from some 


. . danget..Some stayed. Annbally, nomad caravans still: pass through, trade.a little, and aes oe. a, 
-, share ¢t news. Then they resumé the cycle of travel which brings them tohighlandsin.§ 4 0-0 > 


: the warm months, lowlands i in the cold a oe passing Aq ier twice ~~ 


A 
‘ 


‘Change ae come before and will come again, from prehistoric site to historic camp- Spe 
ground and bridge site and then village and town. status, Aq Kupruk developed... 
Recently it has begun to mecrease again in ale and seems toibe neuen’ t6 its former’ 


“SFE 
eo TM 


4 
® 

Ae . * | ee ; 

Pinseripenrennenee 


ze {0 sia 
7 
ic 


. ni . ais " f nt r : Ps 
Drei’. 5 eR 
/ eras rr pee midas 
see 


‘ecccccce = kf 
BORDER |. MOUNTAINS 


“ROAD - 


There have been good times and bad, long summers and short ones. Crops have been 

bountiful some years and in others have been poor, Too little rainfall has been followed 

by too much, Drought | and flood, di ‘ai prosperity and a are known e the . 
oo people of ‘Aq Kupruk: ae . . es * 


The air is dry. Sunlight i brilliant, eabinting thiough 1 the usually cl less oky. The = 
hills, pre dry. The river is the only fcpens able supply of water. It colleéts the flow of | 
springs and creeks in the mountainous Hindu Kush to the south of Aq Kupruk and © 
carries this flow northwestwatdly, frorn thé Balkh to the Amu a and tien across 
the Soviet border almost. to the shrinkin Aral Sea, . | . f 
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“Mh Bil River Awe through Aq Kapruk, bringing Vital life-sustaining wateb to. 
etl. -man, animals, andsoil. -- = @ 
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Living in cavelike mud-brick homes surrounded by thick mud compound walls, Aq . 
Kupruk families live close to nature, not much differently than in times node Spring. 
_ brings rain to nurture the wheat planted on hillsides: Summer heat gipens t to provide 
. .a harvest of grain and vegetables. and fruit. Fall brings cooler days and final harvests, 

, time and reasons to market arid trade in the bazaar, Passing caravans bring opportu-' - 
"-tnities to exchange ideas and goods with others... Islam. provides-opportunities for re- 
ligious celebrations. And winter is a tirffe to consume the atin Pelghe patch harnesses 
and saddles, repair } s, and prepare for the forthcoming spring. ‘‘People have. lived _ 


| here since me wor -began,”’ according to the white-beardedgold'man, =~ 
at - aoe A i 2 ae a ; as 2 Ye te re 4 : 
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. Aq Kupruk iscoples are acd ustomed to the: annual 
:+, visits of nomad groups who can be expected to pags” 
"py during the warm months between May and Sep: 
tember. These Pushtun nomads:number as many . 
as'three thousand fainilies‘and they use an ancient 
' trail along ‘the Balkh River.\It-enables them to 


approach Aq Kupruk from the. north as they ¢ gour- 


“ney southward into the Hind \Kush Mountains. ~. and 
~. _animals.. 


With: ‘camel “bells” swinging ‘anc 


bouncing, they. 
‘- usdally arrive between midright an 


fie made from Russian gasoline cans, raat 
and. even a chickens, as and a 


and tn perhaps thd envy of more ae 


“decorated with coins mat mall medgllions, \can* be 


pufied across their. acs t the _ of ast nger.. 
Nes 


Nomads pesing et Aq Kup bg The = ae from a. Greek fare meaning oe iohy wandere for pasture. 
.the time they. are scampering after straying ~ 
‘* make-the tents, set them up, disassemble, repack, 


. dawn, moving. 
“into the traditional camping areas no th and south 


: mqniens are free. 


a mals are all ass an er oe no es 


- sustain the families on: their long orbital réute. 


SS aaAG Kupruk females, Their iS s, often - 


_ such as: money ‘or. land. 


hy, : 
wig 
‘ 


They sometimes ride on top of the swaying sails: eo 
especially if they have young babies. But most of . 


children or animals while the men, rifles slung 
‘casually over the shoulder, keep the caravan. 
moving along the centuries-old route..Women also - 


— 


and repair them. They pack and unpack the | 
-These .Pushtun nomad. womepi cook; |: 
process milk. to make cheese and other products, 
and, of course, they bear and raise the children. : 
Yet, from". the viewpoint of some of ‘the. . 
house- -bound women of Aq Kupruk, the ‘nomadic 


- Nomad men care fo the livestock: Hors 
‘camels, sheep and goats, chickens, and other ¢ ani- 


act, nomads must maintain dzable herds 0 | 


“Poor” nomads retreat, to settled communities, 
either: permanently or long enough to expand their © 
‘herds, perhaps also. acquiring wealth i in other forms 


a 2 


te 


. ees ee ae 


ale " + 9 ol 


ie ‘In. ‘Aq. ‘apeul and sliewhere’ in the region, 
_ nomad e\called maldar. The size of their herds 
Of sheep and goat indicates, wealth. They can be 
‘y expected also to own the finest horses, another sign 
of prosperity and status. The. term. for insulting 
_ these nomads is: kuchi, It.is not used amiong the - 
maldar themselves.’ And uae groups of 


_ gypsies, jats, who pass through he area selling 


tt "charms. and morkne as. ‘Seasonal aborers: v 


Of the wealthy maldar, Aq: ‘Kupruk farmers : 


Sioa in hushed, seemingly embarrassed tones. © 


They fear thesgnomads, though it is necessary to‘ 
- engage in commerce With them over almost a third 
of each year. Aq Kupruk ison. the summer end of - 
' the nomad grazing and trading cycle. In the winter - 
the maldar barter ‘their herds for' manufactured 
.. goods-—tea, ‘salt, sugar, tobacco. In the remote 
-mountain villages they barter the manufactured 


"goods for local produce, perhaps nuts, fruit, shorn 


wool or livestock: Operating a kind of camel ex- 
_ press, they may take valuable goods on consign- 
ment to be sold in a. distant bazaar. They are 


re a eae ae — 
,. oe a ee ee ee ee ee ee 


- Nomad “Camps putaite Aq Kupruk. . e se 


‘a period: for conducting 
‘singing songs, drinking tea, smoki cme thee water 
Pipes, and perhaps hunting Bae: 


‘trusted to return the is on the next ell 


o esac the region. Their iraiding is doa brisk” . 
* and often ‘somewhat ape to the Aq ‘Kupruk » 
farmers. : oo 


4 
\ 


The nomads have faditional rights to graze e their — 


flocks on ‘the same ‘fields‘each year after the 
harvests. Their sheep and goats eat the wheat . - 


stubble on the hillsides. The manure is later plowed 


_ under by the landowners whose soil is thus-enriched — 
“at no direct cost. Villagers, nomads, and. their. 
livestock ‘live interdependent ves, each safetting if 
and needing. the other. a 


villagers to watch over the s Permitting them . 


‘While in camps: near th © ry noma often hire aa 
usiness. in, the 


bazaar, . 


Each ‘noatad: group represents. a kinship.’ utile 


’ Usually there ‘is.a father and his’sons of an. + — 
extended unit with father, son, and adult grand- | 
sons. The camps have from five to twenty tents. The 
larger number are more typical.near Aq Kupruk. 


oy . eo weg iss ’ é 


. swing south from the dry Turkistan Pl 
. along traditional routes in a predetermined . order. 


’The men care for thé livestock which travel at - - 
- - They depend upon one another commercially but 


_maldar 
Shibarghan, and Maimana in the fall. They return 


- Asi in other sade cultures, the cyclic. annval ; 
“migrations of: these Pushtun are from lower ‘to - 
f. \ cue hiner altitudes following the seasonal climatic ° 
/ .. ° patterns. They spend winter in lowland valleys and. 
summer in highland meadows, making an sis 1 - 


orbit between winter'and summer forage producin 


= areas in the northern: watershe area of the Hindu | 


Kush. Mountains. 


Throughout the far mmer, zany of inaldar 
ins moving 


higher efevations, foraging vegetation growing in 


the rich loess soil, At lower altitudes, other routes: - 
are used by thode 


e not encumbered with hungry 


herds of livestogk.. The trails lead’ to mountain 


highlands and then turn north along the-Balkh . 


River passing through Aq Kupruk. From there the 
travel near. Mazar-i-Sharif,, Balkh, 


“again in the~ sprig” ‘tor Repeat ‘the annua travel 


pattern, 


wo 3 i 
ie { 


Large Pushtun family proups $ follow their herds. 
\ Gypsy groups: pursue trades and provide seasonal 


_ Jabor. Groups claiming to be Arab and who.are 


- possibly Jat trying to pass as s respectable Arabs also 


: Related groups may y split up during the summer for 
_ animal. forage is: sparse in the regign, even at the 
_ height of the growing season. It may also be easier 
"to soorginate smaller traveling groups and, more’ . 
- units may have more Opportunities to trade. ‘In the. 
' winter, “however,- closely. related nomad: groups 
‘com¢ together for winter carfip on the Turkistan 
Flajns vath of ow Up | ; 


_ tents.are white like t 
: ‘Fe dilapidated. 


-- Sangchanak, a. large | bazaar. center. ° 


travel the nomad routes as , seasonal laborers. Theit 


Git ps. of more probable Arab. — 
gin pass west of Aq. Kupruk, ‘camping near. 


The Shaikh. Mohammadi, also iewhite tent”/ 
people, function as holy men, selling amulets - 
assuring good. fortune and trdde goods such as | 
shoes and leggings from the Hazara leather crafts- 

en in the Hindu Kush Mountains. Their tents 

and their wares are. characteristic of traders from 


thie Arabian Penin la from. which they claim to igs 


have. descended. pM eo Sh 


—_— 


. \. . 

Socially, the varipus s nomad groups. have little to 
ae with Aq Kupruk people. They sell items in the 
bazaar and purchase grains from shopkeepers. : 


Their migration being annual, many nomads have 
". developed business relationships with shopkeepers 


. and these are continued from year to-year. But the 
"sedentary and the nomadic peoples are not close. 


remain ies sales 


Spring, summer, and fall, nomads travel through 
and around Aq Kupruk, many stopping for a few 


-days'to trade and always to swap gossip and news. 
When the maldar depart.in the fall-and head north ~ 


efor winter camp on the Turkistan Plains, the 


townspeople of Aq Kupruk eave mews of telief. 


. ~ If for example, the nomads. didrmo} come to Aq | 


,effect upon trade and thus on the way Qf life there 
In the bazaar there might be surplusts of some 


Kupruk ‘some year there would be a ee a. 
- products, shdrtages of others. The nomads would ‘J 


. Nomads south of Aq Kupruk.. Bs | | : 
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se of Arabs, but are likely to 
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_ + experience similar effects. And, if for some uniqpe “ee SYMBIOSIS .° - 
‘'- J. feason the ndmads could not-leage the plains in - : Na 8 
o spring but had to stay there forever the things they , =. 


_- know and the sizes of their herds and treasure 


sake ‘ While each human being, whether nomad or Aq = 
,y |. .boxes would be redticed very quickly. They would 


Kupruk resident, ‘is free to express the. friction’ 


aA : XS have to make adaptions in life style or they would . which occasionally occurs between the two groups, 
~ 7 -\. not survive. The nomads:are as essenitial a part of . there is no institutionalized procedure in the Aq 
' the life: of townspeople as the farmers and shop- Kupruk region—outside: the blood - feud—for 
' . Keapers of Aq. Kupruk are to the nomads... ._ __ mediating disputes. And none is needed. Blood. - 
| . OE ae eS ‘ 7 ? feuds are avoided by both groups, Each seems to |. 
rae The nomads are less well known than the people - realize that for all the differences, the two groups : 
_ who Jive all year in Aq Kupruk. Yet they are likely. are symbiotically related. The settled residents of . 
; - to have reservations similar to those of towns-~ . the town and the migratory nomads, their respec- .. 
' people—but in reverse. Nomads too tend to be less _tive: herds and animal produce,. their . social . _ 
fond of farmers and shopkeepers than their“‘own’” _ practices ‘and. economic functions, are. comple- _ 
. people—other maldar. igi 3% es mentary anf interdependent. ey 
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Prayer beads ace the Aq Kupruk school teacher siakon a point dedi a Te er His karakul, 
Persian lamb, hat is a prestige tem. So.are the wrist watch and si pen in his pocket. nee 
prayer beads is a typical prartice wie Muslims. ‘3 


re In Aq Kupruk, all are ‘Sunni’ A Mustigns — 
Shi'a hawe lived there at times. In Afghanistan, 
. about 80 per cent of the-population is Sunni: The - 
*. major exception are the Hazara, who are Shi'a, An 
ethnic group of. Mongol descent, they predominate _ 
> in the y 


P » 


4 
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- the Prophet’ Mohammad. 


The! see, of Aq Kuptuk are “Muslims, 


They have been disciples of the Prophet Moham- | 
_taad since around the tenth century A.D. In that - 


- time the leader Mahmud, who lived.in the town of 


.. Ghazni, sent, his troops to spread Islam southeast, ° 
southwest; and northward across what is now Af. . 


ghanistan. 


“The ‘fae oe these Muslims encouraged the . 
~ ggonversion of the Buddhists, Hindus, animists, ‘and: 


the few Zoroastrians and Christians to Islam. The 


- people of the-hills and valleys north of the Hindu - 
Kush became Muslim.and they dontinue to practice ~ 


that faith more than nine hundred years later. 


~ Mahmud of Ghazni, that ancient town south of -.. 


Kabul, was a man \ no small influence, 


Cone no one in Aq Kupruk is oe to 


proféss belief in any religion other than Islam. Yet — 
traces of olde? beliefs can still be found. Certain ” 


marriage customs, occasional: references to 
- witchcraft, and thé practice of erecting shrines to 


martyred saints, all suggest the. retention of pre- 


ems beliefs-and- religious_practices. 


As do other religioris, ‘tslam has divisions. There 


are two major ones. About 90 per cent of’ Muslims - 


in the world are followers of the Sunna, which. 


means “‘tradition,” and they are called Sunni. Not- 
only are they the’ overwhelmi g majority but ve. 
. fare also ie oldest* group wi hin Islam: 


“originated early: in Islamie-history as a result of 
. flisagreement over-who:should be the successor to 


Ye 


st mountainous Hindu ‘Kush tegion 


between Abul and Aq Si ia 


Fives times- each day findaghgh iam? ais 
. religious leaders elimb to the top of their mosques 
and proclaim. the faith. Five times each day they 
remind the faithful of the five pi lars of Islam, of 
one ee ay Daina 


oe 
7 


. From it the princip 
~ Most | non- Sunni Muslims are’Shi’ ‘a, , whose sect ~ 


“MOSQUES: ak 7” ee 


“The. mosques in Aq Kupruk are ° caine 


: undecorated structures of the. same.mud that is 


used in all the houses, They provide no minarets for - - 


_ the mullah. to climb. In Aq Kupruk the mullah 


issue ‘the calls to prayer: from: raised steps or 
platforms in the mosque compound. There are, ~ 
however; large: and ‘beautiful: mosques as near as 

Mazar-i- Shark the provincial capital north of Aq 

Kupruk. In Mazar the mosque is resplendent with 
turquoise and gold-colored mosaic domes. Islamic _ 
scholars study here. and religious festivals are well 
attended by local inhabitants.and pilgrims. It is be- 


lieved by many Afghans to be the burial site of Ali, - a 


‘son-in- “law and ‘successor to the Pie 


oy 


: Aq Kupruk had seven mosques in 1962 and of “* 
, ‘these .all were Sunni. The one‘ Shi'a family ‘had 


moved away, perhaps to a town where their séct -- 
. had -a ‘mosque. Two of ‘these mosques were 


. considered to be large by Aq Kupruk aeudords 


By 1965, Aq Kupruk had eleven: mosques, most | 
led by mullah who earned their living as farmers at 

~ the same time as they served the religious needs of 

-—-the community, Only the five largest mosques pro-. 


vide for full-time mullah. Not one has the large 


mosaics and minarets sq often, associated with ©. - 


Islamic architecture. Réligious practices are taken a 


- seriously .but expressed. soi 


Id Gah is ‘the m 
riday sefmons are ‘delivered. -.; 
.Madrasah- serves both as a mosque and as the 
mosque school, for Aq Kupruk has both parochial ° 


Hic ‘mosque, in he Kupruk. 


*. and public school programs: a mosque school and. 
a government school. Alakadari. is the downtown - - 
““" mosque near the governmental administrative cen- 


ter. Turighar, Donai Julgah, Lahmi, and * Sokhtan 


_are other ‘mosques. Two small mosques have no’. 


names but are simply ets as “places to. 


* Islam Reali forbids the éstablishrient’. of of - 


= pray” (masjid). 


-; saints, It discourages.emphasis upon personality _ 


ot = : 
Tete: - 
are no photographs or’ statues or paintings of. - - 
, humans either in mae of on their grounds.” 


cults’and-mosques, to provide an-example, a 
. permitted to have-imageé of human figures. 


used as decor. Color is used extensively and so: are 


. ‘geometric figures. But among the mosaics and 


: cae . et eee 


Calligraphy, the art of beautiful handwriting, is 


Ag ‘iptuk “eonsinued : 
mate. saints ‘and. create: “Shrines, Whether’ 
these" totes indicate: the: ‘survival ‘of pre‘Islarhit 
“raebeliefs of. not, no: one: ‘today: worries ‘about, it very 
“mei¢h,. There ate five ‘shrine sites, ‘aiarat, Ain: 

 Sheak the, towns:No. festivals. honot't es ss 
“for that ‘matter; ‘do’ the. people. ‘sé 
“much Aboutthe paiticulat miracle: tt 


. e 
} cae 
oe, 
: 


amy 5 onte‘tather exiting: ‘bpd sontech aptassons US 

AG Dara, i. Chopan Khoja; abr oe Honk elated ‘with? -the: Ziarat-i<Khojd “Boland. Wed is oo... 

yeast of town on‘a, hill; an inscribed -marble: tomb. ./ r epolted * to: have ‘heen fa saintly SOldier who alWw aS... 

; stone’. is. described’ by thé ‘elders. “as, having’ been? es fired ‘a’tifle to.warn "he Rugtuk inhabitants. when 

"present. in. “the days: of. their fathérs., : Apparently it", sdanget threatehed. Some’ wil: “swear:on the’ ower 

disappeared mang. years‘ago. Of: the: ‘Saint hofpred.” “(Islanife. scripture’ gf. Bible) that: they’ heard sui¢h. av: 

3 ‘by: Ziarat;i- -Chopan ‘Khoja,:no one. in?Aq Kupruk “2 Shot fired to. warn of a chidlera epidemic that killed « ‘ 

ore any Fyemors.of hi him ¥: ‘his. mitaclés 03 ” four tesidehits of Aq Kiipruk during the-suinmer of 

; Pe 1965, Swearing on: 5 Kogan.is a very serious act. A’ oe 

wn town the Ziarata- ‘Shaheed Baba is reported. to, few local skeptics d-not accept this explanation,’:,” : é a 

ra Hulee A. ‘saint who, was martyred. Indeed, tht term © althqugh it was sworn upon the. Scripture Mee aan a 
-. ; _ Shaheed: means. ates ” Wes there: “suche, a. _teported, ito have believed... : 


or 


eae ag sete, a 
WR OF J WW gina . 


e : 2 F Boose : e ‘ og * a 


‘ “Que of the maior moagues’ “fn the Hedarn section of Kabel, the onal of Atghaflitan Nelies in - : 


" Kiipruk 2 are smalt, unadorned, 1 mud. constructs seareely’ ‘distinguishable among@he houses. dg Kupruk Lie 
has eleven modbet. dmaos where, Muslim believers focui attention, qn es and mays aon ives = 


88. 


rol hand of brass, a panjah which 


Kot M oe ima'y ‘husband and the,son-in-law — 
SoeMohemusbe Bits of brightly colored cloth flutter 
: ers, the warat, whose visitors tie’ the cloth. to the 


 Saintsigie requested to.dommunicate the believers’ 

a peed to Allah who it ig hoped will: ‘grant a faver. ° 
idles ahd pottery lamps can also,be,a part.of a 

stir €. ‘s, equipment; vothg : 

4 “be “used in, Aq Kupruk 

Shee can's 


of wild goats and 
sometimes-bes gs ziarat and grave 
. decorations in ¥ a .but not “in 
contemporary Aq Kaupruk. ¢ 


decorated, ee ziarat but the Hazara hill villagers 
+, «"- stole thesélto place on shrine§’ for their own saints.’ 
Me AF this was the case, the people of Aq Kupruk 
we, apparently ‘neither’. reclaimed 


"4. the: otherWise identical- graves’on three hillsides 
' ” outside of: town. In addition to identifying a par- 
ticular grave, 

_: Symbolize admiration of. strength and stamiria. It 

+. - could b@ Believed that the vigor of gn animal could 

“~s0 "be passed 6n,to Honored ‘men for use in their after- 

ve life. just as a hunter may employ animal sking and 

. hdrhs in his’ dress to give him success, he ‘ may 

_ the best animals killed. en the graves of saints.. 


wy 


& discussed, witches _are believed to-exist by some in’ 
Aq Kupruk. 


in placing! curses on indiyiduals. They appear 
’ however, and one reported that the last witch -was’ 


7 ee could counter: the evil spell of witches. 


i i Kup: from’ the p HOMBU IC. Shaikh. ‘Muhammadt: 


~ oe 2D gt ae So : 
, ut “ ae ane mes a : 
eee a ES 8 
: : _ a i 23 Pe 7, \ : . 
Bre ae - 
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ERIC. sige = 
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’ 
fe ee a 


n aie around | Aq Kuptuk can be ex: 


® tdglocal legends, either the _ 
Aan daughter Fatima, or the " 


rine as a‘temindgr to the saint of their requests.. . 


= 


Mibese are nidt known to.’ 


ome old: men of Aq” 
“Kupruk claim that many mountain goat horns 6nce 


the’ horns nor 
‘provided new ones? 
e : One. oldiman told of placing horns on.the grave. 


_of his father so that it could be distinguished from: 


horns from a mountain goat . 


expect to secure gaod luck by-placing the horns of © 


~~ Islam also forbids witcheraft’ ‘but,- though hitle 


tao Old men tell of post- menopausal’ 
* <° women turning into witches and. using straw. dolls : 


-. “uticomfortable while discugsing: the subject, 
-. stoned to death ‘long ago” in;the ‘days of our. 


ie eo fathers.’* The part: -time mudah, patticularly those 
-who cannot read, have admitted knowing rituals © 


‘Amulets ; are tought by. the. faithful in “Aq, 


whose trading roth passes hearby (ref. Noniadi). 
These ornaments are: guaranteed by the. passing - 


‘sellers, if not believed by the buyers, to protect’ - 


against misfortune. They are claimed to be effective 


_ assurance against the loss -of a lover. 


” 


Although (Giare has been doniviant i the area of | 
r at least seven centuries, many local... - 


- Aq Kupruk 
__.legends relate to'the times of Al-Bud, the idol; the 


_ against all sorts of things from lead poisoning: to - 


“Buddha. There are vast carvings of Buddha’ on™. 


‘'stone cliffs and in caves in the geographical area’ | 
‘which are believed: to haye been done, in: oe sixth - 
7 century, AD. | : nie SB a Se 


ia 


northern to southern Central Asia passes through 


the site. On the ancient Silk Route between Chinese - 
_, and Mediterranean centers of civilization, the town‘ 
for: 
example, is one of six early Kushan column bases _ 


’ is a museum. Supporting a, teahouse wall, 


-dating from the -first-.centur A.D. Serving as.a 


table pedestal, another. of th@e columns decorates. . | 


..Still another, teahouse. (pictute, Bazaar) The 


_ Masijid-i- -Alakadari, a local mosque, contains four” 
,. ancient columns in its structure. The people of Aq | 


‘Kupruk today know’ nothihg of the Kushan 
Empire. 
before Islam,” eae -Islam or qualia az-Islam. 


- Near one Cave, .e a aeieiaa in 1962 and 1965, a 


.They refer to the columns ahd #the . 
_» Buddhist paintings in nearby cayes as simply “from |. 


Located ie @ crossing, on ‘the Balkh River, Aq ae 
Kupruk has been an-important commercial and’: 
ae center for centuries. A main route from 


‘spectacular geological formation, a natural” bridge _ 


was found..It is,called the “‘Sying of the Daughter: 
of the King,” Gauz-i-dokhtar-i-padishah: For the | 


“story to be true she ‘would have had to be-a giant 


‘girl.’ According to Jegend, her-switg broke and 
she fell and was killed on the other site of the - |: 
Balkh River. Her heartbroken father supposedly » 
_ buried heron the spot and there is indeed a mound -. 
just opposite the natural bridge. One archaeologist ce 
. found nothing byt era ‘avel in this mound, but local. 
rurnor that he. removed-the . 


residents spread’ a 


Not a Muslim.” ° 


“girl’s’ skeleton at night. ‘Said one man. of Aq: : 
. Kupruk, “We'do et really abject: after alt, she bilge 


ORLY Sale 8 ACR ML cea: 
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an 
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"Women have nbordinate sits at Ag’ Kupruk,’ ' 
- Afghan culture. traditionally: a been. male ori. : 
a nee ang male Sominated 7 a 


ne g history er heguent sot Warfate has nag 
at “abl een one of the. most significant factors-until : 
ee Pie ty secent: ‘times in. determining the. status, of | 
or a a pen. Bhought tobe physically inferior'as war-,” 
"he  pidrs and. hunters, women: have been placed at.a 
i... « \disadvantage by’ the high value placedupon martial ’ 
| he e. - skills ee cultures a 


Po es aerate 


om 
1 


Women have been kept th the hove e. There ro 

” tended the young, aged or ill, Most important’ they’ . 
- bore: children: to. a ithe survival of their - . 
- particular group. et i, ty ie, eae 
ie oe Since women themselves: were commonly part of 
the. spoils of war, they- were jealously guarded - 

". against capture. Like the.Spanish conqyistadots 

who claimed the Americas. ‘for God, Gold,. and 
Glory," generations. of Afgharis have scaled: their. 

we Mave éd mountains and. crosse¢ the dry hot plains 
- for “women, Gold, and 2 aon las Zh, and | 

- Zamine er. . — 


f. hs 


| “Male Aotiinatice in. Afghan culture is displayed | Bea 
“yt. even in the female's: most important role, that-of fF |< 
childbearing. A wife“has not satisfactorily: fulfilled 
- the obligation to. her ‘husband until she has’ pro-. - 
duced male childten. This is clearly @luMfated, for 
_ example, in kiriship pee BN Among the '‘sev-: 
“eral: languages spoken‘in Aq "KuBruk, there ate 
Separate terms for an unmarried girl, married 
“woman with no children, married’ woman with 4° , 
» + * daughter, and married woman with a'son. Qnly the’ ©. 
~*~ Jast conters the full status of “woman.” The birth - “4 
: “of & son. establishes. the fertility of the female,’ 
. 4 announces the virility of the male, and -promises 
“7 © the.continuance .of a male doginant.. patrilineal 
/°.-. family line. In.an area like Aq Kupruk, where. one 
of every three children‘dies before fhe age of.two, 
Pe, ee for the aEveal of fhe eee is Noy. 
| ye eee a 


Uebak w women and children iow a nearby village visit their.” 
relatives in Ag eee a by. J — Powell). 


. Women do hive some power and status even in 

* so male dominant a culture. Daughtérs may bring 
_ both prestige and profit'to the family. By ‘carefully 
”-arranged marriages—negotiated _by the mothers of - 
_the prospective bride and groom—women increase, 


aes Sanam til 


‘the wealth and ‘influence oF their own family and . 


i the fafhily of* the husband. Girls generally are mar- 


_.. + fied between the ages of sixteen .and nineteen.” 
ta Their husbands’ ‘are © generally. older. | 


To a assure the marriage potential of a girl, older 7 


‘women teach them the skills valued in Aq Kupruk 

* women. ‘The ability to spin wool into yarn or to tie 

‘ carpets, for example, pons enhances their value 
as wives. ; . & ie 


- Islamié traditidn, interwoven with conventions of 
older. local tribal origins, influences the status of , 
women. And although changes in.women’s status - 
are ‘occurring more rapidly today, these. traditions 
". °. for many-centuries determined the. rele and ‘the 

power of females.) A chief means’of control was the 
institution ‘of. put 
, “gation of women rqm all men except: their. i imme- 
r:-. |. Ajate male relatives. As an extension of purdah, 
. ° men were expected to'wear a sacklike garment 
. called a burqa whenever they appeared outside the 
home. The burya, also called a. choudry,covered the. 
entire body with only an embroidered latticework 
a slot: ‘permitting limited | vision, 


a” 


— adanic Law, Shari’ a; does not siya "purdah. 
.> ~~ Neither’ dges Bt prohibit the isolation of women. In 
~ fact, the 


sions pe-made for digposition of property, inheri-. 

: -tance, marriage, and divorce were more liberal 

,. ‘toward.wotnen than any tribal customs then in exis- 

tence in Arabia. He everi sought to prevent ee? 

mep:from accumulating : an extravagant number of 

wives. “Four wives,” the Prophet decreed, should. 

- * be the maximum. He galso. stipulated that each | 

a shgifld receive equal treatment and rights. But cus- 

rs" aetgm in Afghanistan, as welt as in other parts of the 

7 Ps orld, proved stronger tharr'religious re- 

Bo, fog Muslims i in ‘Afghanistan have incorporated — 

as = ‘the pruttice of purdah into orthodox belief, adding 
va * to it" a religious enetion: os 
: oa ° 

‘The specific origins of purdah are-lost in history, - 


veiling of their bodies in a burqa, was intended to 
oye hen from on lustful eyes of evil men who 
i ; ‘ _ . rs $ iD Bo ; a: 
. : 4 , ‘ i p . Oo. & 
ca * - , “@ , : eked | 


* woman with her husband’s ‘family and provided 


ah. Purdah required the segre-' - enforced isolation of women is "beginning to 


dominant: conservative ue pence? 


exposed for all to see. On the second — 


t Mohammad tried to improve'the | 
' .*, harsh. lives o nomadic Arab women. The provi- 


« , Thirty -years eatlier, King Amanul- 


_ tween 1929 and 1959, Afghan thinking 


Some say that the ‘isolation of women, like the .« burg and emerging from seclusion. 


“tnightiseduee or abduct ‘ieee «Others argue that <.. 
the: burga tHaintained the equality of women. 
Whatever the justification, the custom. has survived, . 
so long because wQmen have b@™f viewed as, eco- 
"nomic assets. Wie; ost money. Daughters were 
eth money. And marriages could bring favorable - 
» political: ‘alliances. These assets were to, be. ‘pro- 
“tected. as ‘one would protect. other valuanle 


ee A aa 


“Until ‘Fecetifly: and in keeping with ‘tribal — 
practice, it was.common for a young widow to be’ -, 
remarried to a member of her deceased ‘husbaft’s. . 
family—even -a boy of five or six years. This 
_Practice served a multiple purpose. _ It kept the 


protection for the children,.who were. patt of ane 
husband’ s ca adh is se oS - 


|  ecddve the lace of women. today, amo 
- Afghafis with a modernist orientation, is coming fo’. 
- be evaluatedgaccording t different standards, the 


disappear. But customs die slowly in Aq Kupruk. beac at 
. Such customs can continue to ee reinforced by 4 


In the capital city of. goth: on August 25, 1959, 
. female members of the Royal Family of Afghan- - 
Jistan appeared unveiled i in public. ‘Thejr faces were - 
- day of: an official celebration of Af- 
ghanistan’s independetice,’ an ancient: : 
tradition ' was - oh iby. the Royal: 
Family. oe “4 


--lah had lost ‘his throne soon after he 
decreed the equality of women, abol.... 
-ished the female obligation to cover . 
their bodies with the burqa, and estab: 
lished. cocducational schools. Yet be- 


had apparently changed. In- 1959, 
neither King Mohammad Zahir Shah 
nor his family were challenged because. 
of the unvenling. of the: oe women. ; 


“Since 1959, ine easing “numbers of tA 
Afghan women have’been shedding the » 


Custo 
eu s! 


s change as conditions change, 
vy “ not wulhout Tesistance. « 


. c * s : * , ’ : + . . . - Fs . % es . * G 
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. Pe. <* s te ete a : . . aihe : . . 


as 


com. 


“In. Apri and oo ‘in as: street demon." ” “The mer did not release the prisoner. a 


“ strators led by*provincial Muslim religious leaders - ae 
“demanded compulsory return of purdah,. punish- ee RURAL WOMEN AND PURDAH a er Se 
' nfent for women wearing miniskirts, and ‘abolition . © er ae 
of secular education for women. Fanatical demon- - In towng and. Villages. like Aq Kupruk as well as | 


“strators threw. acid) on women ° who’ wore . among nomadic women, certain rules of purdah 
Western-style clothing oh the city streets. In Octo- _ have not. been rigidly'entorced. The physically cum- —. . 
ber of the’same year,-a bicycle-riding mullah from —_ bersome burga has never*been popular‘among. -. . 
.. Herat seriously wounded several -.women before he- rural and small town women whose daily lives were - . 
was captured, About 5,000 women demonstrated i In. Spent mostly in work.’Instead, women: wore head - 
_. front.of government buildings, demanding that the . - veils or shawls which could be: drawn across’: ‘the 
_ . attacker be turned over:to.*them for appropriate » - face if strangers appre: 
punishment. The’circumstances remind one of an 
~ earlier Westerner’s observations on the potential 
* "violence. of Afghan women. Rudyard ‘Kipling, 
"writing | in 1892, ‘admonished a young British 


~ Whether living i ina village or traveling i ina cara," 
van, Aq Kupruk: and other Afghan rural women 
help.prepare grain, grind meal, bake bread, cook, 


soldier, - vegetables they have helped to cultivate, they occa- — 
ne SE eee : wounded an’ left. on - sionally. cook meat, and haul water for household \_ | 
RISTO Dias s ' - use. Usually a woman has helped tend the herds 
can the wee ee out eee up your -- . and certainly she has foraged for fuel. After the 


‘Just roll to your rifle an’ blowout’ ore brains, ~ men have shorn the shaggy sheep, she has washed - 
An’ 80: to your Gawd tike a soldier! . “ahd carded: the wool, then a ‘it into yarn, She .. 


cya 


ee 8 Women demonsttpte:in. Kabil against he bicycle- viding. miullah fron Herat. He had injured several tones by : cos 
; ‘ '-  . throwing acid in their faces. He objected fo Afghan women wearing short dresses and no burqa. He desired a return to 
a3 . the traditional rules of purdah. Almost fn ,000 women, some Wearing. burga, athered to pres and demand Pune it 
/  menteof a meullah {Photograph m i aa i : | 1 
_a | Ye. tHe Ft Sr 
ERIC. 4 | 
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“. - has produced-cloth, blankets, rugs, or. tént cloths: | 
see on heavy looms. In addition’ she may be skilled at: ° 
' . 2" tying carpet, ne of the chief sources of cash in- _ 
_ come. All'the while, she has had the mgjor respon- - 
.* .. sibility for care ang maintenance of the household. 
-_ and several children, | Tse Wee 
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Women in Aq Kupruk, unlike ‘women 


area which is entirely their own—the rooftop. It. or. if-they are females, atready being ‘socialized: to a 
provides a place of amusement to spend leisure mo- *, their roles. as futute. mothers; "es 
ments. Qn the rooftops women can relax. Neigh- 8 ee ee oP 
_bors and nearby activities can be observed. The’ . .. URBANWOMENANDPURDAH .* 
number of cattle in neighboring compounds may = eee a re a 
be counted, or how much wool has been shorn, how ___- City women have fel the full force of purdah, al- 
much brush, moss, and animal dung has been pre- “though they had other ‘advantages which women in. A 24 
pared as fuel for the winter. She can observe the ,_ towns such as Aq Kupruk might have envied. In Se 
addition of a weaving loom gr a new chimney in an “ities, ‘women seldom left the home except to : 
adjoining compound. ‘If her house is well-placed, attend mosque prayers in a segregated enclosed = 
'- she may elso be the first villager to see tlfe gallery on balcony. In public, they were always clad.) 
az IAS BGAN EY PRY 
ji Ba RET, 
NR VR tt : 
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a ” Tajik girls on a rooftop in Aq Kupruk.© 8 Was 


: es 


; oe aa = , . *s . 

approach‘ of a nomadic caravan—and have the - 
pledsure of informing “her husband. :- ae 

are » aa % ee . : , as er 
- Unlike the teaftouse in the-bazaar, which is for | 

nrale relaxation only, the rooftop is a place for work ’ 

”-as well as relaxation. Here grapes or other fruits dre 


+. dried: and“fuel is stored. Grain storage bins may 
1 A in~the 
cities of Kabul and Mazar-i-Sharif, do have: one: 


ealso share space.with toddling children, those too » 
youhg to follow after their fathers if they are males, 


aN it gil Le J 


‘e 
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~ Nomad women, normally unveiled, adjust their headshawls to shield théir rae fromthe . ~ 
--.%  gtranger and his camera. (Photograph = Louis Dupree) _ : - 

ina burqa and accompanied by.a close relative or 
_. trusted servant. Never were they allowed to do the 
family’ s “shoppii g or marketi ig. Houses were: de- . 
signed so‘that windows looked onto an interior 
courtyard. Theirs was a private world. Women were ~ 
; ee to see nor "to be Seen. 


~ 


_MARRIAGE Te 


Family ere such as the selebratiot! tra 
wedding or birth of a child, provided occasions for 
-- women to mix socially wi th the. opposite sex. At 
_. these celebrations a young] girl often had. her first 
_ .| glimpse of the male her mother had arranged for © 
'*. her to marry. Although negotiations between the 
two families.might have’ been carried out over % 
months, the couple usually had no ee 
 gvén to speak to each other before the wedding. It 
- increasingly commdn today (especially in the cities, | 
of course) for 6 young couple t meet while closely 
supervised, and get to’-know one another, for a 
_- period préceding-marriage. “Dating’’ on the West- - 
 etn-pattern, and the notion of “romantic love,” are 
. still unusual in the cities, Xarer still in. Aq mupuk 
a and smiles, towns: "and villages. - os 


oT 


ae A Tagg girl in Aq Kupruk Sasle traditional jewelry 
: t "and clothing and uaing a manual powered . sewing 
o2 ‘machine, (Photograph by Josephiffe Powell). 
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Wh ar Toft woman prepares soup for iutich (below , a young Tajik art fitAg Kuprik cares for-her 2" 
. baby brothet {above left); An Uzbak boy, sitting on his mother's lap, and hélding.a ia of bread, _ 


appears unmihdful of the fly in hia right eya, He woars a feather-tufted qnbroidered tap with ear 
flaps that mate in cold? and se mother’s oy t (above a ‘Photographs 


“4 
ae ae 


daughter's. future well- being in other ways. One 
obligation of the grapm’s. parents to provide a kind 
“of. thé bride. Some of the “dowry” might be spent. 

ually reserved as a kind of ali mony in case of 


_{maturely. The government today discourages both 


Tiages. ; a 
~ MODERN TRENDS, 


>. Overtones. In. modern times, purdah is undergoing 
“pearing. 


, * 


In the-past, the modesty. and virtue deconiated 


& 
_# 
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In addition toa carefully arranged marriage, an | 
Afghan family traditjonally. sought to assure a . 


~_ of “‘dowry,’’ called toyana in Pashto, for the parents 


-{“‘dowries” and the practice of spending lavishly on 
-wedding feasts. But Afghans -across the country 
. continue | to look: favorably ‘Upon: zteneet mar-..... 


, . further adaptations even in the EPEOceNS of: disap- - 


. “with wearing the.burga made it seem) desirable to - 
~ ward many despite its physical i inconvenience. Conserva- - 
tive inde isedets continue to. areye. in *favor of 


on a wedding feast. Another portion, however, was. . 


ivorce, or inheritarice if the husband died pre-, - 


a » , Purdah. is a secular institution -but it “has been ~ 
continued through many centuries with religious — 


“Yesterday, today, tomorr ow.” An Afghan cartoonist’s reaction to evolutionary trend i in women’ 8 dress. — 
) ira the KABUL —— alg aie lia 


“the: diega on the basis of their view of decency. But — 


today the burga is assuming a symbolic value as a 


a pueYy different gtoup and: be new reasons, 


* = gohs : = 8 
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Tn a.curious reversal of values, the burqa that j is 


-. being replaced by a-modest scarf 1 in: the cities is 
often worn as a mark of affluence by women in: pro- 
‘vincial towns ‘and villages . like “Aq: Kupruk:. 


Wearing a burqa, a woman could not easily. do ~ 
.laundry or tend sheep. Such a garment is proof that 


-a woman does not need to perform manual ‘labor or 
work outside the house. The revival of the burga is 


-. mark of social status that is making it attractive to - ' 
‘practice that remains but is ‘losing populgrity is the”. 


‘an example of the tendency in. ‘many cultures. for . . 
_ Villagers and townspepple to. adopt obsolete ‘or 


dying city castems in’order to apes Sophisticated. 


‘ Not all Afghas women are opposed. to purdak. 
Many, mature women especially, are reluctant to 
leave the: security and protection of their homes. 
They feel inadequate and shy, when confronted with 


vot 


strangers. They dislike shopping and crowded _. . 


streets. They are comfortable and gecure with the 
"old values. Their traditional role is clearly defined. 
‘Modern women, the traditionalists feel, command 
_ insufficient besPeeh: Ne a: 


y 


. . purdah, its’ physical limitations: .and its psycho- 


, of the. burga-as inconsistent with the future in 


Pe 8 stewardesses, nurg 


which they. plan fo: be teachers, doctors, airline 
S, midwives, and office workers. 


Modernization i is a nationally ackridwledged ob: . 
<a jective. The government of Afghanistan supports: . 
he women ‘s aspire dons: for participating male ae 


You nger women often reject the entire concept of. 


logical’ implications. This is. particularly - true. ° 
. “among urban women who have received ‘Western- 
‘'. style education. They view purdah, and the wearing” 


Ake aes ed oe A Toj gilin Aq Kuprak (Photograph bf Josephine Powell)... / - 


t 


the development and modernization of the sole 


These néeds can change custom®, berate customs oS 


aren out of needs. 


— 


> 


In that seginent of modernizing aes 


“where individual life and property are secure, the 
~ psychological and physical need for extreme pro- 
‘tection of women, as represented by the institution 


: male'village elders, the power and status of women 
in - as at 


‘of purdah, ‘is becoming obsolete. Though they are 
not ‘yet counted in-the censuses conducted by the - 


in. Afghanistan -{s increasing. - 


‘ 


‘ties and’ nuts, and. chasing other animals with - 


“ : stones and sticks—early man at. Aq Kupruk. Living : 


.  onedible wild plang and animals, pre-agricultural 
' . +. mankind survived. Protected by caves and then © 


_ totally dependent upon the things” of nature; 

-streams, for water, sticks and rocks for tools, ani- 
‘, mals. for clothing and ‘food, 

vegetation happened to be available. Small wonder 

that animism, the belief ‘that spirits reside in 

objects, developed to explain natural events. How 

better to: explain sun, and: moon -or —— and . 


flood? = 0 te 
Just how humans first. ote to he site of ‘Aq 
)Kupruk i 


’ 


Os ee a ke eee eke 
7 ee MAN AT AQ KUPRUK a ere 


_ Another. animal grabbing for roots, picking ber. . 


‘crude shelters these prehistoric people were almost ._ 


and ‘whatever 


-. on the hillsides..And animals were domesticated; 


not at all clay Possibly ney walked 


there i ina eek of ‘mild climate and flush secetas 
‘tion. The geology of the area suggests that it has 
not always been so dry. Or, as an old white bearded’ 
“Aq Kupruk mari “suggested, peopfe may have been - 
~ here ‘‘since the: von began.” ne then might it 

have been like? | fae 5 Py 

» Between deserts - on the’ north ‘And west a ae 
_ mountains. on ‘the south and-east, the Aq Kupruk.’- 

- region offered considerable protection and water 
and | enough to suppost early agricultural prac- ; 
.. tices. Garden crops could be grown near.-the river. 

“Grains: were developed out of the grasses that grew 


“goats and’ sheep and cows ‘ahd cmehens, and done 
and" cats, and horses, 


‘ 


pes 
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Techniques wee learned for stoting fogd. Drying 


_ preserved. fruits, grains; and roots: for. winter ri 


‘Water could be stored. in jars and animal sking: 
Herding maintained. a reliable source of meat and — 
Stone. Age | 
‘man developed through a | Bronze: Age and’ then © 


. i ot . 


transistor radios. . 


_ wool. Prehistoric mankind ‘sutvive 


3 ey . 


ere Iron Age -ma 
+: ae me 


Today’ some in Aq Kupruk 0 own battery- genet 
In “addition td the nomads 
' passing through on camels and donkéys there are - 
-- decasionally. some “iHfeps”” arid other automotive 


... vehicles. Though without electricity ora stainless 


‘steel sewage decomposition, plant, Aq supe! is in : 
_ the twentieth century yet not entirely of” it: 


- Ata: ‘geographical -cfossroads, Aq Kupruk. has - 
experienced intermittent but. constant change. . - 


‘Here ‘visitors. have long been - passing through. 


- Nomads, conquerors, priests of various sorts, and 


_ simple travelers; Some paused long enough to in- 
~ fluence the existin g culture and also to borrow nom 


‘ it + ie Ay 


’ cincreasing. 


a _ mountainous Hindu. Kush. : It 


, 


n becoming a village . 
-onee again. oo De - ene ; 
Suu villagers: have left their valley homes to ex- 


perience life elsewhere and to bring back new ideas 
.and tools; books, religion, guns, garments, ‘and 


- naybe the design of the unique wooden spade sO” 


useful for digging. while barefooted in the gardens | 


near, the a 


China and Persia, ‘Arabia ‘and Monizcits each - 


' fave left:an imprint on the culture of Aq Kupruk. 


It js all of these and something else. It is. Aq - 


. Kupruk and nate is ees 


: uv. a 
+e 


> The earth sg arid the air above have chariged ; 
cat Aq Kupruk 


hen the Aral Sea‘was larger there 
°must have- been mote moisture. (he present flood . 
“plain soil-‘was once solid rdck, high above in the 
ay have -been. 
warmer at.times in- the past atid also it Has ‘been 
~colder. The last remnants of an ice age are glaciers 


dating the crests of the Hiridu Kush. They are 
_- reminders of a time when fhe region was covered... 
with ice--and of the warmer times that followed. : 


- But for as Jong.as anyone noy living can remember, : 


-- Eventually 
. perhaps all-of the members of an extended family, 


the clear sky. and “ summers,. the windy and. 


- 


cold Wut sunny winters have been the pattern of 


A PLACE CALLED AQ KUPRUK 


| Every place has a uhique position on . the alobe. a 


ha “Kupruk, for _ example, . is “located at 


‘36° OS’ North ‘Latitude, almost 3 ,000 air. miles 
north of the Equator. In terms. of east-west rela-. 
tionships, it is at 66° $5’ East Longitude or about.” 
. 3,000-air miles east of the 0° Prime Meridian which’ 


goes: through Greenwich near London, England. It 


“is about the same distance also from. Vladivostok, “ 


the eastern port city of the U.S.S.R:, from Singa- 
pore'near the Equator inthe South China Sea, and 


from Dar es Salaam. in Tanzania, East Us 


From Mecca, the holy éity of Islam on te 
‘Arabian peninsula, Aq Kupruk is about 1,800 air « 
- miles along a preat circle route..Similarly-distant . 
but rarely i in the minds of Aq Kupruk’ residents ate | 
_ Dacca’ in Bangladesh, Colombo in Ceylon, and: 

: . Moscow in the: U.S.S. R. to, the: northwest. 
Until recently. she village. sealed ‘iis i te 
Aq Kupruk was first.a campsite and 
-. then a'village. Now it is a atv 


a 


which flows north out ofthe Hindu Kush into the’ 
Amu Darya:River which separates Afghanistan and - 


. the Union ‘of Soviet - Socialist Republics. Aq’- 

Kupruk js a town-bufilt around’a bridge over a river. _ 
-In Uzbak-Turkic aataan be ee means 
“White Bridge.” i 


r . 


An inland nies Aq. eek: seithee accessible . 


by water routes, railroads, nor ‘paved highways.’ A. 


stopping place,on caravan alias Ag a aa is ce 


it lone. has aon . . 


_ STABILIZING LIVING CONDITIONS 


The. ability to proditce ‘food arediaably and ts 
store surplus food for use in nonproductive seasons 


- ate two of the: factors that allow humans 'to'settle  _ 


more or I¢éss permanently in an:area. Because river 


valleys offered the most fertile land and reliable 


water. supply, some early: humans elustered there. 
they’ formed small. communities, 


cooperating in producing food and providing 
shelter. In the area of Aq Kupruk, for example, the 
seinen of an irrigation system was one of the 
innov 


A 
as 


tions that facilitated expansion of popula- 
tion and food ‘supply. community clusters formed - 


. glimate around this: riverside village between -the ie 
mountains and Ceserts of ae Asia. 


Aq. Kupruk is a cros sging on ‘the Batkh River . 


ERIC ger 


villages,-then townis: each was ‘supported by an-in- 
“creasing: number of. skilled -specialists—potters, 


- weavers, dyers, blacksmiths, stone CASONE: and 
others. pm os , =) 


.¢ . eas . ar 7 
. 


* Not. everyone in the area aasmained if peeuancnt 
settlements. Some groups became’ or remained . 
nomadic, making seasonal orbits in search of pas- +, 
_ ture and trade. Herders whose actiyities took hea 

around the settled areas established: a close fela- 
- tionship of mutual benefit with the technically spe- 
_ ¢iatized craftsmen. From time to time farmers and 

_ their families would build a house in the town, then -’ 
walk some distance.to tend ‘crops, perhaps even. 
- Staying away for several weeks during planting. or 
harvesting activities. . ee ’ 


at 
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As. vallawes became todins, 1 the latger c ones aed. 7 


= i into centers .of commetce, conrmiunication,’ 
~ anid governmental administration..A very few. towns. _ 


became cities. Kabul, the capital of Afghanistan, in 


2 thé Hindu Kush and southeast of ‘Aq Kupruk; is an . 


example. Mazar-i- Sharif, ‘north “and_ down’ river *, 


- from Aq Kupruk, .as well as Herat,’ ‘Maimana, 
Kunduz, and: Kandahar:are others, Now,’ as then, 


city dweller, villager, townsman, and nomad. live: i 
interconnected and intérdependent:lives, each nec: - 


essarily littked to the other, aes fw meet face ‘to: 
Pes ee an “ te Ge ag 
an . : ae WN - ' 
- ¢ on i - 4 7 : . woo ” 
MAP TWo “ es 


a "0 ee oe ow om Vv « : 


ROAD a 
yo are ’ ae oggie Me 
e vs me ; : 


ae 


Mi Fes 


“best to deal with isd one type of people differences . 
ata time: . 


a times. 


tiles situation, By no means are the people all alike. 
In fact, no two are ‘exactly’ alike. They differ in . 


~ Smalls as. it ‘i. im Kupruk i is'a a diveres aia: com- 


cultural-ethnic: heritage, in linguistic. tradition, ‘in 


ms ‘the mix of. their racial’ characteristics, ons of 
“| course, in status and. social class. | 


‘So cotiplex is the Aq Kupruk sitiation that it is 


rn er] 


These pecs came’ from 1 many. places ‘at many 
mong them are: cultutal practices which : 


_ probably: ‘originated east of here in China. Tea 


drjnking, Wherever it may. have originated, could 


| Te’ as one example of an impotted cultural prac- 


- aft “Islam chine and stayed. The Sunni or orthodox 


4 


_ which is. of 
other parts of the Muslim world, also has left traces : 

“of influence in Aq Kupruk. The ‘Sunni itself has 

- undergone changes; Muslim mystics knowm as 


. ‘teaching new ways of thinking about: 
'. “has many facets, The cultural-ethnic heritage of Aq 
Kuptuk has most .6f them ‘in varying measure, ~ 


ice for tea — not oo on these dry hills, 


Aq Kupeak people are Soimte But before Islam... 

. many were Buddhist, as. the carvings in nearby . 
"Caves suggest, Buddhism came from India, where it’ 

_ originated: as a form of Hinduism, and militant 

Brahmagism ‘drove it out. Buddhism came and, | 

. + like others before it, went, yet it is still a part of the. . 

2 cultural- thale neritaees e of Aq Kupruk. 


‘sect is domiggnt in Aq Kupruk. ‘The Shi'a sect 


ore recent origin. and dominant in 


Sufis have come and gone and come again, 


Some people simetines 1 refer to. themselves as 
descendants of the armies of Alexarider the Great. 
Likewise, Genghis Khan’s armies passgd through 


" this area and one.can find evidence of oth cas 


o 


a ‘ : 
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_CULTURAL-ETHNIC HERITAGE. 


od. Islam - 


|: 
oe 


and Mongolian influsivese In fact, there is evidence 
of almost every culture which ‘surrounds c or. has . 
_ surrounded this’ valley town, 


> 


- ‘Aq Kupruk is very ‘neat: the’ border which at 


.. separates ‘Afghanistan from the Union of Soviet ~~ 


Socialist Republics. There is. little talk an outsider 
_can hear about “Russians” but Aq. Kupruk Uzbak 
are of the same ancestry as those i in Soviet Uzbak- 

istan not a hundred: mie away. . 7 = 


'pires, is also not so very far away and is linked his- - 


'. , torically and commercially to northern Afghani- ~ 


stan. Wool fronAq Kupruk finds its way into rugs - 
manufactured in the -city of Herat ito the. west... 
Herat is in Afghanistan, but it a Persian mug. 
‘making center. f Lo . 
_ Arabs too have come‘and: gone and some remain 
: amoig the nomads who visit. Aq Kuptuk. They . 
_ brought. Islam anda distinctive tent design. Thete 


~ Turkoman and Kirgiz. A complex situation, to:say 
the’ least. The cultural-ethnic heritage of Aq. 


-- Kupruk is almost imcredjble; more ‘complicated ... : a 


than the design of a dyed, fled, knotted, and woven 
. oriental rug, An ancient qititure rich in tradition. A. 
small town in 4 vast area}—a cultural-ethnic cfoss- 

roads, 


— once the cae of the larger Persian. Em- 


‘are also Turkish people, and there are Uzbak and 4 - 


LINGUISTIC TRADITION at 72, owe 7 Pree 


| Laagiase. are arts ‘of ‘calegeall ethnic tradi- : 


tions. They are.artifacts of the past experience of a 


people. Among the people of. Aq Kupruk, Turkic © 


. _ languages may have been: the earliest. Most speak 
-. several languages now, a Tajiki-Uzbaki mixture 


being the most common. Uzbaki is‘also spoken and | 
Mongolian can be heard armmong.some old men who ; 


live south. of Aq Kupruk. 


Tajikii is a form of Persian. ‘It, sions with Uzbaki, 


+ Mongolian, Turkic, afd even a bit of Arabic, are in. 


: s* Pa ao The word above is “Afghanistan” vvitten in 1 Pashto, 


. MIXED RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS 


While i in.a scientific sense there are no “races” 
among human beings, there are, certainly differ- 
_ ences among people. And.many of these differences 
~ are visible among the people of Aq Kupruk.. Their 


‘faces, for example, are Central Asian. But this only - 
means that some have features: expected i in North- 
_ eastern Asia and others would appear to be at 


-; home in Southwest Asia and the Middle East. Each 


is Aq Kupruk and that is sufficient. Aq Kupruk is* 


.more than one thing and. certainly. more than one 
‘ type of face. It is first of all human and secondly 


Asian. It is Afghanistan and North. eee at” 


‘ that. 


_ Determining whose. ancestors came from whee 


“the Aq ‘Kupruk liniguistic” tradition. ‘Perhaps. a. 
linguist could even find some Urdu words ate ; 
‘common in-Pakistan. The pattern .is vety compli-_. 
cated, confusing to an observer, but perfectly clear 
~ and useful to Aq Kupruk. The mixture of lan- 
guages serves their daily purpdéses and communica: - 


tion goes on all the time. No’ matter that very few in 


. Aq Kupruk can write or read.:Of what importarice . 
is it, after all,: ‘where these words come ea a 


Communication goes -on. 


” 


te ' 


artifacis i in and aiound Aq: ‘Kupruk suggest a multi-' 
’- cultural, multi-ethnic situation over a long period - 
of time. There seems no doubt, ‘whichever’ evidence — 
'_is considered, that the people of Aq Kupruk have a 
diverse. and ‘rich. ethnic. heritage. They. are at a - 
~ genetic, as well as cultural, geographic, and. his- 


torical | crossroads, 


! a 


A study. of photographs a he Kupruk males can 
ie indicate the diversity. -of fr 
mixed\population. Photographs of females would 
show the same characteristics. but these are not as - 
readily available © to: couiee observers. of this 


acial features in. this 


culture. 


is difficult in‘so ancient a culture. Fot although it meg z 


% maigtains strong oral traditions, written records. -§ 


are lacking. The many ways of classifying people, 


moreover, are designed to serve different purposes 


‘and are often ‘confusing. While there are-scientifi- 
cally reliable techniques for’ determining genetic 


ancestry—through the study of blood types, hair 


_ ‘types, ear wax types, ‘and eye types—suclf findings 
‘are not always in agreement with a people's own 
7 genealogical beliefs. . 

; Perhaps the best records -are ties: remnants of 
past cultures, the ‘artifacts which remain in the 


_ earth as indicagors of peoples who once lived, The = 4... 7 
= ne ee oe — a * 


aes . : ‘ a - ‘ 


i 


- among other Muslims. 


~. ghanistan. One family of Safi Pushtun, for 


' forcibly removed from a settlement south of the- 
“Hindu Kush in’1949 following an unsuccessful re-.-: 
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“ STATUS 


and the cradle of Islam. Their ancestors, 
. believe, came first from “Arabia to Bokhara in 
“Russian ‘Turkestan, then to Aq Kupruk. Neither 


group speaks Arabic and their’ physical features 
strongly suggest.a Central Asian otigin. Faces of' _ 


| Aq Kupruk and other Filldstaff Perspectives pro- 
vide photographs.. These can be useful whe 


studying ‘the ethnic backgrounds’ of (Aq ‘Kupruk. 


peoples.. It is ,most likely that both Sayyid and 


Khoja are in fact: Tajik whose forefathers changed - . 


their genealogy in ‘order to enhance their prestige 


~*~ 


The Tajik and’ Uzbak of Afphatistan probably 
--also came from Central Asia. The ancestors of. 


‘every human inhabitant may have come originally 
from somewhere else, All the claims or none of the 

claims could,be true. The important, thing is what 
people believe and how they use that belief to sup- 
"port their Status.” 


“Ethnic identity—Sayyid, Khoja Tajik. Uzbak— 
is but one step above individual and family identity. 
Identification with a town or region, Aq Kupruk or 
Balkh Province, is the next highest level of abstract 
. loyalty. National identity is far. more complex: and 
‘its development is still a very real problem in Af- 


_ example, have lived in-Aq Kupruk. They had been 


volt against the ‘Bovernment, _ eed’ were 


they ; 


= 

-, resettled - . 
: Atghantia Only. ‘one. vay, was sent’ to aq — 

‘The Sayyid ai the Khoja share. high status in’ ‘ gag! dake 

Aq Kupruk, they are-looked,up to and respected. “ 

Both. claim: descent from Arab tribes of South 

- Arabia, the birthplace of the Prophet Mohammad - 


..Jarge “numbers across northern 


In Aq Kupruk the Safi Pushtuin amily ate 


“referred to as Afghans though the government has - 


worked to persuade all ethnic groups that. they are - 
all Afghans first. In Aq Kupruk people refer to 
themselves first as Sayyid and Khoja, as Uzbak, 
Tayik, and Hazara. But the Safi Pushtun are called 

Afghans and it is not complimentary. It is illustra-. ’ 


' tive of the separation Aq Kupruk feéls from the - 


nation .of. Afghfinistan and from the Pushtun _— 


pecele who predominate south of the Hindu Kush. 


-Both the Pushtun and the non- -Pushtun prefer 


their old tribal names while at home. Elsewhere, in, 5s 
‘visits to.other places such as Sholgara, the district . 
‘administrative center, 


the provincial capital: of 
Mazar-i-Sharif, or..to Kabul, they may refer to 
themselves as Afghans as seems appropriate. They 
might thereby- expect more favorable treatment 


from government bureaucratsto secure permis- 


sion to establish a ‘small factory, for example—if | 


. they appear to support the government's attempt to 


create an all- Afghan identity. So labels are used. 


‘differently at home in Aq Kupruk and elsewhere. 
One puts one’s best face ere ade 


“The separate ‘cultaval-ethinie groups live in dif. 


~ ferent sections of the town. For the most part, mar- 


“riage 


‘is among young people. of the 
cultural-ethnic heritage. This is simply to say that . 
even in so small.a town, differences are ‘perceived 


cand there are efforts to “continue the line’! , among © 
‘these genealogically sensitive people. To outsiders, 


Aq Kupruk people may seem to act and look alike. 


_ In Aq Kupruk, such a notion would s seem absurd, | 
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A Tajik eempoitnd two rope beds are in the open area, living Guartere and storage areps are around the sides. Fuel © 


is. stacked. on the oon eDe It is an n oily ‘bush called busa. For an Aq Kupruk poly this is nome: 


same .— 


' . i er 
a . a: 
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~The clans into which related nomads: are organ- 
‘ized and the families around’ which Aq Kupruk 
lives are oriented have oral records of the past. But 
these are complicated and t@emand good memories. 
-If'a man’s immediate ancestois had two ‘wives or 
more (he is permitted by Islam to have four but to 


have more than one is unusual) the records of relay, 


tionships of cousin to cousin are even more com- 


plicated. Imagine the difficulty of describing one’s . 


" relationship to one's mer s fourth wife’s panes 
‘brother. . aa . . 


“The neople ove ‘Kupruk trace their descent 
‘through clansmen. prominent in recent history. 


Most. attempt to link’ their genealogies to the | 


Prophet Mohammad either through his daughter 
Fatima or her husband, Ali, Mohammad’s. nephew 


and son-in-law. Khoja claim as an ancestor Abu © 


Bakr, the first secular’ and ‘religious. head of a 


Muslim state. He v was the_first- Caliph. of Islam. ° 


we. 


"Exactly how. many ‘people of what age, sex, and 


ethnic heritage live in-and' near Aq Kupruk is ap- 
parently not: of particular’ interest either to the 
village elders or other townspeople. The National 
Government of Afghanistan, however, would 
probably like to have such information. Without it, 
‘the Census Bureau in Kabul can only make esti- 
_ Mates. rie a schools, hospitals, roads, irriga- 


tion projécts, and tax collections are difficult to 


make without accurate census ‘data. -The: census 
data from Aq. Kupruk are difficult: to. interpret. 


- “SOCIALORGANIZATION 
ov + CLANS AND FAMILIES 


‘detail only to the people of Aq ‘Kupruk. 


74 
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A census by the town elders ‘epontedt in 1965 that = 


Tajik owned two hundred houses,: Sayyid and 
Khoja owned fifty houses, and. there was one_ 
extended family of Afghans, who. were really Safi- - 
Pushtun. The Pushtun later moved away. Hazara 
live in the surrounding hills and there are also some 


Moghul. Altogether about fifteen: hundred males. 
~ ‘were reported to/ be. living. near the town in 1965. . 
The population {s believed, to have declined since 


then. As for. wompn, they ate hot reported, neither 


as wives nor dau ters, in the own elders’ census, 


mS 

“The elders repo i no 10 population change’ in he i. 
Kupruk between 1959 and 1965. Yet the many 
abandoned and. crumbling houses suggest that 
some in Aq Kupruk have moved. Whether more 


' - have died than have been born i is not known to have » 


been reported. One frequent observer who has 
visited the village in the 1950s\and 1960s reports 


that the town population is “probably decreaging.’ oa 


Shcleaie: the district center, and ‘Mazar-i i- Sharif, 
the capital of Balkh Province, have both expanded 
in population. The evidence suggests that Aq_ 
Kupruk is slowly losing population because of the. 


_ attraction of the larger towns rather than because 


6f disease, high death rate, or a decrease. in ie 
birthrate. 


Census data in Paes are such that: these 
speculations are only hypotheses about , what is 
happening. What is. really happening is known in 


WHO WINS THE RACE? 
"The any morning sun appeared on the seen They had stavelid all night to take advantage of 
“the coolness. Aq. Kupruk would be visible from the next high point on the trail. For as many years 
as anyone could remember, these. nomads always camped at Aq Kupruk.. Once in the spring and’ 
eed vagain in the fall, Aq Kupruk’y was a ‘resting place. for. these .“‘people who move to find pasture.” 
oe 
- Cainp was set up outside of town. Women unsaddled the camels and do hive, pitched tents, and 


Regan cooking for the day.‘ Men. and’ boys divided the herds to prevent overgrazing. Then they . 
~ returned to camp, unsaddled the notses, and began to eat the first meal of the day.’ 


- Soon the fownipedple would open the Bazaar And usually some farmers: could be. expected to 
tw bite wheel and vegetables to the camp. They would barter for lambs,-calves, and ‘kids and yoghurt 
- °° 4+. and fresh milk. A visit to Aq Kupruk always brought" aie luck;’’ old Ali told his grandsons. ‘Aq 
~Kurt 18, good,” he said. i -_ ok, | 7 - 
The young men were e suspicious of the grandfather’ S udaement Hadn’ t one of them broken a eg 
; aa a his horse fell here last year? And hadn’t the merchants rudely closed the bazaar early, before 
. they'd finished browsing? Townspeople seemed to be afraid of these young nomads. In all theif 
' visits to Aq Kupruk, they had never shared a meal with a townsman. Nor were the children-per-| 


Pg me ore fast indeed. “Ha,” eeid Ahmad, lee s ten them ae a racel-Our horses against theirs!" 


‘ d: ‘Are sufficient facts. provided to determine whether nomads or townsmen ‘are most likely to mitt 
ee the race? Explain. tee Le a at o. | ene ee? 
a _ 2. Are your sympathies with the nomads or nspeople ef he basis of this one story? Explain. Zi 
. : 3. Can you explain the different pesneees or viewpoints illustrated i in 1 this story? How do the 
“young nomad’s perspectives differ from the old nomad's perspective of: ae Kupruk? Are these ae 
| "perspectives reasonable? a? eo ta ak oe nS | 
| 4. In. net sa would your: perspective be the same? a ie aS : 
, oe . } 


mitted to play together. If Aq Kypruk is so “good,” they were thinking, then their horses must be. - os 


= ; 7 A e 


cee 


oars = 


\ GENERALIZING ABOUT AQ KUPRUK 
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on 


~ “No two situations or places are alike” argue some. Others claim that: “human sameness is present in ~ 


every situation and any particular place can represent others which are essentially the same.” It’s a basic 


‘problem facing anyone studying peoples and places. In culture study it is important to be aware of the — 
differences tween facts, values, concepts, and generalizations. And of these, generalizing deserves’ 


‘4 


. particular aftention. =~ - 


One generalizes by moving from observations of a few specific examples to conclusions which are uni- 

*.. versally applicable. A photograph of a one-humped camel in Aq Kupruk, for example, may lead some to 

_. generalize that only wne-humped camels exist in Aq tuk: A visit to see would support the generali- 

zation, But if one leaped from the photo to generdNzing that there are no two-humped camels in | 

__ Afghanistan, it would be going too far. Nor would it be supportable to claim there are no two-humped 
" ‘camels in Asia-or the world. Generalizations are like ‘‘knife-edged boomerangs.” They can come back 


‘and cut the Wild throwers,” ‘ 


| ‘Generalizations ‘depend—or they certainly should depend—upon facts, the more the better. 


' Generalizations become facts if they can be demonstrated to be true,-beyond all reasonable doubt. But 


_’ most of the'time, generalizations are statements which vary from largely true to partially true and even . 


_f 


completely untrue. Generalizations are attempts to. make sense on a large scale. One ought to try to | 


‘ —generalize often, collecting as many facts as possible to, support one's assertion. 


climate, Aq Kupruk seems a typical human community based on subsistence agriculture. That is a gen- 


- the best place ‘on earth would be making a value claim. | 


. Regardless of what is said about it, Aq Kupruk presents a fascinating example of one human culture, 


-its adaptations to geography, climate, and surrounding cultures. Aq Kupruk is a rich tapestry for the 


‘student of culture: It is old, diverse, changing—both dying and transforming. It is small enough to be 
comprehendible. =~ eo oe he Be oe ~~ f ; ‘ 


x. 


Students of. culture will have to. decide for themselves how much Aq Kupruk is like their own 


‘ -, hometown. For big city dwellers it is likely to seem a very small place indeed. It should be remembered. _ 

that a ‘upon thousands of similarly small towns dot the earth. And those in rapidly growing $7 - 
may view Aq Kupruk as rather ‘‘static”’ (if they are a-bit negative) or ‘‘stable” (if they ‘area bit ,. = 

. positive): Many in America live in Aq Kupruk-sized towns and will'be able to make. direct comparisons +. 


town 


about\events there and events in their own hometown. «> 


Tt ist langerous to generalize-about Islamic beliefs if one has knowledge only of Muslims at rt 
- 'Kupruk. To compare religious practices among’ people at Aq Kupruk with practices in, one’s own 
. culture may be the best.approach. © = pate a a ae ee e's 


ee ac ae . . ue a i 
.- : Nes et . e. a . ‘ 7 
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. Itis a fact that'Aq Kupruk exists. Change too is a fact among the people of Aq Kupruk. Itis general * 
~ izing,'however, to describe Aq Kupruk as typical either of Central Asia or ‘Afghanistan. For its size, -. ow 
given its location with regard to altitude, water supply, soil composition, population density, and ~~ 


- eralization. To say it is a wholesome pleasant place to live is to make a value judgment. To say that it is 7 


ape aes . os 
2% ; sos 
: a we 
: : 


=" Sunniand Shi ‘a, the major divisions in Islam, relate to each other much the same as do Roman 
Catholicism 4nd Protestantism.and Greek Orthodoxy in. Christianity. The split is very old and within . 

each branch there. have developed doctrinal differences, such as those among Baptists, Presbyterians, 

', Congregationalists, Methodists—all Protestants. What is important is that each is Islam, every believer 

feels himself or herself equally a Muslim. - - . Pe 8 ee 


Differences in. detail may or -may not be significant. Typically in the Islamic.world, prayers are. ; 

announced by a muezzin from a tower or minaret which is a part.of the mosque especially constructed ... 

_ “for that purpose. No mosque in Aq Kupruk ‘has a tower: even the largest of the mosques is a simple, 

mud-brick structure, architecturally undistinguished from the surrounding shops and residences. But > 

_, every day prayers are announced in the mosques. of Aq Kupruk just as in the fabled Blue Mosque at 

| * Mazar-i-Sharif,. or in the many mosques of Mecca, ot Cairo, or Rabat, Djakarta, or Kuala Lumpur. 
~ Yet it is important to generalize, first tentatively. Tentative generalizations.can be tested, evaluated, _ 

and kept among ‘one’s treasures—or discarded. 
Thinking demands caution in using facts also. Facts alone are not enough and they change with time. 

_ Culture study is thinking carefully about facts, comparing facts, evaluating facts, then making cautious. —. 
' generalizations based on facts: . = | x. a | . 
“Studying how things are related and interrelated” is another way-of saying it. One may also say that 

“Culture study is a way of focussing light on the human condition. Looking at.other cultures such as Aq 


-Kupruk,”’ this argument goes, ‘‘is a way of looking at others in order to see ourselves more clearly.” 


a) i a — _ - : Vs 
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-  HABIB'S DECISION. 


Habib sigs the white fucban firmly on his head and dpeopated to eave : shoo and go out into. 
. the dusty streets of Aq Kupruk. His head was spinning ‘from,the long, sleepless hours spent 
- resolving the problem. facing him. He found it hard ‘to believe that only yesterday an official: of’ 
-AFGA, the national organization working for family planning in Afghanistan, asked for.his help.’ 
Since-Habib was the recognized leader of the Tajik in Aq Kupruk, the AE official sald, gas was 
‘the logical cons to ape in: support, of the’ program. 


; As he cone out ia the street, Habib thought of the effect of his decision on his wife, whose ~ 
: health had been failing over the years. She had given birth to four healthy daughters and two sons ° - 

_ + who had died at birth. He thought of how his Aq Kipruk townspeople would react and if it would. 
affect his business. He reflected a moment on the arguments made by the AFGA official forthe .. 


“ 4 need of ee, Pe ee in yee They claimed that epee eg had oe been Brac: 


-He wiiniered if it would abe see to maintain the position of Cadeeship | in S Kupruk; which a 
he valued so highly. But he was convinced that. hi#decision was the only proper choice. He was | 


. committed, regardless of the consequences. . . ue 
a 


_ QUESTIONS TO BE CONSIDERED _ 
ae 1 wi What facts did Habib have to consider: in ‘taking his decision? — 
2. What’ cultural factors ould 4nfluence his. interpretation of these facts? 


3. What reaction could Habib‘expect from the following. ‘Aq Kupruk cope if his dedision is to 


7 speak jn support of family planning: Muslims who have made the hajj; typical men in the town; 


typical women in the town; his wife; leaders of the Khoja, Uzbak, and ane communities; the | ~~ 


~ mullah, the school teacher; the town elders; nomads! 


- 4, What reaction could Habib expect from these same people if. his decision is to speak against 


family planning? . < _ as 
5, What other options are open to Habib? ae oe a fA 
6. If you were Habib what would you do and why? In na kaprint In Kabul? In your own home- “ 
_ town? - oo 


7 e nae ‘ -. 


, 7 ee ain BARTER “eae eo 
. . yy ‘ * . . oe : . 

As Ali entered the teahouse his attention: was alttacted by ioud inane froin a “group of pis 
~ fellow merchant friends gathered in the far corner. This was their usual noontime gathering filace. 
. -  They-sip tea and discuss the affairs of the day.-As Ali slipped into a vacant seat, he quickly under- 

"stood the subject of the laughter. Mohammad, his friend-and the operator of the shop-next to Ali’s’ 


_ . own tinshop, was telling everyone how he had taken advantage of of the Hazara who came. down from 
, the hills with grain. ne vegetables: to trade.. Sy 


Ali was sutprised to.see his Tajik friends howling with glee as Mohammad told how, i in ceanie a 

‘ for good grain and vegetables, he had given an Hazara farmer'a kerosene lantern that he had been 
unable to keep burning for more than one hour at a time. Plus he, had given ; the farmer a container ? . 

. of fuel’ mixed with an: equal ‘amount of water. 7 ae 

’. Mohammad paused to catch his breath. He saw. Ali and called to him, “As this iguorant Hazara ; 
left my shop he said that he needed to visit a tinshop thid afternoon:.I gave him your name, : ‘Ali, So. 
-now my good friend ‘can also profit from this simpleton. Telf us, Ali, how will you treat your 
customer?” “Yes, Ali,” said his friend Habez, the shoe fepairer, over the laughter, ‘‘tell-us what ° 
you will do!” Ali sat back in his chair and looked into the a, eager faces of his friends as aul 
anxiously leaned, forward to hear his os . 


é é 
a ‘ 


| | _guEsTioNs TO BE CONSIDERED 7 ee 


A "Why. a6 you think Mohammad was willing to take advantage of the Hazara? _ a, : —  s 
° an 

_ 2. What leads you to think that other merchants approves of: Mohammad’s action? ws : ' 48 
“3, As this sort of action ‘common among merchants in Aq Kupruk? In your: town? 


4, Do you think, that it is acceptable for a merchant to take advantage of a customer? 


. 5. How many éptions does Ali have in, rest g to his friend’s question? 
6." If aad Ali, how would | you answer “the friend’s question? oO, 2 o 
. eae . 


A What do you think the ponnedue s of your decision would be? - 


8. Can you predict any possible consequences peng? felt by Mobammad? 
“9. Couild:you behave as Mohammad did?” 4 


10. if you were the. Hazara what would ‘you do? 


1. Do ag think this iniaginary situation could seally bape in Ag Kuprakt 


"INTERDEPENDENCY - in aaa He A 
oN concer TO DEVELOP pe ae 


- Inthedependency is isa aston theme’ throughout. the” AQ KUPRUK materials. In es 
_ Aq Kupruk culture, several. groups of peoples” ‘are interdependent. Nomads ; farmers, - me 
_ and shopkeepers depend. ‘pn each.other for the essentials: of ante Each proyader: see” eee 
‘vices and. goods. to. meet the needs of the other, A eee ee a 


‘Further, Aq. Kupruk families are i intertependent. Everyone fas a clearly defined... 
and important rolgt Men head these families. Boys accompany their fathers and © . = 

_ learn the male role.'tiHrough obsexvation and practice. Males represent the family in... | 

trading, in rétigious matters, i tt caring for the animals and crops, and in conflicts...” 

_ between families.. Women spend most. of their time at -home--in or near the family © rae 
compound. - Girls. learn the female role by living-it. Child-bearing and rearing, ~ A 
cooking, sewing, weaving, .and gathering. fuel are among. their responsibilities. The ° 
wisdom of elders, male and female, is sought when decisions are tobe made. Bach 

Person’ 's role is valuable to the entire family-- interdependence is necessary. : 


. The. dcauanity of Aq Kupruk is interdependent. Not only are farmers, shopkeepers, 
- and “nomads linked in exchanges of: goods and services. ‘Religion too. is a-dominant 
- force in Tives of people. There are religious days and the daily religious duties 
‘of Muslims. All these affect family life, farming practices and bazaar activities. 
But more importantly, lifetime goals, are linked with the Islamic belief system. The 
high value placed on a pilgrimage to Mecca, for instance, requires savings, and ° 
perhaps the sale of land. Hanan life. and oe are onberdependen i Aq a 
shupruk . : 


interdependency is: only one Sor” tite concepts whieh AQ KUPRUK materials can help io 
és develop. Other important concepts include: evidence, inquiry, valuing, belief, and _ 
. |. proof; role, . status, structure, dominance, passiveness, competitiveness, a ressiver., 
hess, cooperation, tion, reciprocity, ethnic characteristics, majority, eee Rinie an - 
subsistence; 


power; enylronment, resources and symbiotic relationships; subsist hnic . a 
charac caplet icy; telationships and comparative advantage; farming, her rming, herding, shop- a? 
keeping; litera literacy, education, and religion; good, real and true; ‘and lifestyle le and — 
culture. elect one e of these concepts for your own m concept analysis | to tobe don done 


‘through.a study of. AQ KUPRUK.. Hypothesize about what: you expect: to find associated - 
“with the: selected concept. Keep a record of these hypotheses and, continually test — 

. them against. the data provided. Develop as many of the* ec ad as you can. And- 
then, peteraine ae you consider most. PTEpOreene « — . 
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 Mahinoud looked dou at ‘his ficdiiorn child, dAcothecgtl His fourth! Mahmoud thought: ‘of the 7 “ae 
smatl amount of food in the storeroom and of the weakened ‘condition of his herd. - #9 


ss 


: Dicugt andverop failures had left the family with almost no supe food, Having nothing to 4 
“barter at the bazaar he: had little: ehatee to get thore to. eat —_ his family. 

* Now he was eine with another mouth to feed. If it had only been a son: a son to help him o on the 
land; a‘son who could carry on his name; a son whom he could teach to be a man; ason he could be 


" proud of. Instead his wife produced another girl. Sure, she would work in the fields and: learn to 


- weave, and bake bread. Perhaps she would even make a good marriage, bringing some wealth, and 
_. prestige to her own family. But for that» he would have to wait many years. 


Mahmoud frowned and burned: away. He would i ignore her. She would cry but soon the crying 
. would me Why had men seen fit to. oe him so? 


4 
ee 


_ QUESTIONS TO BE CONSIDERED » 


4. What ¢ re you ‘think Mahmoud has decided to do? - > ae | _ 
‘ Why does Mithmoud think differently of daughters and ‘sons? . 7 | oy ; 
As Mahmoud’ s decision. defensible? Wi? - er ‘ oo : - 
: wint Mahmoud’s religion look favorably upon his action? Why? a oe 

: will Mahmoud’s family look : favorably” upon his action?: Why? - 

Will Mahmoud’s neighbors look favorably upon ‘his action? Why? ‘ a . 


i Would Mahmoud’s decision be accepted: in your community? Why? 


g 
Oo ND OH > Ww nN. 


‘ Would id Mahmoud S decision be ced to you? Why? 


4 
ae ae ' 
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potty 


"* MYPELGRIMAGE , 


oy. 
taco 
e238 


a "So, srs . my Ser said, “My son is going to Mecca. ‘Such a good Tajik = Now he’ s . —- 
.- mari.” What else could I do, all dressed up in my new clothes and red turban, waiting for the truck . -- 


to carry me to Mazar-i-Sharif. Here I was, setting out on the neat a of my pilgrimage. B 


smiled, What can, Tsay? — : . 


-Mazar-i i- Shatif was very” tarae, I dough I had never seen sich a grand ‘ad beautiful building: 
"as the Blue Mosque. Have you seen it? No? Oh, too bad:: You ae must tgat to Mazar-i-Sharif and -* s 
see me Blue Mosque. ce oR 


V’venever been in an airplane before. Simactizies we see them above ‘Aq Kupruk. But they never 


Eighteeti? I should have known, Have you: ever been on a pilgrimage before? Oh look out the | 
window; That must be Kabul. The king used to live there. Look at those buildings and-the “ 


stats? Oh my, just imagine what the holy city of Mecca will be like if this” is Kabul. 


Do you have a place to stay? Pethaps we could stay together. My cousin is expecting me. I’m sure © 
mo his any would welcome yop 1 too. pieate share our hospitality. 


| 1. Is the story plausibie Could. it happen? 
| °2, Is the single perspective ‘maintained. throughout the story?. 


3, To whom is the speaker talking? Where? - oa _— + 


4 


4. Can you mplete the story, continullg the ha to ose and eturning the two young men to 
. their Ahan ndmes? - . ok 
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- stop there of course, It is a small-town:’And there is little flat land—except for the buzkashi playing so 
_, field of course. I saw airplane pictures in books at school. But then...Im sorry. I’m talking too. 
Such. I suppase I’m excited. We must be about the same age. I’m seventegn., How old. are you? , 


lL} 


~~ a Mee - NOTENOUGHMIEK! 


; ag, little grass. So little ‘milk; Two little cate lawe died ae this week, i the inothe said sadly. 
e Her ser daughter tubbed her stomach ‘but. madé no sound. 


‘|. where the cooler, et air keeps the-gra Ci 
begun to blow. THY. were a few days late 

* -:. ‘Weakened their animals, slowing their pro} 
; ».°. Mlomads expected to re t well nee? and fatte 
oe _~ brought from Herat. : ' 


to Aq Kuptyk every dey, cae the ‘hightaad trails -— 

een. It was autumn and’ the.cqol dry winds’ had already : 

‘than normal: The drought’ in the west and. south,had =. 
ess. The'area around Aq Kupruk ‘was less affected. The . +» °°” 
their herds for winter while, trading ef the merchandise ae i 


“these maldar, nomads, were moving cl 


‘ 


‘ The fittle dirt aie her iuoihes milk a pat.’ The cup was filled cue to ectioniug Masbe iy oe 
"she would have all she walited-to drink. “No,” her mother said, “we will also need: yoghurt and dried 

ote curds, kruti, to sell in. the town, Ifk fill all: ‘my Joghurt cups today, tomorrow you may drink all-you J like”" > 

: ‘The little girl strolled away. sadly. ee day it was the same: She was too young to understand-that hep 

fu mist have something to selt to the farmers and shopkeepers.in Aq Kupruk or they.could not stay. tt: 
. The nomads’ -herds needed to, graze the wheat stubble fromthe. newly harvested. eas Without. good 4.) 
_ Brazing, they. would not survive ther travel” pneu? winter ahead, . eo. 
“Only two more days. Would q Kupruk. be's as fyll of food. as i dréamed? The little girl sual a 

__, Playful: ‘goat back’toward the herd. Her spice lifted. TW. more:d is mes she could even. speek into = 
ia baeaat with. her older ‘brothers. - : 


; a . : , 
oo rn re eee ee ee 


“Explain how the following : ate related: init, yoghurt, farmers, nomads, zs Kupruk, bizar, rain, 
"grass and: wheat stubble, Ladd sheep ang sate a 


nw 


oF If ‘you were  -meniber of a nomadic family with t00 little food, what would you do? 


as Discuss the concep? of surplus and shortage i in terms ‘of trade relationships, Give examples of either 
OF both from’ your own experience. ; 


4 : ey . ee ot 


- . 3. Why could the nomads reasonably expect the effect of the drought to be less severe in Ag aa ope 


. . 4, Is settled sggiulture.o or ; nomadism more, or. less" vulnerable: to climatic vatiations? To: economic 7 i ‘ 
. changes? Pewee. = | _ a _ 


. : i . a 


5. In northern Afghanistan, noni and farmet/townsmen are interdependent. What advantages and 
oeneaceee docs each life oie oe a - . 
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7 _~ - - “Too ntuch grass..Too much milk,” the nonjad' mother said laughingly. Her @@ughter laugtied too. - 
_¥ . These nomads weré moving closer to Aq Kupruk each day. The summer grazing had ‘been unusually. 

. , good. “Fat coWws,.fat sheep, fat goats. Everything fat,” the mother joked again in her native Pashto . 
. ' Janguage... 2 : Sb Rg Ue o ae : , og 


. . The woman ‘and daugliter milked the cows and goats with experienced hands. Fresh milk was used at. ~. 
_ 7 “the next meal,*Yoghurt ‘and dried curds would be made by fermenting the remaining milk in an assort- 
'. . ment of tin? copper, and-wooden containers. :In.a few days the -yoghutt would dry and then more could ~~ ' 
be made. Mill and fresh and dried yoghurt could be sold at Aq Kuprif{.. The madldar Caravan would be... 
there in several days...’ er ae rc ae , - 
: : , v 4 a , ee 4 my x a: 


“Yoghurt was eaten at eyery meal. Sfill the animals gave more milk and all the vessels.were filled. Event - 
vsome ofthe leather'bags usually kept for water were filled with fermenting milk. In Aq Kupruk it could 


oa Meanwhile, evegy day there was more: and ‘more milk. Everyone drank as much as: they wanted, — - 


be sold; if it could be kept. No one tould remember when such a thing had happened before. Usually _ 


_-. >’ therewas only enough milk to meet family needs with a little extra for trading and selling. “But this year 
- $6 mich rain,” the mother: pointed out, ‘makes too much milk.” - i es 
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«| 1. Explain how the following are related! milk, nomads, Aq Kupruk, bazaar, rain, grass, cows, goats, . 
+ and'yoghurt, 0. 4 a Soe Pte ae 
aq . ns 


woe Be you were a member of the. maldar-nomad family with too much milk, what would you do? 
+ 3. Give an example of a surplus food situation which you have experienced. _ . 
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°. “ TOWNELDERSMEETING. = 


— 


explain our concerns so that we all may reason carefully: about what should be done.” ¢ 


- Kupruk. An agent from Kab&l is waiting outside. He has papers which say that.Aq Kupruk will 
no longer. be the Administrative Center for this District. The papers say that Sholgara is to be the 
Administrative Center. If the agent is to be believed, we will keep the government building near the 


~ the. chief elder. I suggest’ that we discuss the situation now. a : 


A Asan elder, what would you recommend? eo 
. AS a ‘shopkeeper, what would you recommend? - 
: aN : 


Ma, GSE 


Asa farmer, what would you recommend? a 


. As a‘young person in ‘the Aq, Kupruk: school, what would‘ you recommend? 


2 

3 

4 : 

5, As" local: Islamic leader, a mullah, what would you recommend? : 
: j 

7. As a former. Aq Kupruk now living in. Sholgara, what would you recommend? = : 
8 


. AS a former Aq Kupruk now living. in- Kabul, what would you recommend?” 2 


© 


As a nomad camping at Aq Kupruk, what would you recommend? 
10! As the- wife of an elder, what would you recommend? 


er 


Q ‘o- 
< a 


" -“Now that we are all present, let this meeting begin. Mahmoud, you are-our best speaker. Please 


~ “Thank you, sir. Let me begin this way. The problem concerns tlie national government and Aq | 


bridge. Some officials will stay here. But most will be transferred to Sholgara. Itisuptoustomeet . 
with the government agent. But some of us believe our first loyalty is to Aq Kupruk. How can this - 
- matter be handled so that it is best for Aq Kupruk? That is why we. have been called: together by | 


. As an employee of the presefit District Administration, what would, you. recommend?. : | 


we 
38 
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. p _ = * WHATIS GOING ON?” y | 

ope & he oo a _ PHOTOGRAPH ANALYSIS ' - ats . oo ae. af 

i. “Photographs sieoidao one oti of imagery: photographs tell much’ About anole new’ Jinforiiia- . “4 
tion and.‘giving concrete. expressign to verbal images. ' Advantages include accuracy, detail, ‘and _ 


. consistency of perspective. Photographs are an inexpensive and reliable process for recording what © 
"things were like: ata certain piace and time. Culture study can make many uses of photographs. 


Photographs tell much about AQ ‘KUPRUK 5” 


. sapolsliig new ‘Aafoennation anid giving «. - ae 
- conerete expression to verbal i images. One exampie of ‘aia cane analysi 


ae) ie suggested iid 


: — What can’ you, say | — a ee of AQ KUPRUK. 


Zippers? 


Metal and Paper Containers? 
Oil? Spices? Tea?’ 


Ballpoint iad . 


Poster aavertiing hoes, 
Words in Pashto. 


Nailclipper? ‘ 


Hat? Sheepskin? | 
Locally made?’ 


“4 


Booklets or magazines? F 


iia 


| is, 
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“AS scetdiunty Written rec- 
‘ords indicate, he’ is.a Tajik.” 
Shopkeeper in. the Aq 

Kupruk Sear photo: 
-gtaplied in 1972. What time _ 

of day? What. Season of the | 
ner a — 
Pa 


. QUESTIONS: 
| What does the: photograbh ‘show? | 
: What pes of things are shown? 


“What actions are: shown? 


= 


—_— [WRITTEN DATA: . Tie following is handwritten ‘on the’ back of the photograph: 


; 
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| ‘Who are the actors shown? ‘ 


. things and things? 


OBSERVATIONS: ee 7 - 


~ Suit cachet Used? 
_ American’ or Soviet? ; 


Metal locks with keys? 


"As he healthy? ” _. 
; more at ‘eg and skin. , 
| Shit with buttons 

and embroidery. 


Scales. Kilograms?,Pounds? 


_. These ‘are eons | 
, jars of dried goods. 
Nuts? Candy? Seeds? . 
' ~~ 
Two boxes of something. 


"Fresh Ooms" . on 


2 tf tas 
_ How representative is the photograph?» 
oe 4 _ Can’ it be accepted as evidence for 
What -are’ aie, relationships between" making hypotheses and generalizations? 
actors and things? — . : 
On the basis of this photographic 
__.imagery what can we say about: the-man, 
_ the shop, Tajik males, Muslims, Aq‘ 
2s Kupruk sas hae gel AQ: KUPRUK. | 


¢ 


What are the sci cciis between 


” 


“Tajik 


-Shopkeeper-Aq Kupruk, C ae a a by ae Powell, 1972, Photo. a pictore #13- 36JP.. 


AUFS.] . 
BS 7 102 


12) 


ae | WHAT IS GOOD? WHAT IS REAL? WHAT IS TRUE? |. 


< 
+ 


eo 


‘ 


“ite any questions are basic, ne Be are: What i is good? What i is real? What i is. true? cg Tf basic | : - 


= Prmloecp ical, questions | to be acai of care and of. uy subject worthy of study. 
, ee aie ee : : . : i se a : "ale 


(* : aes é o « 


- fy? 7 ‘AQ KUPRUK is the object of sui. You haves an opportunity ‘to compare what you aeeok & 
as good with what i is apparently perceived as good: among Aq Kupruk people. Praying to God on a. 
regulat. basis, five times ‘egch day, is ‘perceived ds good among Aq Kupruk and other Muslims > 


throughout Islam: It-costs nothing. It requires little time. And it is'a regular reminder: of the relation- | 


: — ships between-God and man and duties. now does this compare with the obligaftons prescribed by your 
- “teligion n? - pag = 


Studying about AQ KUPRUK is ‘not the same thing as being. there,. Through 


7 4d descriptions, maps,. photographs, simulations of reality, and motion pictures 


‘one is exposed to representations of reality at Aq .Kupruk. Misinterpretation 
-is one ‘danger. . Oversimplification is another. Can what is real ever be ‘deter- 


. mined through Studying representations? It's a significant: question but too. 


complex for this brief discussion. More imfortant is to continually raise the . 
question. What is-real? (Can it be known or are all perceptions of reality, based 
upon representations--approximat ions of realjty?-— 


--° In‘contrast go what ‘is real the question of what is good seems simple. After all, why ‘can’t we just. — 
decide what is good? The dilemma is.in different perceptions of who should decide and what'should be 
decided. Simply to decide what is good may be easy. Getting others to accept that decision may be more _: 
difficult. And then; what is good in-one situation maay not bei in another. No wonder peopl have argued -_ 
‘' "the question for thousands of years. , ’ 


j ra 


Truth ought to be easily determined: One should be able to go through all materials of a culture ‘and 


“quickly determine what.is true. But can physical artifacts and written reports of attitudes and’ behavior . 


and beliefs ever convey to‘you, an outsider, the same meaning they convey to actual participants in that 


culture? Can you ever be sure you have access to all the:information? The process of seeking truth, for 
- most people anyway, ts time consuming, difficult, at times impossible, always provocative: 


~-Whati is true about a Kupruk, the people and ‘the place? Are there, for instance, 3 000 male heads of | 


- farnilies living there? Does it matter that the number be exact? If there were'3,000 in 1963, what will be 
the number in 1993? Quantitative truth is satisfying to some, but is it sufficient?.Can you measute other. °° 
~. kinds of cout Perhaps it is more important to ask: Is it frue that life is-good at Aq Kupruk? Do the. - 2 
materials a AQ KUP RUE. he truly represent what is: real about Aq pupruny 


2 Ie éven tentative ‘and\partial aftswers to these questions can be satisfactorily “24 
dealt with in the case of AQ: KUPRUK, then the test is whether the same level of 
objectivity | can ai maintained. ee one studies other. cultures-~inciuding one's. 

. ‘Own. : F : ‘« 


ae | : ant and I wi 
_ heeds a man to’ farm his land. Or. maybe there’s some other ‘kind of work . 
‘ cot, > tae “ am ° . . m3 . r 7 i e 


i 


*e 


a? Describe. the two pérspectives presented in. the story. 


-, sonis now grown, you would be welcome to stay. But he must have Jand. And this is/t 
~ have for him to farm. Perhaps you can find employment in Sholgara, 
- your children could go to school...” | ee 7 


. have faith in Allah as I always have had. Maybe some merchant in the baza 


2. Explain the d 
' Kupruk. . 


gt 


URSONCOMESWEWILLLEAVE "| 


: WHEN Y 
-_ “Tam sorry but you will have to.go, My son will-now farm this piece of land when 
the army. You have been a good tenant and I will recommend you to any ot 


SN 


returns from . 
1 could: pio.” 


_ ~“T@o0 am sorry,” replied Mohammad. “I haye done the best I can for you and my ne es It 
is hard to be a farmer without owning land. You have been fair but I cannot help remembering 


_- better days—when my farnily owned land. My father had so much land that each son had a farm. ° | 
_ And we-had tenants to.farm other land as-well. But he is dead and we no longer owfi land. It-is 
difficult to Be poor, sir. I am a farmer though and a farmer I-must remain.” ¢° |. 


‘ Sardar, the landowner, spoke. “I pray that you will have better days ahead. If it we not that my 
| ‘the only land I . 
for it is grpwing fast. And =. 


: 


“But, Bir,” Mohammad interrupted. “We are. Aq Kupruk. My father’s, father’s, father lived. - 


. here: A¥d my childten have already been to school, right here in Ag Kupruk. Sholgara is too big. - 


‘Too maby people. No, It is best for me to stay. here. I know the people. I'am a good farme Iwill | 
e some aar-will need me tO farm’; 
his, land. Thank you for your kindness. When your son comes we will-leave.” > 


oe 


a 


ifferent perceptions of the following: Sholgara,.school, and moving from. Aq ' 


eee eS eee — ee es 


3 In the: landowner's position, what would. you do? a ane 
 $. In the tenant oe wife's position, what ‘would you dq? 


a » . . 7 
fe ag : : . : , . oF 
f° Ps . noe . FS ig We. F eo : 
‘ . 7 A ‘ : .., 2 . 


. 4,.In-the tenant. farmer's position, what-would youdo? = rn ad 


Oe: In ‘the ‘landowner's > n's position, what. would you do? . . % ca i - : ay — 


landowner who 


a oe ost 
7 | Ce 78. 
a9 a en ee Bs. _ WHERE IN THE WORLD IS AQ KUPRUK?. _ es ee 


-. AMAPSTUDY'TO ete te ae 


.@¢ . og . . 
Oost ao, 


“Halfway between Mostow dad hacen, Burma. On the opposite side of the ‘globe ‘from the states of 
“Utah and Nevada. North of the equator about the same cs Ni as Memphis, Tennessee and San Fran- .. 
--- cisco, California, Aq Kupruk is a ‘small town in northern aes in the dey region where the: 


. Middle East and Central Asia eerie AS a 


<2 oe % ae’ | ‘ ay as és — ; 
a he Kuprik is more than a white dobor on a world t map. The dot inekely represents the town which’ exists : 
on the north flank of the Hindu Kush Mountains in Afghanistan. A topographic map" provides more _. 
_° “imagery—the details which surround Aq Kupruk, The Balkh River, for instance, flows from: 
“" . snow-capped mountains northward ‘inta the “Amu Darya River and onward toward the: Aral Sea. In - 
~# terms of uphill and downhill relationships, Aq Kupruk is located some 3, 937 eet above sea level (1, 2p) - 
7 meer) Higher areas surround the town on all sides except north. * ; ; 


. : is : 


a ae . 
y 7 & 


N 


. | _ n° BAZAAR 
oF Bees " ADAY AT'THE AQ KUPRUK BAZAAR 
| - a OVERVIEW 


Ws a 


Fug ig re : , e ji - ; - + : Roe, ss 

> ee “A DAY AT THETAQ I KUPRUK BAZAAR is ; simulation which attempts to recreate the . 
a atmosphere and emotional state: of traders en ata town bazaar i ina village: o or.small town in 
 "  *. Central- Asia. _ : pe 


ae This: game can be played on¢ or more: times ~ the group “studying "A Kupruk," 7 
and. one time’ > by: the’ whole, class, led by a | member . * the "aq aa group. ue 


a re 
’ é Sa eS es 
“wT a. 


The game. si played in ta oe. (i) ander a bates vate sale sede ate eda for other goods). 


¥ nd (2) under a monetary system (goods are ‘bought é and sold for sae Under i systems, the a 
jest ‘is: for: each player to get the “best ie a . 


"Players have several possible poles which’ can be alternated: (1) selling, (2) buying (3) account- - 7 
= ing, (4) team, meetings, and (S) visiting the teahouse 15 tea, food, talk, gossip, and/or business. 


It is not necessary to determine i a.winnet for the game although a. hie or winners may be de- a : 
os termined if the players wish. Winners can include those who accumaylated the most merchandise of... 
money or both. Or winners can include those who played: most vigoro sly, or thosé who mostim- 
“proved their position during the course of play. Whatever the playevs decide is the ‘meaning of win- 
- ning, the discussion’ should | prove interesting. "Meanings of the terms subsistence, survival, mer- 
:- . chandise, barter, trading, monetization, exthange, interaction, ‘‘good deal’’ and "’best’’ can be de, 
veloped through playing BAZAAR. and the iad aischssions "Read both the hea and . 


evaluation yelled ae oe B. 


, 
err _- 


| a ae | BAZAAR ° - ia oe. _ 
oeue ae | | "PLAYING RULES | af -_ 


o Divide class We three. feams, 7 ay 
A. Farmers see nS 2 , % oe 
B. Shopkeepers ° _ ‘ - an 
-C.Nomads.- a = = . 

: “Each team should sone Notes « on the Aq Kapok Bazaar to familiarize Slayers with the 

-~ physical features of the market.Also look at the aatas and white photograph. provided with 
ae ‘other materials in ee oes ; 
‘Farmers and vaNondleoe organize separately before visiting the ices Discuss what to get and . 
_,.What to trade and sell. Decide when-and where to meet during the trading, perhaps i in. the 
. ‘teahouse. (lt. has a capacity of four Customers. plus 7 owner and a mallee): 


| Shopkeepers set up shops ‘with onily one or two people hedding each. Shops may include: ve 
_ teahoyse,~cloth shop, new, and used clothing shop, .a.: food shop, and a butcher shop. 


Craftsmen are. included in this category and, like the keeper of.a clothing store, they are . . 
_ part-time farmers. Craft shops may include: tinsmith, blacksmith, sobbist, carpentry, 
leather, and tailor. 


> Teahouse keeper may serve tea,’ ‘plain a and mint, skewered meat, cooked vegetables, or wt: 
- yoghurt and. provide music and reading ‘matetial. . : 


-Q) Give instructions and one: aierchandise card to cach’ ‘group. | 4 — 
~ (3) Teams decide among themistives how to/divide goods among individuals for trading ae ts 


ne a during the playing of BAZAAR. Duties are paivider as the group chooses. There may be, many. a 
traders-or TOW «Ow et Parez og i . 4 ; ~~ 


~~ 


| pee cme 


(4): Pas: “Need Sheets” labeled “Bartes , to ‘each team, One need sheet should be provided for a 
, : _ each ayer within a team and anothet sheet should bé used to maintain the team’ S record of - 
"gains and losses. If pencils are: = the marks can be 2 erased and the sheets may | be used. again. 


©) Set up the“ bazaar” area to resem le the Aq Kupriik bazaar sl own in the 8x 10” photograph. . . 

. \Use desks for shops. - 3 she 
: Make 2 rows of desks with. the 2. rows facing each other and | center aisle between ‘the two, 
-Shopkeepers can sit behind desks ? ‘A teahquse.with four seats | an be. anywhete i in the row. 


© Begin trading - Farmers and. Nomads may move through the bazaar trading with whomever 
-.- *' they.wish among the shopkeepers and may also-trade among themselves. And. sthey may: visit, 
- , ca the teahouse - though its capacity is only four people at a time. © | 


(D. At the end of a reasonable time period, stop the game and have. players fecord what they have | 
_in their_possessfon. (At this. time, itis permissible for farmers and shopkeepers to exchange © - 
roles — inost, ai ee in Aq Kupruk are also farmers.). fu he 


4 


* . 


es |, (8) Redistribute.all merchandise as it was when the playing started. Pass,“‘Need Sheets” labeled. 
te oe 2 “Monetization” to each group. se _ 7 at tg 


v five gio ps. (A ‘“bank” may be established solely for the purpose of making-change. You may - 
. want'to ‘reafe “1 afghani” notes.) © ee 
Farmers - 160 afghanis * si | | 
go Fs Shopkeepers- 630 afghanis. = - mae bee 
coy Nomads = 210 afghanis k& _ 
-' (10) Begin, buying and selling. cae AS 


bea os ee (9) Introduce money to the BAZAAR system by distributing the following amounts to the ,respec:. 


PY 


ees . (11) When the game ends, have players record on their need sheets what is:in their possession asin- 
°°" .dividdals and also‘as a group of farmers, shopkeepers, or nomads. Suggestions for pdst-play. 
ie 2 participant evaluation are provided on the next page. BAZAAR is a simulation designed to*ac- 
ee ee quaint participants with a elo form of human activity in Aq Kupruk, a Town in‘northern 
‘.. -,”” Afghanistan. But more than that, BAZAAR is a miniature economy quite like many other sub- 
. sistence, barter, and fiidiietized. economies elsewhere in the world: What happens ‘in Aq | 
. ~~‘, Kupruk’s bazaar happens elsewhere. as well. The basic elements of exchange and interaction - 
+. are incorporated in BAZAAR. = | Wt oo Rea ah, 


} 


“One Usbak and several Tajik relax at a teahouse in thé Aq Kupruk bazaar. _ . 
: = : :' Be 4 a ot, 


ADAYATTHEAQKUPRUKBAZAAR © 


_. PARTICIPANTEVALUATION: 9° 


. An evaluation session can conducted by a teacher or an ap: - 2 oe 
pointed or elected student. The following questions may be help- . aa oo 
ful in guiding the participant evaluation of what was Farnen ' = 
through the simulation. 

‘we 


i 7 7 ‘ : : oe i 4 : ‘ . .. . : : 
“att Which, system benefited whom?, Barter sy Jtem or Monetary system? Why? 
, =. (2) Did People come out about ty same under. both systems? Differently? Why? | 


(3) What ‘goods sold most quickly Most slowly? Most completely? 


——— 


os 4) ‘De you. think the same ¢ pattern of Sales sa actually have occurred i in Aq Kupruk? Why? - 
| 6) What group of people tended to do best? Farmets? Shopkeepers? Nomads? Why? te . 4 
© What type of person aid best? Iaggressive? Passive? Shrewd? Clever? Trusting? Why? | | 
(7) What did he ¢ or ‘she do’to perform’ as well: as he or. shé: aid?. 7 -_ 
8) What system aid people ptefer? Barter or Monetary? Why? 
a Ge. @) Which system would work best. in our country, ¥ Why? a 
0) What examples can you give of barter and monetary. systems being used i in the United States?” 
a p ‘Why do you think money was intoduced to the Aq Rupruk Bazaar and what were its effects? 


(12) ‘What i is onéant by t the following’ terms: ihdiaienee! survival: wencbandiie! barter, ‘railing. Ss 7 
; monetization, exchange, interaction, ‘ ‘ggod deal,’ and “‘best"? How are these useful terms? * ina 


a3) How are Aq. ies farmers, nomads shopkeepers and ree practices like those i i: your. a 
"own culture? . . -— 


‘ | ; : oo. 
— What ese would you like to know about, the commer activities of the people of Ag Kupruk? 


a . 


JS)... + NOTES ON.THE AQ KUPRUK BA@AAR 
ae  byLoul Dupree, 
(Adapted from Louis Dupree, “Aq Kupruk: A Town in Northern ‘Afghbotstan,” 


 - - American Univetsities Fieldstaff Reports, South Asia Series, 1966, pages 19-22.) i a4 


Facmers’ Market 
on rot-pehscaur 
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Paes 


{Q- 2OeG)(e- 


~\ THE BAZAAR AT AQ KUPRUK. SE te 


a 


- 


” Number of aan , ae 


arry Russian matches, 


shop sells Beal ene as well, I have 


Ethnic Group 
' Shop on Sketch . Type of Sigg of Shopkeeper ~ 
are foe — Teahouse-serai (inn) Tajik. from Sing-- 
\ ‘ .charak” 
2-8 *Bonjaraghi (eaneeal ‘All Sa! adat 
S store; plus candy, ° (Sayyidy . 
; sugar) - es 
9. - > + Teahouse-serai- Sa’ adat 
aa - " Beaienaght _ Satadat 
} — 7 - . 2 - 7 « 
2 13 oc: %. Teahouse : Sa'adat 
4 | Closed shop; now a Tajik resident 
-. residence 
‘He Rice, wheat, corn shop Tajik 
16... Caravanserai. — Tajik 
, ‘Bonjaraghi Tajik - 
“18 Ps - Closed shop Tajik owned 
19. -- Closed shop | Tajik owned 
20 . " “Chapon (coat seller). '” Tajik 
21. Bazazi (cloth seller) § Tajik® =.” 
“22-23 Shoe repair Sa'adat  — ~ 
24 Bazazi _ . Satadat , 
25 ‘Dried fruita, melons, | Sa‘adat 
—_ . corn . 
-- 26 Dried fruits, corns. : Sa'adat .. 
a , . 
27 . Bakery Tajik, originally 
’ ftom Magzar-i- 
. m. Sharif 
28 Closed shop Tajik owned 
29 Caravanserai ‘Tajik 
30 ’ Bonjaraghi; chapon. Sa'adat 
ee (Best:shop intown) “. % : 
631° _ Closed shop ‘Tajik owned 
32. Kerosene, dried fruits Tajik_ 
-33 , Closed shop Tajik owned. 
"34: “Bazazi {good cloth) Tajik , 
, 35— Closed shop Tajik owned 
' 36 - Bazazi . Tajik: 
‘37 > Smal b Donjaright “Sa! adat 
4 a (plus corn, dried 
ye: fruits) . a 
. "38 » Bazazi (good cloth, _ «Tajik 
“Os ple dried’ and fresh 
as oy fruit) : . ~ 
. 39 Dyer. . ‘ Tajik a 
40-41 . Closed shops 7 Tajik owned - 
4 Aharighar ablncks » ° Tajik 
smith) . : 
143 Teahouse; salt shop _ > Tajik 
** 44 “Shoe repair: Tajik 
a ce Teahouse (eating "Sa'adat 
ar . Place—good. Biles 


¢ 


v 


“(31 this. 7 


‘Shop open every day 


_ Every day (10, 12); Bas | 


or just Bazagr Days. 


; Every day 
eo. 


Every day (2,4,8); Bazaar | 


- days (3,5,6,7) 
Everyday 


zaar. days (11) — 
_Every day 


Every day 


Every day 2- 


Bazaar days - , 


ee 


a 


Bazaar days 
Bazaar days si. 
Bazaar days ss. 
Bazaar days 
Bazaar days 


Bazaar days 


.. Eve ry.day 


—o 


Every day 3 % 


_ Every day, - 


 ‘Bazaar.days . 


Bazaar days 


-Bazaar days . an 


' Bazaar days 


. Every day 


Bazaar days . ss, 


= Every day 


\ Bonjaraghi are shops v wich specialize in foreign impertes basically general stores. They 

nglish ‘flashlight batteries, Czech kerosene stoves, Italian bale 
int pens, Weet German hurricane lanterns» Indian’ ‘mantles for gaslamps, aluminum goods 
rom pein from Pakistan and Ipdia, American cigarettes, and. 


Every day . 
Every day - 7 
Bazaar days “itm ” 
° 4 , 1 


‘ 


pene goods. Ifa 


“. 


_ Number of | . : 
‘.  Shop.on Sketch — 


“Type of Shop 


Ethnic Gicus | 


of Shopkeepe A - 


46 Empty seraj. .. Tajik owned 
. 47 y+. Gloged shop; now Sa'adat owned — 
, ae a residence ie ee i 
— 48-49. » Closed shops Tajik owned 
50 - Tinsmith (repairs, , Tajik. . 
7 aluminum, pots, . 
« Buckets, kettles, 
- ete} te Pe 
51 ‘ Small/bonjaraghi OP Khoja 
“4° plus some dried ©” -" 
fruit oa 
) ' Bazazi © '. Tajik ©. 
53 rar Bazazi. and, tailor - Tajik 
‘(kha at). e ; - ” 
54 pt see Caravanserai (ani- - Tajik - 
ae ‘ a __mndla"Rept here on. . 
Bazaar saya) Oe 
55 i Teahouse “Tajik 
56-58" “Close shops: Tajik owned" 
ee ~Teah _ + Tajik owned . 
60° Corn storage depot - Tajik - 
61 Bazazip Tajik 
62 ‘Good bonjaraghi Tajik © 
a (plus ss tea, ; 
"o>, ‘sugar, and fafcy 
Se ete *| shoes) ence 
63 ay S Bonjaraghi (plus - | . Tajik 
7 8 Corn =, fancy: ; 
shoes), © ws 
64 ° Bonjaraghi ; - Tajik 
65 -Closed shop . — "Tajik owned 
- 66  Bonjaraghi (plus © Tajik 
coe, ' - gorn, dried fruits. ce 
. 8 and locally grown — 
» tobacco) eo ee 
67. *  Bonjaraghi (plus Tajik 2 
. : dried fruit, shoes) .— oe 
68° . Bonjaraghi (plus > Tajik, .. 
oe dried fruit, shoes). 
69° Bonjaraghi (plus’ .. -* Tajik 
vee dried fruit, shoes) “ 
- 70 Skin seller (Tajik - 
721 °  Bonjaraghi (plus | Tajik 
7 dried fruits, onions, Low ¢ 
: - hoe repairs). §.- | i 
~ 13 ‘Small bonjaraghi (but’ Tajik” 
iP - mainly dried fruits, ' 
2 ES melons) - _ * 
WB: ot Fe ‘Salt shop > Pzbak: 
14 "-"}* Bonjaraghi (plus rice,. » ‘Tajik. 
oo me tie garlic, tomatoes) _ ‘ 
1 \. “Shoe repair. : + Tajik, . 
16 - _ | Large bonjaraghi.- Tajik’ 
77° ‘14, Kerosene, salt. © ~— Sa'adat - 
78 : + Shoe_xepair _  * Tajik 
i Large coal : Tajik 
580 Bonired i (plus .. -. Tajik © 
Sy _¢ shoe: repair Zoe eS 


“or just Bazaar Days 


. 
—- 
’ a 
+ ome sO 


* Every day_ 


Every day. 
Bazaar days 
 Bazzdr days. 


Bazaar days 


7 


Every day .. 
Bazaar days 
Bazaar days .. 
Every day _ 


‘ . = z @ 
"Every day . 


Every day “ 


. . 
/ —— 


Every day ’ 


A 


a 


Every day 


Every day. . 
Bazaar daye | 
' Bazaar days 


.' Razaar' days 


Bazaar days’ 


Bazaar days 


Bazaar days - 


- Bazaar days) 
- .Every day — 
Bazaar days - 
’ Bazaar days 
' Bazaar days 
‘Bazaar days 


& 


' Bazaar days ae 


Pa gt Sa 


“Number of | 


» 
oe 


« 


. at on Sketch ° o 


| 


Type of Shop’ ~ 
Melon shop “S 
Bonjaraghi (plus 


Bonjeseehi (plus . 


tea) 


pea i 


‘ Bonjaraghi (plus = ee 


shoes) 


ms “Large bonjazaghi,,. 


ae 


Bonjaraghi 


Bonjaraghi {plus 


* tea and shoes) © 


‘Bonjaraghi (plus - 


tea,.rice, dried 
fruits) - 
Bonjaraghi (plus. 
aluminum di sh- 
ware, tea) 
* Bazazi : 


: ‘Bonjaraghi (plus 


dried fruits, 
_mnelons) ~ we a 
' Eating place, tea-4 

house, serais: ' 


Li 2 


cae Ethpic Group 
keepér 


{Ss 
Tajik 


” Tajik 


‘chapons) | _ oot 
4 Be jayaghi _- 


Tajik 
. Tajik 
“Tajik 
Tajik 
Sa'adat 


Tajik. | 
Tajik . 


‘Sa'adat i 


Sa'adat .° 7 


Khoja cs 
Tajik’. . 


_ » Sa! adat ; i 


Caravanserai\~ : “Sa! adat 
, Biggest tea: house . Saladat 


e 


‘intown - - 

_ Bonjaraghi (plus: ~~ 
. aluminum dish- 7" . 
ware, ‘Keroséne) ' 


.Bazazi ,. 


Bazazi we 
Caravanserai |‘ 
Large tea house 
-Butgher shop 
Buteher shop : - 


' Butcher shob .* “- 


Butcher shop 


. Butcher shop 
. Teahouse. 


Bonjaraghi (plus. _e 
dried fruit, salt). 


- Caravanserai 


por oda Ate dda 
Tea house; serais 
premagnencromsadenaa 


‘Caravanserai . 
‘ * 4 7 2 
+ - OS 
4 “oe 
» 
s a 
4 ' oo 
‘ ~ 
e 
“ 
ee 


| Tajik. 


Uzbak . 
Tajik 
Khoja- 
Khoja | 
Tajik 


* Tajik" :. 


Sa'adat, - 


Tajik 9)” 


Satadat 
‘Tajik 


: Tajik- 


Tajik 


Tajik 
- Tajik 


ae 73 ” °: ~ 
ye o i 
4 J : me . 
ay ¥ = 
; ‘ ; 
.- Shop open every a oh 


£ 
fe 
4 


or just Bazaar Days | 
3 tr 
ME 


Every day . 
‘Every day 
‘Bazaar days | 

. Bazaar days |. 
“Every day 

i. Every day 
Every day =~ 

' Bazaar days 

- Bazaar days’ — 


Every day 
“Bazaar day's. 


Every day es 7 j 
| Bazaar.days ~ ey 
we ye : ; 7 ee 
‘Bazaar days 

Every day” . 

ey, day 


Beery day Poe | —* 


; Evéry day ; 7 7 : 
“ Bazaar.days °, © ate 
’ Bazaar days 
Every day 
Bazaar days 
. Bagaar days so 
‘Every day..." 4 
Everyday * °-. 
Every day =~, 
_ Every day +. 
Every day 
pe ee ie ee 
iy Everyday. 07 - | 
. Everyday | 
y , 
% - s : 
ae * . . e : 
eee, ie 
“oe = ee . > % 
oe » 113 
+> t = 


